2e«9«3es>seee^ 


CHIRURGICAL 


OBSERVATIONS. 


9WW99SWmwcj^9<WWW9gf90W^^^^^^<^yWW88gg9W9W0^«g3OW«»mCW!^^a^^ 


“wfpy 

'-■■^•C-  :-  IKi>z  ■ 


iSf^-  ■  ■ 

^  - 

Ss’^r  '•' 

'v 


‘..-fc,.  -  .  -  ■ 


-■  '-'^■ 


■  '  -7^  ^  ^ 

■  r  A-Vk^  - 


'-';  r/  -  •  ’■  '^  ^ 

..).  J,^V-,.-.:  *?■,.  ..<<, 


/ 

•  «V  f  '*  -f  . 


I  *»  '.  y' 


i  Jl 


r'> 


r“v 

r 


<J 


■'T  T  T  •»■  r-^ 


r 

*  ■  '  ,  ■"  ^ 

>  .  ^  jL  ^ 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2019  with  funding  from 


) 


f''^  f^' 

V. 


s-  3 


lit 


I  .  -r 


https://archive.org/details/b3079044x 


CHIRURGI.CAL 


V( ,  jo ,  c 


The  Cancer  of  the  S  c  r  o  t  u  m. 


The  Different  Kinds  of  Ruptures, 


AND 

The  Mortification  of  the  Toes  and  Feet, 


By  PERCIVALL  POTT,  F.R.S. 
Surgeon  to  St.  Barth olomew’s-Hospital. 


jgi^oooo  j,3i  0000  ^3^^ 


LONDON, 

Printed,  by  T.  J,  C  A  R  N  E  G  Y, 

For  L. 'Hawes,  W,  Clarke,  and  R.  Collins, 
in  Pater-nofter  Row#  M  dcc.  lxxy. 


> 


t  ‘ 


-f  ■ 

r 

'l 


I 


I 


l|M»  •  »• 


t 


'1 


N 


{. 


•4 


•> 


'I 


4 


*  -i  .  f 

W  fl-  '•  A 


(  i  ) 


PREFACE. 


H  E  FIRST  of  the  following 
M  tracts  contains  ibme  remarks 
on  a  difeafe,  to  which  perfons 
of  every  I'ank  and  condition  are  liable  ; 
and  by  which  they  are  rendered  truly 
unhappy. 

From  an  unpardonable  indolence, 
or  an  equally  blameable  timidity,  it 
has  been  too  much  the  cuftom  in  this 
country,  to  leave  the  management  of 
this  complaint  to  pretenders,  and  .iti¬ 
nerants,  fome  of  whom  have  been,  in 
fome  degree,  acquainted  with  the  or¬ 
gan  and  its  difeafes,  others  moft  groflly 
ignorant  of  both ;  confequently  the 
benefits,  and  the  misfortunes,  which 
hav^e  attended  their  undertakings  have 
been  various.  ¥/ith  thefe  I  have  no¬ 
thing  to  do  3  but  cannot  help  taking 

A  3  the 
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the  liberty  to  obferve,  that  until  the 
profeffion  in  general  have  made  them- 
felves  capable  of  being  eflentially  fer- 
viceable  to  mankind  in  this  point, 
they  mufl;  not  be  furprized  that  the 
unfortunate  and  unknowing  give  cre¬ 
dit  to  fair  promiies. 

What  I  fliall,  in  the  following  pa¬ 
ges,  advance,  regarding  the  cataraif, 

-  is  not  the  confequence  of  a  mere  defire 
to  write,  but  arifes  from  a  conviction 
founded  on  frequently-repeated  expe¬ 
rience,  that  we  have,  within  a  few 
years  pad,  reprobated  an  operation 
which,  in  proper  hands,  is  capable  of 
producing  great  good,  and  have  fubfti- 
tuted  in  its  place  another,  which 
though  perhaps  right  and  ufeful,  in 
fome  particular  inftances,  has,  by 
being  too  generally  praCtifed,  occa- 
fioned  much  mifchief. 

1  fhould  be  forry  to  have  what  I  fay 
mifunder flood  :  I  do  by,  no  means  in- 

J 

tend  either  to  praife  or  blame  indifcri- 

minately  : 
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nilnately :  I  think  that  each  opera¬ 
tion  has  its  merit :  but  I  alfo  think, 
and  know,  that  we  have  almoft  laid 
ahde  one,  for  reafons  which  are  not 
founded  in  truth ;  and  that  we  have 
rather  haftily  patronized  and  pradlifed 
the  other,  without  duly  attending  to 
its  very  frequent  ill-confequences. 

The  SECOND  tra<Sl  regards  a  difeafe 
which  is  mentioned,  indeed,  in  moft 
books  of  furgery,  but  in  general  not 
in  fuch  manner  as  to  enable  a  young 
practitioner  to  form  a  proper  judgment 
of  it.  By  fome,  it  is  paffed  over  fo 
nightly,  that  an  ignorant  reader  might 
be  induced  to  fuppofe  that  it  could  ne¬ 
ver  Gccafion  much  trouble  or  hazard  : 
by  others,  it  is  regarded  merely  as  re¬ 
quiring  a  chirurgic  operation,  to  the 
performance  of  which  their  whole  at¬ 
tention  is  paid  ;  while,  both  by  the 
one  and  the  other,  the  material  cir- 
cumftances  of '  the  difeafe  are  over¬ 
looked,  and  no  rules  laid  down 
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IV 


whereby  to  determine  on  the  propriety 
or  impropriety  of  any  chirurgic  at¬ 
tempt  whatever. 


The  fubjeft  of  the  third  has  not, 
(at  leaft  to  my  knowledge)  been  pub- 
lickly  noticed. 

All  w'ho  have  the  care  of  holpitals 
in  this  town  know,  that  the  chimney- 
fweeper’s  cancer  is  as  real,  and  as 
peculiar  diftemper  as  any  of  the 
morbi  artificum  ;  and  a  very  melan¬ 
choly  confideration  it  is  to  thofe  who 
are  neceil'arily  in  the  w’ay  of  being  li¬ 
able  to  it. 


The  FOURTH  is  the  refult  of  a  cu- 
flom  which  1  have  many  years  prac- 
tifed  ;  that  of  making  memoranda  of 
whatever  appeared  to  me  to  be  either 
unufual  in  itfelf,  or  attended  with  any 
hnguiarity  of  circumftances. 

The  FIFTH  is  on  a  diieafe,  which  has 
fo  generally  foiled  all  the  attempts  of 

art, 
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art;  as  to  be  by  many  reckoned  among 
thofe  which  are  out  of  its  reach. 
This  truth,  though  fometimes  unde¬ 
niable,  is  always  acknowledged  with 
reluilance ;  and  reafons,  good  or  bad, 
are  therefore  always  lought  for,  and 
given,  for  our  difappointment.  In 
the'  prefent  cafe,  a  defed  of  circula¬ 
tion,  an  offification  of  veliels,  a  want 
or  depravity  of  the  nervous  fluid,  with 
fome  other  conjedures,  equally  inge¬ 
nious,  whimfical  and  groundlefs,  are 
ojffered.  -  Whatever  may  be  the  origi¬ 
nal  caufe  of  the  mortification  of  the 
toes  and  feet,  certain  it  is,  that  acute 
pain  is  one  of  its  fiifl;  and  moft  con- 
ftant  fymptoms  ;  and  as  certain  it  is, 
that  while  fuch  pain  continues,  no 
flop  is,  or  can  be,  put  to  the  progrefs 
of  the  diftemper.  T  he  ideas  of  de~ 
fedive  circulation,  want  of  fenfibility 
in  the  nerves,  of  malignity,  putrefac¬ 
tion,  &c.  have,  in  my  opinion,  miflcd 
us  from  a  proper  conhderation  of  this 
deftrudive  malady,  and  have  put  us  ou 

a  plan 
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a  plan  of  praflice,  which,  as  far  as  it 
relates  to  externals,  feems  to  me  to  be 
oppoflte  to  that  which  ought  to  be 
purfued,  and  to  render  the  difeafe 
more  intradlable,  and  more  certainly 
fatal.  Inflead  of  cooling,  we  endea¬ 
vour  to  excite  heat ;  and  'when  the 
parts,  which  yet-  retain  life  and  fen- 
i’ation,  are  in  fuch  Hate  as  to  be  moft 
liable  to,  and  fufceptible  of  irritation, 
we  apply  to  them  hot,  pungent  oils, 
balfams,  and  tinctures,  and  wrap  them 
up  in  cataplafms  made  of  fuch  ingre¬ 
dients  as  a^e  more  calculated  to  an- 
fwer  the  purpofe  of  ftimulating,  than 
of  appealing. 

In  lliort,  I  cannot  help  thinking, 
that  we  have,  in  this  cafe,  done  what 
our  forefathers  did  in  that  of  wounds, 
made  by  gun-fhot ;  that  is,  we  have 
formed  conjeftures,  concerning  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  diftemper,  which  are  not 
true,  and  then  have  built  a  practice  on 
thefe  erroneous  gueffes.  The  ffrange 
notions  which  our  anceftors  enter¬ 
tained 
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tained  concerning  the  efFedls  of  fire, 
the  poifon  of  gun-powder,  the  ma¬ 
lignity,  and  the  putrifafiive  difpofi- 
tion  or  gun-fhot  wounds,  led  them  to 
overlook  the  obvious,  and  neceffary 
effeils  of  a  high  degree  of  contufion 
and  laceration,  and  induced  them  to 
have  r'ecourfe  to  fuch  means,  as  tho’ 
perfectly  agreeable  to  their  theory, 
necefiarily  increafed  the  pain,  the  in¬ 
flammation,  and  the  irritation  which 
they  fhould  have  endeavoured  to  foothe 
and  appeafe. 

What  the  confequence  of  their 
treatment  too  frequently  was,  them- 
felves  have  told  us ;  what  that  of  at¬ 
tending  more  to  the  tnie  nature  of  the 
cafe,  and  of  abiing  from  fuch  confide- 
ration  has  been,  our  foldiers  and  bailors 
have  of  late  years  happily  experi¬ 
enced. 

Perhaps  fbme  of  the  cafes  which  I 
have  related,  in  the  fourth  trail,  may 
not  appear  to  others,  to  be  fo  worthy 
of  notice  as  they  did  to  me.  Some  of 
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tKem,  I  cannot  help  thinking,  may 
deferve  the  attention  of  the  younger 
part  of  the  profeffion,  to  whofe  infor¬ 
mation  I  wifh  to  contribute. 

Difeafes  have,  it  is  true,  in  general, 
a  fort  of  regularity  and  order,  a  feries 
of  caufes  and  events,  by  which  they  are  , 
known  and  diftinguilhed,  yet  we  do 
now  and  then  meet  with  fuch  odd  ir¬ 
regularities,  fuch  ftrange  and  unufual 
confequences,  as  puzzle  and  alarm 
even  the  foundeft  judgment,  and  the 
lonneft  exoerience  ;  and  unlefs  thefe 
be  noted,  the  hilfory  of  diftempers 
will  be  imperiedt. 

From  writers  of  fyflcms  and  infli- 
tutes,  (of  furgery  at  leaf;)  fuch  kind 
of  knowledge  is  not  to  be  expedled. 
They  are  mofl  frequently  mere  com¬ 
pilers,  and  do  little  more  than  copy 
each  other.  The  information  which 
they  conr^ey,  is  at  beft  but  fuperficial, 
and  much  more  calculated  to  enable  a 
man  to  talk,  than  either  to  judge  or  to 
ad.  It  muft  be  from  a  careful  atten¬ 
tion 
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tion  to  the  cafes  of  individuals,  and 
from  an  obfervation  of  difeafes,  in 
their  irregular  and  infrequent  forms, 
as  well  as  their  more  cuflomarj  ones, 
that  true  and  extenfive  judgment  can 
be  acquired. 

If,  therefore,  a  faithful  relation  of 
thefe  lefs-ufual  circumftances  and  ap¬ 
pearances,  both  in  the  living  and  in 
the  dead,  was  more  frequently  made, 
it  might  be  produdive  of  no  fmall 
improvement  :  it  would  not  be  con¬ 
fined  to  the  adding  a  few  anomalous, 
excentric  cafes  to  our  books,  tending 
to  excite  our  admiration  only,  but 
might  be  made  to  ferve  a  much  more 
valuable  purpofe  ;  it  might  guard  us 
againft  too  haftily  determining  in  ca¬ 
fes  of  real,  or  of  feeming  obfcurity, 
and  might  prevent  us,  now  and  then, 
from  fuppoiing  things  to  be  incapable 
of  being  accounted  for,  merely  be- 
caufe  vve  have  not  yet  learned  how 
to  account  for  them  ‘  it  might  per¬ 
haps  ieffen  our  faith  in  general  doc¬ 
trines 
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trines  and  theories,  but  it  would  ren¬ 
der  us  more  attentive  to  fads,  and 
thereby  furnilli  us  with  a  much  more 
ufefui  kind  of  knowledge. 

Perhaps  alfo,  upon  a  more  clofe 
and  frequent  examination,  we  might 
find,  that  fome  of  thefe  very  cafes  are 
neither  fo  rare,  nor  fo  intradable  as  '  , 
we  have  hitherto  believed  them  to  be. 
But  be  that  as  it  may,  certain  it  is, 
that  from  fuch  inquiry,  we  fliould  at 
leaft  get  one  kind  of  information — , 
we  fliould  be  furniflied  with  good  and 
fatisfadory  reafons,  why  our  beft  at¬ 
tempts  fo  frequently  fail :  I  fay  fatis¬ 
fadory,  becaufe  I  cannot  help  think¬ 
ing,  that  next  to  the  pleafure  of  being 
able  to  relieve  the  diflrefles  of  man¬ 
kind,  is  the  fatisfadion  of  knowing 
that  it  was  not  in  our  power  fo  to  do. 

Many  and'  great  are  the  improve¬ 
ments  which  the  chirurgic  art  has  re¬ 
ceived  within  thefe  laft  fifty  years  ; 
and  much  thanks  are  due  to  thofe  who 
have  contributed  to  them :  but  when 

we 
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we  refled  how  much  ftill  remains  to 
be  done,  it  fliould  rather  excite  our 
induftry  than  inflame  our  vanity. 

Our  fathers  thought  themfelves  a 
great  deal  nearer  to  perfeftion  than  we 
have  found  them  to  be ;  and  I  am 
much  miflaken,  if  our  fucceffors  do 
not,-  in  more  inflances  than  one,  won¬ 
der  both  at  our  inattention,  and  our 
ignorance.  Notwithflanding  all  our 
late  real  improvements,  there  is  flill 
ample  room  to  exercife  all  the  powers 
of  many  fucceeding  artifls,  and  to 
furnifh  them  with  large  opportunity 
of  acquiring  honour  to  themfelves, 
and  of  doing  much  praife-worthy 
fervice  to  mankind:  the  art  is  ftill 
defedive,  and  the  words  of  Seneca 
are  ftill,  in  fome  degree,  as  true  as 
when  he  wrote  them  “  Multum 
“  adhuc  reftat  operis,  multumque 
“  reftabit ;  nec  ulli  nato  poft  mille 
“  fecula  prrecludetur  occaflo  aliquid 
“  adhuc  adjiciendi.” 
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E  contents  of  the  following  pages 
have  lain  by  me  fome  time^  and  it 
is  mod  probable.^  that  I  fjould  not  have 
deemed  them  worthy  of  a  feparate  pub¬ 
lication  :  but  Meff.  PI  A  W  E  S  and 
Co.  fny  BoohfellerSf  intending  foon  to 
put  all  that  I  have  hitherto  written^ 
into  one  volume,  quarto,  1  thought  I 
might  as  well  add  thefe  papers.  For 
the  accommodation,  therefore,  of  thofe 
who  are  already  pojfejjfed  of  the  oSiavo 
editio7T,  I  have  ordered  them  to  be 
printed  in  this  fze. 
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^MMX^^Otwithftanding  the  variety  of 
]s^  ^  operations  and  proceffes,  which 
for  the  relief  or  cure  of  this 
difeafe,  are  to  be  found  in  al- 
moft  all  the  books  of  our  forefathers,  yet 
it  is  very  certain  that,  until  within  thefe 
laft  fifty  years,  neither  the  ftate,  nature, 
nor  feat  of  it,  were  truly  known ;  at  leaft 
not  to  the  pradtitioners  of  furgery. 
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Wild  and  various  were  the  conjedures 
concerning  it  i  it  was  by  fome  faid  to  be  a 
diftemper  of  ’  the  vitreous  humour ;  by 
others  of  the  aqueous ;  by'  fome  it  was 
thought  to  be  a  condenfation  oX  earthy  par¬ 
ticles  by  others  a‘  membranous  film  :  it 
was  faid  by  fome  to  be  anterior,  by  others, 
pofterior,  to  the  pupil  5  it  was  often  con¬ 
founded  with  the  gutta  ferena,  and  fome- 
times  even  with  an  opacity  of  the  cornea. 

Accident,  one  great  fource  of  many  an 
ufeful  difcovery  both  in  phyfic  and  furgery, 
firft  proved  it  to  be  a  diftemper  of  the  cor¬ 
pus  cryftallinum ;  to  be  in  general  abfo- 
lutely  confined  to  it,  and  to  confift  of  a 
-  greater  or  lefs  degree  of  opacity  :  and  now, 
as  is  ufual  in  ail  fuch  cafes,  we  are  con¬ 
vinced,  that  all  the  attempts,  and  all  the 
operations,  which  ever  were  made,  or 
pradifed  to  any  good  purpofe,  either  for  its 
relief,  or  its  cure,  could  be  fuccefsful  only 
as  they  affeded  that  body. 


From 


[  3  ] 

/ 

From  the  knowledge  of  its  feat,  and  of 
one  of  the  principal  circumflanees  of  its 
nature,  we  have  been  enabled  to  direfl:  our 
attempts-more  rationally,  and  to  adl  with  a 
greater  degree  of  preeifion  and  fatisfadion ; 
but  ftill  from  all  I  have  been  able  to  colled, 
either  from  books  or  from  praditioners, 
there  are  fome  material  circumftances  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  difeafe,  which  are  not  rightly, 
at  ieaft  not  generally  underftood;  fome  re¬ 
mains  of  the  old  dodrine  ftill  continue  to 
influence  both  our  opinion  and  pradice ; 
fome  things  are  taken  for  granted  which 
are  by  no  means  true ;  and  pradical  infe¬ 
rences  are  drawn  from  others,  which  are 
not  admifllble.  Whether  an  attempt  to  fet 
fome  of  thefe  in  a  clearer  light,  will  or 
ought  to  be  attended  with  any  alteration  in 
the  treatment  of  the  diftemper,  muft  be 
left  to  others  to  determine  :  I  fliall  content 
myfelf  with  relating,  as  briefly  as  I  can, 
fome  few  particulars  which  appear  to  me  to 
deferve  attention, 

•o 
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One  general  opinion  among  our  anceftors 
was,  that  every  catarafl:  had  its  feafons ; 
was  at  one  time  immature  or  unripe,  at 
another  mature  or  ripe ;  and  that  the  term 
unripe,  neceflarily  implied  a  foft,  that  of 
ripe,  a  hard  or  firm  ftate  of  the  cryflal- 
line. 

The  opinion  was  a  neceffary  confequence 
of  the  theory  then  moft  frequently  embra¬ 
ced,  and  was  therefore  generally  credited ; 
and,  as  very  often  happens  with  regard  to 
preconceived  notions,  it  was  thought  to  be 
confirmed  by  fads. 

This  dodrine  has,  it  is  true,  been  con- 
tradided  by  fome  of  our  beft  modern  prac¬ 
titioners  ;  but  ftill  it  not  only  remains  the 
opinion  of  many,  but  has  a  very  confidera- 
ble  fhare  in  determining  tlie  preference  fup- 
pofed  to  be  due  to  one  method  of  operating 
over  another. 


The 


[  5  3 


The  terms  imply,  and  are  generally  un- 
derftood  to  mean,  that  every  catarafl;  is  at 
firft  Iqft,  through  its  whole  fubflance  ;  and 
that  by  degrees,  in  more  or  lefs  time,  it 
becomes  hard  and  firm,  or  at  leaft  harder 
and  firmer  than  the  natural  cryftalline : 
which  latter  circumftance  is  by  no  means 
true,  either  neceffarily  or  even  generally. 
I  will  not  fay  that  it  never  is  ^  but  lean 
venture  to  affirm,  that  it  moft  frequently 
is  not.  Some  of  our  remote  anceflors  bor¬ 
rowed  their  ideas,  on  this  fubject,  from 
the  kernels  of  fruits ;  to  which  they  have 
indeed  compared  the  cataradl  but  the  no¬ 
tions  of  ripe,  and  unripe,  have  remained 
with  many  who  were  aware  of  the  exceed¬ 
ing  abfurdity  of  the  comparifon. 

If  this  was  a  merely  fpeculative  point,  it 
would  be  a  matter  of  very  little  impor¬ 
tance;  but  as  a  pradlical  inference  is  drawn 
from  it,  that  the  early,  or  fuppofed  unripe 
ftate  is  an  improper  one  for  an  operation, 
and  that  therefore  a  patient  ffiould  wait  for 
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a  later  or  ripe  one,  it  becomes  a  matter  of 
cbnfiderable  confequence  to  fuch  perfon 
whether  he  fhall,  or  {hall  not  continue 
blind  all  that  very  uncertain  fpace  of  time. 
Neither  is  this  ajl>  material  as  it  may  feem> 
for  the  fame  doftrine  implies,  that  the  firft 
degree  or  appearance  of  obfcurity,  however 
foft  the  cryflalline  may  then  be,  will  cer¬ 
tainly  be  followed  by  an  induration  of  it ; 
or,  in  other  words,  that  the  cryflalline  is 
firll  rendered  foft  merely  and  only  to  be¬ 
come  hard  afterwards :  that  the  fame  firft, 
or  foft,  flate  is  not  proper  for  an  operation, 
becaufe  it  would  neceffarily  render  it  un- 
fuccefsful  5  and  that  an  increafed  degree  of 
opacity^  and  obfcurity,  may,  in  general,  be 
regarded  as  marks  of  increafed  firmnefs : 
not  one  of  which  is  true. 

The  natural,  found,  tranfparent  cryftal- 
line,  is  very  far  from  being  uniform  in  its 
confillence  through  its  whole  fubflance : 
its  external  part  is  much  fofter,  and  more 
gelatinous,  than  its  internal :  which  there- 
fpre,  although  equally  tranfparent,  may  be 

faid 


[  7  ] 

faid  to  form  a  kind  of  nucleus,  and  is  al¬ 
ways  of  much  firmer  texture,'^  From  this 
found  and  natural  ftate,  it  is  capable  of  fe- 
veral  morbid  alterations :  it  is  capable  of 
being  dilTolved,  or  of  becoming  fluid  with¬ 
out  lofing  any  thing  of  its  tranfparency 

it 

^  If  this  known  difFerence  of  confiilerjce,  between 
the  external  and  internal  parts  of  the  cryftalline,  was 
duly  attended  to,  it  would  folve  many  of  the  appear¬ 
ances  in  cataradfs  ;  which,  for  want  of  fuch  attention, 
are  either  not  accounted  for,  or  very  abfurdly.  Among 
other  phgenomena,  it  would  account  for  the  very  dif¬ 
ferent  colour  which  the  different  parts  of  the  fame  ca- 
taradf  frequently  bear  3  and  which  has  furniilied  the 
wildeft  conjedlures, 

f  It  has  been  fuppofed,  by  very  good  anatomifls, 
that  the  human  cryftalline  has  fometimes,  between  its 
furface  and  its  capfula,  a  fmall  quantity  of  fine  pellu¬ 
cid  lymph  ;  and  confequently  that  there  is  no  imme¬ 
diate  connedlion  between  that  body  and  its  'invefting 
membrane.  In  many  beafts,  as  well  as  fifties,  this  is 
known  to  be  the  cafe;  but  whether  it  be  fo  in  the  hu¬ 
man  eye,  is  not  very  eafy  to  be  known  during  life; 
but  that  this  is  the  cafe,  fometimes  from  diftemper,  I 
have  no  doubt :  I  mean  that  the  whole  cryftaftine  is 
diflblved  into  a  fluid,  ftill  preferving  its  tranfparency. 
This  kind  of  alteration,  as  I  take  it,  forms,  what  is  by 

B  4  fome 


[  8  ] 

it  is  capable  of  being  diffolved  into  an  ap¬ 
parently  uniform  fluid  of  a  gelatinous  kind 

'  * 

of  confidence,  but  which  will  be  more  or 
lefs  opake  through  the  whole  ^  it  fometimes 
becomes  opake  while  it  undergoes  a  partial 
kind  of  diffolution,  .which  leaves,  or  renders 
the  different  parts  of  it,  of  very  different 
degrees  of  confidence  ;  and  it  now  and 
then,  though  very  rarely,  becomes  opake 
through  its  whole  fubdance,  and  yet  pre-^ 
ferves  its  natural  degree  of  firmnefs.^ 

Whenever  the  crydalllne  becomes  fofter 
than  it  fhould  be,  or  tends  towards  fuch 
date,  it  is  certainly  didempered,  and  unfit 
for  perfect  vifion,  whether  it  be  opake  or 
not,  or  whatever  its  degree  of  opacity  may 
be :  but  whoever  fuppofes  that  fuch  fof- 

tened 

fome  called,  one  fpecies  of  the  gutta  ferena  5  by  others;, 
the  black  cataradf. 

*  From  this  variety  of  alteration,  which  the  cbry- 
llalline  is  capable  of  undergoing,  proceed  that  variety  of 
appearance  which  our  anceftors  have  called  fo  many 
different  kinds  of  cataradfs. 
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tened  and  opake  cryllalline  will  neceffarily^ 
or  even  frequently,  acquire  firninefs,  cr 
become  hard  by  time,  is  exceedingly  mis¬ 
taken.  Opacity,  though  now  and  thea 
accompanied  “by  what  is  called  induration, 
is  no  proof  of ^  it,  nor  of  any  tendency  j.  5- 
wards  It ;  fo  far  from  it  that  fome  of  0.  e 
mofi:  difiblv^ed  or  fluid  cataradls^,  and  wh_ch 
have  been  fo  for  the  greateil  length  of  time, 
are  found  full  as  opake  as  the  mofl:  firm 
ones. 

Whoever  has  an  opportunity  of  obser¬ 
ving  this  diftcmper,  and  will  embrace  it^ 
will  find  that  cataradls,  which  have,  in  a  ^ 
length  of  time,  gone  through  all  thofe  al¬ 
terations  of  colour,  which  are  faid  to  indi¬ 
cate  unripenefs,  and  ripenefs,  are  often  as 
perfectly  foft  as  they  ever  could  have  been  ; 
and,  on  the  other  hand,  \vill  fometimes 
find  them  what  is  called  firm  or  hard  very 
foon  after  the  firft  appearance  of  obfcurity. 
That  is,  to  fpeak  more  truly,  as  well  as  more 
properly,  the  former,  havingbeen  at  firft  dif- 
folved,  have  remained  in  the  fame  ftate  of 

diflblotioii  ^ 
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diffolutlon  ;  and  the  latter,  having  been  at 
firft  only  partially  foftened,  have  been  found 
in  the  fame  unequal  ftate,  with  a  firm  nu-- 
cleus.^ 

' 

1 

When,  therefore,  I  make  ufe  of  the 
term  induration,  I  do  it  in  compliance 
with  the  common  method  of  fpeaking  ^ 
and  not  becaufe  I  think  that  it  conveys,  by 
any  means  an  adequate  idea  of  the  real  al¬ 
teration  made  in  the  ftate  of  the  cryftal- 
line  ;  far  from  it ;  it  neither  conveys  an  idea 
of  the  nature,  nor  of  the  extent  of  fuch  al¬ 
teration  I  with  regard  to  the  former,  the 

term 


*  For* this  there  is  no  poffibility  of  accounting  rati¬ 
onally,  but  by  having  recourfe  to  the  natural  rtate  of 
the  cryftalline,  with  regard  to  the  different  confiftence 
of  its  different  parts.  This  will  account  for  the  alter¬ 
ations  to  which  it  is  liable  from  time,  accident,  or  di- 
flemper  ;  this  will  fhow  why  there  is  no  uniformly 
and  univerfally  hard  cataradl ;  why,  in  all  of  them,  the 
fofteft  part  is  always  on  the  furface  y  why,  even  in  the 
hardeft,  the  central  part  is  always  the  mofl:  firm  ;  and 
why  the  external  and  internal  parts  of  the  fame  cata- 
radl,  are  fo  often  fo  different  from  each  other  in  co¬ 
lour* 
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term  induration  can,  with  propriety,  be 
ufed  only  in  oppofitlon  to  a  perfedt  or  ge¬ 
neral  diftempered  diffolution,  by  much 
the  majority  of  what  are  called  firm  cata- 
rafts,  being  much  lefs  firm  than  the  fame 
cryftalline  was  before  fuch  alteration ;  and 
with  regard  to  the  latter  circumftance,  the 
extent  of  the  mifehief,  it  is  fubjedl  to  the 
'  greatefi  degree  of  uncertainty ;  being  fel- 
dom  or  never  an  induration  of  the  whole 
body,  but  mofl;  frequently  a  firmifii  kind  of 
nucleus,  of  greater  or  lefs  fize,  contained 
within  more  or  lefs  of  a  gelatindus,  or 
fofter  kind  of  fubftance :  fo  that  the  nu¬ 
cleus  is  called  firm  only  in  oppofition  to 
what  envelopes  it. 

In  fhort,  if  we  would  think  and  fpeak  of 
this  matter  as  it  really  is  (or  as  it  appears  to 
me  to  be)  inftead  of  ufing  the  terms  foft 
and  hard  in  oppofition  to  each  other,  and 
as  implying  different  effedls  either  of  time 
or  of  diflemper  on  the  cryfialline,  we 
iliould  fay  that  diffolution  or  foftning,  in 
fome  degree,  is  by  much  the  moft  com^ 

men 
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mon  effedl :  That,  except  in  fome  few  in- 
fiances,  where  that  body  retains  its  natural 
firmnefs,  while  it  lofes  its  tranfparency, 
the  moft  frequent  confequence  is  a  foften- 
ing  of  its  texture,  either  partial  or  total : 
and  that  feven  times  in  nine,  when  the 
cryftalline  becomes  opake,  and  tends  to¬ 
wards  forming  a  cataradl,  it  is  more  or  lefs 
foftned ;  fometimes  equally  through  its 
whole  fubftance,  fometimes  partially,  ha¬ 
ving  a  greater  or  lefs  portion  left  undif- 
folved. 

This  undiffolved  part,  which  always 
makes  what  is  called  a  hard  catarafl:,  may 
indeed  be  called  firm  in  oppofition  to  the 
fofter,  by  which  it  is  furrounded  ;  but  even 
this  very  part  is  hardly,  if  ever,  fo  firm  as 
the  center  of  the  natural  and  found  chry- 
ftalline, 

I  beg  the  reader's  pardon  for  having  been 
fomewhat  prolix,  but  the  fubjed:  did  not 
appear  to  me  to  have  been  properly  at¬ 
tended  to. 


It 
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It  would  be  exceedingly  pleafant,  as  well 
as  advantageous,  if  we  could,  previous  to 
an  operation,  know  the  true  ftate  of  an 
opake  cryftalline :  it  would'  enable  a  fur- 
geon  to  determine  his  mode  of  operating 
with  more  precifion,  and  to  explain  what 
his  intention  by  fuch  method  wasr  it 
would  give  fatisfadlion  to  himfelf  as  well  as 
to  ftanders  by  ;  and  make  that  appear  to  be 
judicious  and  rational,  which,  under  our 
prefent  uncertainty,  has  often  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  being  accidental,  and  done  at  ran¬ 
dom. 

It  is  agreed  by  all,  who  have  carefully 
conlidered  this  fubjedl,  and  who  are  inge¬ 
nuous  enough  to  fpeak  the  truth,  that  the 
mere  colour  of  a  cataradl,  furnifhes  no 
proof,  to  be  by  any  means  depended  upon, 
relative  to  its  conliftence ;  and  that  they 
which  appear  greyifh,  or  bluifh,  or  like 
whey,  are  fometimes  found  to  be  firm  and 
refiftent,  while  the  more  equally  white 
ones,  are  often  perfedtly  foft. 


I 
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» 

I  do  not  mean  to  aflert,  but  merely  to 
propofe,  to  the  confideration  of  fuch  as 
may  have  leifure  and  opportunity,  whether 
when  the  opake  cryftalline  is  quite  dif- 
folved,  fo  as  to  form  a  foft  cataradt,  it  is 
not,  at  the  fame  time,  fomewhat  enlarged ; 
and  whether  when  fuch  diffolution  does  not 
take  place,  and  what  is  called  a  hard  cata- 
radl  is  formed,  the  cryftalline  is  not^  in 
fome  degree,  lelTened  or  ftarunk. 

Among  the  circumftances  which  have 
concurred  to  incline  me  to  be  of  this  opi-^ 
nion  is  this,  that  when  the  pupil  has  been 
obferved  to  be  always  in  a  ftate  of  dilata¬ 
tion,  even  when  expofed  to  a  ftrong  light, 
and  although  capable  of  motion,  yet  never 
to  contradt  in  the  ufual  manner,  I  have 
moft  commonly  found  the  cataradl  to  have 
been  foft;  and,  on  the  contrary,  when  the 
pupil  has  been  capable  of  full  and  perfedl 
contradtion  over  the  cataradl,  I  think  that 
it  has  moft  commonly  proved  firm;  and 
this  difference  I  have  more  than  once  ob¬ 
ferved 
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ferved  in  the  dijfferent  eyes  of  the  fame 
perfon.  The  greater  degree  of  facility, 
with  which  the  firm  catarad:  quits  its 
place,  and  pafles  through  the  pupil  upon 
the  divifion  of  the  cornea,  does  not  leflen 
the  probability  of  this  opinion.  I  could 
alfo  wifh  that  they  who  have  opportunity 
would  inquire,  whether  the  catarads  which 
have  been  found  perfedly  foft,  have  not, 
in  general,  become  gradually  more  and 
more  opake  by  very  flow  degrees  5  and,  in 
a  length  of  time,  the  patient  feeling  little 
or  no  pain ;  and  whether  the  firm  ones  do 
not,  in  general,  become  haftily  opake  ^  and 
are  not  preceded,  or  accompanied  by  fevere, 
and  deeply-feated  pain  in  the  head,  parti-* 
cularly  in  the  hinder  part  of  it. 


What  has  hitherto  been  faid,  as  it  prin¬ 
cipally  regards  the  theory  of  the  diftemper, 
may  perhaps  be  thought  to  be  of  little  im¬ 
portance  ;  but  when  the  influence  which 
thefe  opinions  may  produce,  and  indeed 
have  produced  on  pradice,  is  confidered,  it 

will 
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will  be  found  to  be  m’atter  of  fome  confe- 
quence :  while  they  are  confined  to  a  fur- 
geon's  imagination  only,  they  are  not  of 
much  confideration  ;  but  when  they  are  to 
regulate  his  judgment,  and  direft  his  hand, 
they  become  ratherTerious. 

Since  the  operation  of  extrafting  the 
cataradl,  inltead  of  depreffing  it,  has  been 
introduced  into  practice,  and  made  a  kind 
of  fafhion,  it  has  been  the  humour  to  ex- 
aggerate  all  the  objeftions  to  which  the 
latter  has  been  faid  to  be  liable ;  and  that 
in  fuch  a  manner,  that  they  who  have  not 
had  frequent  opportunities  of  feeing  bufi- 
nefs  of  this  kind,  fall,  without  refledlion, 
into  the  prevailing  opinion  ;  feem  to  won¬ 
der,  that  the  operation  of  couching  fhould 
ever  have  had  any  fuccefs  at  all ;  and  at  the 
fame  time  are,  from  the  accounts  given, 
inclined  to  believe,  that  the  extradlion  is 
always  fafe,  ealy,  and  fuccefsful. 

The  objedlions,  which  are  made  againft 
the  operation  of  couching,  at  lead;  thofe 

which 
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which  have  any  femblance  of  truth,  or 
force,  are  reducible  to  four  : 

The  firft  is,  that  if  the  catarad  be  per- 
fedly  foft,  the  operation  will  not  be  fuc- 
cefsful,  from  the  impoffibility  of  accom- 
plhhing  the  propofed  end  of  it. 

The  fecond  is,  that  if  it  be  of  the 
mixed  kind,  partly  foft,  and  partly  hard, 
it  will  alfo  moft  probably  fail  of  fuccefs, 
not  only  from  the  impradicability  of  de- 
pfeffing  the  fofter  parts,  but  alfo  becaufe 
the  more  firm  ones  will  either  elude  the 
point  of  the  needle,  and  remaining  in  the 
pofterior  chamber,  ftill  form  a  catarad ;  or 
getting  through  the  pupil  into  the  anterior 
chamber,  will  there  bring  on  pain  and  in¬ 
flammation,  and  induce  a  neceffity  of  di¬ 
viding  the  cornea  for  their  difcharge. 

The  third  is,  that  if  the  catarad  be  of 
the  firm,  folid,  kind,  and  therefore  capable 
of  being  deprelTed,  yet  in  whatever  part  of 
the  eye  it  fliall  happen  to  be  placed,  it  will 

C  there 
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there  remain  undiffolved,  folid,  bpa&e  j 
and  although  removed  from  the  pupil,  yet 
prove  fome  hindrance  to  perfedt  vifion. 

The  fourth  objeftion  is,  that  however 
fuccefsfully  the  depreffion  may  have  been 
accompliflied,.  yet  that  the  operation  will 
necelTarily-occafion  fuch  violation,  and  de¬ 
rangement  of  the  internal  parts  of  the  eye, 
as  muft  caufe  very  confiderable  mifchief, 

Thefe  objedlions,  if  they  have  any  real ' 
weight,  are  of  equal  force  in  every  fpecies- 
of  cataradl  5  and  therefore  are  the  more 
worthy  our  attention  :  finee,  if  they  bn 
•  founded  on  truth,  they  render  the  opera¬ 
tion  unfit  for  pradtice  j  but  if  they  be  not, 
mifreprefentation  and  falhion  flrould  never 
induce  us  to  lay  afide  any  means  which 
have  been,  and  ftill  may  be,  beneficial  to 
mankind. 

The  firft,  and  fecond,  I  can  from  fre¬ 
quently-repeated  experience,  afiirm  not  to- 
be  true.  I  mean  that  the  operation  of 

couching 
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cSuchirig  will  not  rieceffarily,  or  tvch  ge¬ 
nerally^  be  unfuccefsful,  merely  becatif# 
the  cataradl  lhall  happen  to  be  either  to¬ 
tally  or  partially  foft  :  on  the  contrary^  al¬ 
though  thefe  ftate^  will  prevent  perfed:  de- 
preffion,  yet^  by  the  judicious  ufe  of  the 
needle,  a  recovery  of  fight^^  the  trtle  end 
and  aim  of  the  operation,  will  be  as  cer¬ 
tainly  and  as  perfedly  obtained,  as  it  could 
have  been  either  by  depreffion,  or  by  ex- 
tradion^  in  the  fame  fubjed  ^  and  that  ge¬ 
nerally  without  any  of  the  many  and  great 
inconveniences  which  moft  frequently  at¬ 
tend  the  latter  operation* 

The  third  objedion  is  fpecious  and,* 
therefore^  very  generally  credited.  That 
it  never  happens  I  will  not  take  upon  me 
to  fay,  becatife  fo  many  have  aflerted  it; 
fomc  of  whom;  one  would  hope,  had 
fome  kind  of  authority  for  what  they 
have  fo  pofitivcly  affirmed.  But,  on  the 
other  hand,  when  we  confider  how  few 
there  are*  who  have  written  from  their 
own  examination  and  experience ;  and 

C  2  how ' 
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how  many,  who  have  taken  for  granted, 
and  copied,  what  others  have  fald  before 
them,  our  faith  will  not  be  quite  implicit. 
Certain  I  am,  from  .repeated  experience 
and  examination,  that  this  opinion  has 
not  that  foundation  in  truth  which  it  is 
generally  fuppofed  to  have ;  and  that  it  has 
been  embraced  and  propagated  haftily,  and 
without  fufficient  inquiry  and  experiment. 

As  ^this  fuppofed  indilTolubility  of  the 
opake  cryftalline,  is  not  only  fo  principal 
an  objedlion  to  the  operation  of  couching, 
even  when  it  is  capable  of  being  perfectly 
deprefled,  as  to  be  faid  to  overbalance  all 
the  evils,  many,  and  great  as  they  are, 
which  frequently  attend  the  extradtion; 
but  is  alfo  fuppofed  to  be  the  caufe  of  the 
failure  of  fuccefs,  when  the  deprefllon  of 
the  fofter. kinds  of  cataradls  is  attempted  ; 
it  may  be  worth  a  little  ferious  examina¬ 
tion., 

.  >  A 

-  I  fliould  be  forry  to  have  it  thought,  that 
I  had  any  predileftion  or  partiality  to  one 

method 
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method  of  operating  more  than  to  another  j 
or  that  I  would  wd£h  to  give  to  either  any 
preference,  but  what  its  fuperior  excel¬ 
lence,  or  utility  might  juftly  demand  ;  but, 
on  the  other  hand,  I  cannot  poffibly  pay 
regard  to  any  authority,  however  otherwife 
refpedtable,  when  it  contradicts  what  I 
know  to  be  fa£t.  Both  operations  are 
equally  practicable  by  any  man  who  has 
a  hand  and  an  eye,  and  is  capable  of  per¬ 
forming  either ;  but  it  has  of  late  years 
been  fo  much  the  humour  to  depreciate 
the  one,  and  to  extol  the  other,  that  it 
becomes  neceffary  to  examine  the  fuppofed 
merits  of  one,  and  demerits  of  the  other; 
and  to  fee  whether  they  be  drawn  from 
premifles  which  are  true ;  if  one  is  to  be 
deemed  univerfally  preferable  to  the  other, 
let  the  circumftances,  on  which  fuch  pre¬ 
ference  is  to  be  founded,  be  drawn  from 
faCt,  and  not  from  fiClion  ;  let  them  be 
fairly  and  faithfully  inquired  into,  and  let 
fuch  inquiry  determine. 

C  3  ,  In 
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In  order  to  afllft  In  one  part  of  this  iii» 
quiry,  I  beg  leave  to  lay  beforp  the  reader, 
a  few  experiments  and  obferyations,  which 
I  have  madej  or  I  believe  I  Ihpuld  more 
properly  fay,  have  repeated^  they  having 
been  often  made  and  obl'erved,  but  not  pro^ 
perly  infoixed  or  applied.^ 

When  the  opake  cryftalline  is  in  a  ftate 
pf  diffolution,  or  the  catarad  is  what  is 
palled  perfectly  foft,  if  the  capfula  of  it  be 
freely  wounded  by  the  cpuching-needle, 
the  contents  will  immediately  ilfue  forth, 
and  mixing  with  the  aqueous  hunaour,  will 
render  it  more  or  lefs  turbid  :  fometimes  fq 
much  as  to  conceal  the  point  of  the  needle, 
and  the  Iris  of  the  eye  from  the  operator. 

This 

^  When  I  fay  experiments  and  obferyations  which  I 
have  made  and  repeated,  I  would  wi£h  the  reader  to 
underlland,  that  I  have  made  them  carefully,  for  the 
purpofe,  and  fo  repeatedly,  as  to  be  fatisfied  of  tfteir 
general  truth. 


X 
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Tills  is  a  circumftance  which  has  been 
obferved  by  moft  operators,  and  has  been 
mentioned  by  many  writers ;  but  it  has  al¬ 
ways  been  regarded,  and  mentioned  as  an 
unlucky  one and  as  being,  in  fome  de¬ 
gree,  preventative  of  fuccefs  ;  which  is  fo 
far  from  being  the  fadt,  that  as  far  as  re- 
Jates  to  this  circumftance  merely,  all  the 
benefit  which  can  be  derived  from  the  moft 
fuccefsful  depreffion,  or  extraftion,  moft 
frequently  attends  it  i  as  I  have  often  and 
often  feen. 

The  aqueous  humour,  however  turbid  it 
may  become,  will,  in  a  very  fliort  fpace  of 
time,  be  again  perfedlly  clear ;  and  if  no 
diforder  of  the  capfula  of  the  cryftalline, 
previous,  or  confequential,  prevents,  the 
rays  of  light  ^  will  pafs  without  obftruc- 
fion  through  the  pupil,  and  the  patient 

C  4  will 

*  The  capfula,  or  invefling  membrane  of  the  cry- 
ftaliine,  has  very  often  an  unfufpedled  fliare  in  the  ap¬ 
parent 
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v/ill  be  reftored  to  as  perfedt  vifion  as  could 
have  followed  the  mofl:  fuccefsful  operation 

of 

parent  opacity  of  that  body;  and  is  thereby  the  caufe 
of  difappointments  and  inconveniences  during  fome 
operations,  and  after  others.  This  is  a  circumftance 
which,  undoubtedly,  has  been  mentioned  ;  but  has 
not  been,  by  any  means,  fufficiently  attended  to.  The 
capfula  is  capable  of  becoming  white  and  opake,  while 
its  contents  fhall  be  clear  and  tranfparent ;  it  becomes 
fo  fometimes  by  being  wounded  by  the  couching-needle, 
iifed  either  for  the  depreffion  of  a  firm  catarait,  or  for 
the  letting  out  a  foft  one ;  and  it  will  not  infrequently 
be  found  fo,  after  the  operation  of  extra(Slion,  when  no 
inllrument  has  touched  it. 

Whenever  this  happens,  it  is  an  unpleafant  circum* 
fiance,  but  ftill  more  fo,  if  it  continues  for  any  length 
of  time  :  I  have  feen  it  difappear  in  a  week  ;  I  have  feen 
it  continue  two,  three,  or  four,  and  at  laft  totally  dif¬ 
appear  ;  and  I  have  feen  it  continue  fo  long  as  to  re¬ 
quire  the  re-applicatiop  of  the  inllrument.  When  it 
appears  after  the  depreffion  of  a  firm  cryflalline,  or 
after  an  unfuccefsful  attempt  to  deprefs  one  which  has 
proved  not  firm  enough,  it  may  eafily  be,  and  gene¬ 
rally  is,  miflaken  for  a  portion  of  the  catara6l  rifen 
again  ;  but  from  which  an  attentive  obferver  will  al¬ 
ways  be  able  to  diflinguifh  it :  but  when  fuch  opacity 
follows  what  is  called  a  fuccefsful  extraction,  in  which 
the  cornea  only  was  divided  ;  the  capfula  not  touched 
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of  either,  or  of  any  kind  in  the  fame  fub- 
jedl,  and  under  the  fame  circumftances. 

When  the  cataraft  Is  of  the  mixed  kind, 
partly  foft^  and  partly  hard,  the  immediate 

etfefts 

by  the  inftrument,  and  the  catara6l  came  av/ay  intirc 
thro’  the  pupil,  the  cafe  is  feif-evident. 

f. 

This  may  truly  and  properly  be  called,  as  it  has  been 
by  Monfieur  Houin,  Haller,  and  others,  a  membranous 
catara£t,  as  it  confifts  merely  of  the  membranous  cap- 
fula  of  the  cryftalline. 

Writers  of  credit  have  mentioned,  that  a  catara^ 
may  be  formed  almoft  inftantaneoufly,  by  external  vio¬ 
lence.  There  is  no  doubt  of  thefa^f^  I  have  feen  it 
four  different  times. 

I 

Whether  this  be  not  an  affedlion  of  the  capfula 
merely,  I  much  doubt  5  or  rather  am  much  inclined  to 
fufpedf,  that  it  moft  frequently  is.  In  three  of  the  four, 
which  have  fallen  under  my  obfervation,  the  opacity 
has  gradually  difappeared  after  the  inflammation,  in 
confequence  of  the  blow,  had  gone  off ;  and  the  eyes 
were  left  as  clear  as  ever.  A  confequence  which,  I 
think,  may  be  accounted  for  by  fuppofing  the  opacity 
in  the  capfula  only  ;  but  cannot,  if  we  fuppofe  it  to  be 
in  the  corpus  cryftalJinum  itfelf. 
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effbfts  of  the  needle  are  fomewhat  dif¬ 
ferent  ;  the  foft  part  of  the.  cataradt,  being 
lefs  in  quantity,  as  well  as  generally  lefs  foft, 
the  aqueous  humour  is  lefs  turbid ;  and  the 
firm  part,  or  parts  of  the  cryftalline  will  be 
very  vifible.  In  this  fiate,  thefe  firmer 
parts  will  very  frequently  elude  the  at¬ 
tempts  made,  by  the  needle,  to  deprefs 
them;  and  will  therefore  remain  in  the 
pofterior  chamber.  This  is  alfo  reckoned 
among  the  unfortunate  circumftances ;  but 
although  to  an  operator  not  aware  of,  nor 
acquainted  with  the  confequence,  it  may 
have  all  the  appearance  of  being  fo,  yet  it 
really  is  not ;  the  true  end  and  aim  of  the 
operation  not  being  thereby  neceflarily  fru^ 
ftrated.  In  this  cafe,  if  the  needle  has 
been  fo  ufed  as  to  have  wounded  the  cap- 
fula  very  flightly,  it  will  fometimes  hap¬ 
pen,  that  the  firm  part  of  the  cryftalline 
will  remain  in  its  nidus,  and  ftill  form  a 
cataradt;  which  may  poffibly  require  a  fu¬ 
ture  or  re-application  of  the  inftrument. 
This  is  the  worfl  that  can  happen,  and 
happens  indeed  very  feldpm  ;  for  if  the 

capfula 
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t 

papfula  be  properly  wounded,  fo  that  the 
aqueous  humour  be  freely  let  in,  the  firm 
part  or  parts,  though  very  vilible  at  firft, 
and  preventing  the  paffage  of  light  thro* 
the  pupil,  will'in  due  time,  in  fome  longer^ 
in  others  fhorter,  gradually  diffolve,  and  at 
leaft  totally  difappear  3  leaving  the  eye  as 
fair,  as  clear,  and  as  fit  for  vifion  as  any, 
the  mod;  fuccefsful  operation  could  have 
rendered  it  3  of  which  I  have  feen  and  ex¬ 
hibited  many  proofs. ^ 

Ill 

^  The  fpace  of  time,  which  the  accompjifhmeiit  of 
fuch  diflblution  will  require,  is  very  uncertain  :  I  have 
feen  the  eye  perfectly  fair,  and  clear,  within  a  week  af-^ 
ter  the  operation ;  and  I  have  feen  it  require  tWQ 
pionths  for  the  dilTolution  of  all  theopake  parts. 

This  has  been  obferved  by  many,  even  before  the 
nature  and  feat  of  a  cataracSl  were  truly  known  ;  ainong 
the  reft,  by  Read,  who  fpeaking  of  one  of  his  own 
operations,  fays : 

At  the  end  of  nine  days  I  vifited  my  patient,  and 
**  found  both  her  and  her  friends  highly  difeontented  3 
fo  that  I  met  with  nothing  but  invei^tives,  &c. 


Within 
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In  order  to  render  the  fad  ftill  more 
clear,  I  have  fometimes,  when  I  have  found 
the  catarad  to  be  of  the  mixed  kind,  not 
attempted  depreffion  :  but  have  contented 
myfeif  with  a  free  laceration  of  the  cap- 
fula  ^  and  having  turned  the  needle  round 
and  round  between  my  finger  and  thumb, 
within  the  body  of  the  cryftalline,  have  left 
all  the  parts  in  their  natural  fituation  :  in 
which  cafes  I  have  hardly  ever  known 
them  fail  of  dififolving  fo  entirely,  as  not  to 

leave 

Within  a  fortnight  after,  when  art  and  nature 
having  performed  their  mutual  operations,  and  all 
‘‘  the  cloudy  vapours  and  rags  of  the  cataradt  were 
confumed  and  difperfed,  her  eyes  grew  clear,  and 
her  fight  became  perfect, 

\ 

I  would  have  every  patient,  though  after  a  catarad 
be  couched,  and  nine  or  ten  days  expired,  he  fee  little, 
or  nothing  at  all,  or  that  he  cannot  endure  the  light 
for  a  month  or  two,  or  even  for  a  quarter  of  a  year, 
as  I  have  known  many,  not  to  be  difeouraged  ;  for 
their  fight  may,  notwithftanding,  become  well  and 
perfed,  and  continue  fo  ever  after.  On  the  othe^ 
hand,  fome  come  to  good  and  perfed  fight  within  a 
fortnight  or  three  weeks,”  Sir.  W.  Read,  p.  y. 
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leave  the  fmalleiT;  veflige  of  a  cataradl.^  In 
a  few  inflances,  where  I  have  had  fair  op¬ 
portunity. 


*  I'he  operation  of  extra£i:ion,  though  fald  in  ge¬ 
neral  to  remove  the  cryftalline  intire,  and  calculated 
for  fuch  purpofe,  does  not  always  do  fo ;  but  when  the 
cataract  is  of  the  mixed  kind,  does  not  infrequently 
leave  fome  of  the  firmer  part  behind,  which  one  of  the 
warmeft  patrons  of  the  operation  allows,  does  difTolve 
and  difappear.  ‘‘  Extrahendum  ftatim  poft  opera- 
tionem  eft  quicquid  remanet  opaci  ope  Cochlearis 
Davielis,  Hoc  quidem  facile,  fit  aliquando,  ali- 
quando  vero  et  imprimis  ubi  membrana  cryftallina 
non  fatis  lacerata  cochlear  in  ipfam  capfulam  lentis, 
ubi  hseret  illud  opacum  corpufculum  non  admittit, 
tantis  difficultatibus  circumfufum  eft,  ut  quicquid 
etiam  moliaris  extrahere  illud  non  poflis,  et  ne  ocu- 
lum  nimis  irrites,  defiftere  ab  opere,  et  relinquere 
illud  in  oculo  cogaris. 

Neque  tamen  tunc  etiam  fpe  optimi  fuccefTus  de- 
ftituimur.  Soepe  enim  obfervavi,  opacum  illud  re- 
manens,  five  fit  mucus,  five  fruftulum  lends  cry- 
flallinae,  fenfim,  et  fponte,  citius  vel  tardius,  peni- 
tus  difparuiffe.  An  reforbetur  mucus  laifteus,  an 
fruftula  lentis  cryftallinae  liquefcant  fenfim,  et  refor- 
**  bentur,  an  in  fundum  oculi  fenfim  fe  praecipitant, 
dubium  eft.  Utrumque  tamen  fieri  credo.  Quo- 
ties  la^lea  materia  poft  depreffam  catara£l:am  totum 
humorem  aqueum  opacitate  fua  et  albedine  inficiens 

fenfim 


pdtttinity,  I  have  pufhed  the  firm  paft 
through  the  pupil  into  the  anterior  cham- 
berj  where  it  has  alivays  gradually,  and  per- 
feftly  diffolved,.  and  difappeared,  not  pro¬ 
ducing  pain  or  trouble^  while  fuch  dilTolu- 
tion  was  accomplifhing.^ 

What  I  have  advanced  not  being  inattef 
of  opinion,  but  matter  of  fadl  capable  of 
being  inquired  into,  and  proved  by  any 

who' 


fenlim  penitlis  evaniiit  ?  Qiioties  pus  iii  ociilo  hae- 
rens  vel  fanguis  infigni  quantitate  in  ilium  efFufus^ 
fenfim  reforptus  evanuit  ?  Quoties  fruflula  lentis 
cryftallinse,  poll  depreffionem  cataradtas,  in  pupMla 
relida,  &c  ?  immo  liquefcere  aliquando  et  reforberi 
haec  friiftula  me  ipfum  experientia  docuit,  &c, 

Richter  de  Cataradlse  Extra6l. 

*  I  liiould  be  forty  to  have  it  inferred  from  hence/ 
that  I  would  recommend  the  paffing  the  opake  cryftal'» 
line  through  the  pupil  ;  far  from  it ;  I  think  it  wrong/ 
as  it  is  apt  to  produce  one  of  the  moft  frequent  incon^ 
veniences  attending  the  operation  of  extradfion,  an  ir¬ 
regularity  of  the  pupil.  I  only  meant  to  prove  the  fa(S 
of  diffolution  of  the  cataradF  in  fuch  fituation  ;  and  that 
it  will  not  caufe  that  pain  and  trouble  which  it  is  fo 
pofttively  faid  to  do. 
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who  Will  take  the  trouble  of  fo  doings  I  dd 
not  defire  any  man  to  give  credit  to  it  upon, 
my  mere  aflertion.  But  if,  .upon  repeated 
trial  and  inquiry,  it  fliould  be  found  to  be 
as  generally  and  as  frequently  true  by 
others,  as  it  has  been  by  me,  may  it  not 
fairly  be  inferred,  that  whatever  other  rea-* 
fons  there  may  be  for  preferring  the  opera¬ 
tion  of  extraction  to  that  of  depreffion,  or 
the  ufe  of  the  knife  to  that  of  the  needle, 
yet  thofe  drawn  from  thefuppofed  indilTo- 
lubility  of  the  cryftalline,  are  by  no  means 
conclufive ;  on  the  contrary,  are  very  in- 
conclufive.  But  this  is  by  no  means  all  | 
for  if  what  I  alledged  be  true,  fome  other 
confequences,  not  a  little  interefting  to  the 
afflicted,  will  necefiarily  follow  : 

Firft,  if  the  foft  cataraCt  will,  when  its- 
capfula  is  properly  wounded,  mix  with  the 
aqueous  humour,  and  undergo  fuch  a  per¬ 
fect  difiTolution,  and  abforption,  as  to  leave 
the  eye  fair,  clear,  and  fit  for  vifion,  and 
which  I  have  fo  often  proved,  that  I  have 
not  the  fmalleft  doubt  about  it ;  it  will 

then 
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then  Follow,  that  the  foftnefs  of  a  cataradl, 
is  fo  far  from  being  an  unlucky  circum- 
llance,  that  it  is  rather  a  fortunate  one  ;  as 
it  enables  the  patient  to  receive  more  early 
affiftance  j  and  that  from  an  operation  at¬ 
tended  with  lefs  pain,  and  a  lefs  violation 
of  parts,  than  a  firmer  one  would  necefla- 
rily  require. 

■s 

,  Secondly,  When  the  cataradl  is  of  the 
mixed  kind,  and  which  therefore  fre¬ 
quently  foils  all  the  attempts  toward  de- 
preflion,  the  firmer  parts  -  may  very  fafely 
be  left  for  dilTolutiort  j  and  vifion  be  there¬ 
by  reftored. 

4 

And,  Thirdly,  when  the  catarad  fhall 
happen  to  be  of  the  firmer  kind,  and  du¬ 
ring  an  unfuccefsful  attempt  to  deprefs, 
get  through  the  pupil  behind  the  cornea, 
difappointment  will  be  fo  far  from  being 
the  confequence,  that  if  no  other  injury 
has  been  done  to  the  parts  within,  than 
what  fuch  attempt  neceflarily  required,  the 
difplaced  cryftalline  will  gradually  diflblve 


■I 
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arid  difappear ;  and  the  patient  will  fee  aS 
well  as  any  operation  could  have  enabled 
him  to  have  done. 

I  may  perhaps  be  told,  that  what  I  have 
hitherto  alledged  only  tends  to  prove,  that 
both  the  foft  and  riiixed  catatad:,  when 
mixed  with  the  aqueous  humour  by  the  la- 
ceration  of  the  capfula,  will  dilTolve,  but 
that  the  firm  one  will  not,  and  therefore 
muft  remain,  wherever  placed,  a  folid  opake 
body. 

k. 

t  ^ 

To  which  I  anfwer>  in  the  firft  places 
that  if  what  has  been  faid  relative  to  the 
foft,  and  to  the  mixed  catarad  be  true,  I 
cannot  help  thinking  it  to  be  very  advan¬ 
tageous,  In  the  fecond  place,  that  the 
opinion  concerning  the  indiffolubility  of 
the  difplaced  cry ital line,  has,  I  think, 
been  taken  up,  and  propagated,  without 

proper  authority  from  inquiry  and  experi- 

» 

ment,  tairly  and  deliberately  made,  and 
flands  merely  on  a  few  accidental  obferva- 
tions,  which  are  by  no  means  fatisfadory. 

D  And, 
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And,  in  the  third  place,  that,  as  far  as  my 
own  inquiry  and  obfervation  go,  I  am  fa- 
tisfied,  that  it  does  diffolve  wherever  pla¬ 
ced,  provided  it  be  perfedlly  freed  from  its 
attachment  in  its  natural  nidus. 

Both  men  and  books  talk  of  firm, 
hard,  intire,  uniform  catarafts,  as  if  they 
were  as  much  fo  as  what  are  found  in 
the  eye  of  a  boiled  fifh.  Whence  they 
borrow  this  idea,  I  know  not,  unlefs  it  be 
from  boiled  fifh  >  certain  I  am  that  it  is  not 
from  nature. 

Let 

i 

*  While  I  waa  preparmg  tfiefe  Iheets  for  the  prefs^, 
an  old  man  was  taken  into  St.  Barthok)mew's,  who 
had  a  cataradt  in  one  eye,  and  had,  by  fome  accident, 
loft  the  fight  of  the  other.  I  couched  him ;  the  cata«- 
racft  was  as  firm  as  I  had  ever  felt  any,  and  went 
down  as  eafily,  as  immediately,  and  as  intirely  as  pof- 
fible.  Three  days  after  the  operation,  he  was  feized 
with  fo  bad  a  fmall-pox,  that  he  died  on  the  eleventh, 
and  the  next  day  I  took  his  eye  home  and  examined  it. 
The  cataradl:  lay  juft  below  and  behind  the  uvea,  to-? 
ward  the  external  canthus.  It  was  become  fmall,  irre¬ 
gular,  and  manifeftly  in  a>.ftate  of  difiblution. 
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Let  any  man  examine  tht  mofl:  firm^ 

,  bpake  cryftalline,  taken  from  the  eye  of  a 
living  perfon^  and  which^  from  its  firm- 
nefs,  pafled  out  through  the  pupil  and  the 
divided  cornea,  with  the  greateft  facility ; 
he  will  generally  find  it  to  be  in  figuje,  fize, 
and  coniiftenee^  exceedingly  unlike  either  - 
to  the  natural  and  found  cryflalline,  or  to 
one  rendered  opake  by  heat ;  and  he  will 
alfo  find,  that  fuch  alteration  of  fhape  and 
fize  is  owing  to  a  partial  diflblution  of  its 
furface^  particularly  its  anterior  one ;  in 
fhorti  if  he  will  examine  it  carefully,  and 
without  prejudice,  he  will  fee^,'  that  what 
he  calls  an  ihtire,  firm  cataraft,  is  moft 
frequently  little  more  than  the  nucleus  of 
an  opake  cryftalline. 

If  a  man  might  be  allowed  to  argue  in  a 
cafe  of  this  kind,  a  prioH,  he  might  very 
feafonably  afk,  why  fliould  the  corpus  cry- 
ftallinum,  which,  although  opake,  is,  while 
in  its  natural  fituation,  and  enveloped  in 
its  proper  capfula,  fo  prone  to  diffolve,  as 

D  2  we 
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we  muft  know  that  it  is,  be  fuppofed  to  hs 
as  prone  to  induration,  immediately  upon 
being  removed  from  its  place. 

The  moft  ftrenuous  advocates,  for  ex- 
traftion,  cannot  help  allowing,  that  a  por¬ 
tion  or  portions  of  a  firm  catarad,  ■  which ' 
they  have  been  obliged  to  leave  behind  in 
the  operation,  diflblve  and  difappear  in  due 
time :  it  is,  indeed,  a  fadl  not  to  be  con- 
tradided  :  but  the  fame  people  fay,  that 
the  intire  cataradl  will  not.  What  idea 
they,  who  argue  thus,  have  of  an  intire 
cataradt,  I  know  not;  they  may  poffibly 
conceive  it  to  be  deprelTed,  ftill  remaining 
enveloped  in  a  firm  capfula,  and  therefore 
to  remain  indiflbluble ;  but  if  they  would 
refied  on  the  extreme  fincnefs  of  the  cap- 
fular  membrane ;  on  the  neceflary  adion  of 
the-  couching-needle,  when  applied  to  it ; 
and  on  the  different  confiftence  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  every,  even  the  moft  opake 
■  and  firm  catarad,  they  muft  fee  that  it  is 
a  portion  only  of  any  catarad,  however 
-\  firm,  which  can  in ‘general  be  deprefled. 

One 


One  of  the  arguments,  made  ufe  of  by 
fome  of  the  late  writers,  in  favour  of  ex- 
trafflion,  is,  that  as  the  cryftalline  mtifi  be 
dejlroyedy  it  had  better  be  removed.  Now 
how  can  it  be  faid  to  be  deilroyed,  if  it  be 
only  difplaced,  and  remain  indiffoluble  ? 
Let  them  take  which  fide  of  this  argument 
they  pleafe,  they  muft  be  wrong  :  for,  if 
the  difeafed  cryftalline  remain,  though 
depreftcd,  afolid  body  within  the  eye,  how 
can  it  be  faid  to  be  deftroved  ?  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  if  it  be  deftroyed  in  the  ope¬ 
ration  of  couching,  it  muft  be  by  diftblu- 
tion;  and  therefore  cannot  remain. 

The  laft  objedlion  to  the  operation  of 
couching  is,  that  it  muft  neceflarily  de¬ 
range,  and  violate,  the  internal  parts  of  the 
eye,  particularly  the  vitreous  humour. 

I 

If  what  I  have  faid  on  the  fubjedl  cf  the 
perfedlly  foft  cataradl,  as  well  as  on  that 
which  is  partially  fo,  ^the  greateft  part,  if 
not  the  whole  of  this  oDjedtion,  will  ceafe, ' 

D  2 
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with  regard  to  thefe  two :  and  it  will  be 
principally,  if  not  totally  confined  to  that 
which  is  called  firm  and  hard,  and  which^ 
by  its  refifiance  to  the  inftrument,  will  ad¬ 
mit  of  being  placed  in  the  inferior  part  of 
the  eye. 

t 

In  the  performance  of  this  operation,  the 
needle  may  certainly  be  fo  ufed,  as  to  do 
confiderable  mifehief  ^  but  then  it  mufl:  be 
from  the  unficilfulnefs  or  aukwardnefs  of 
the  operator ;  and  which  may  be  the  cafe 
of  every  operation  in  furgery.  But  is  an 
operation  juftly  chargeable  with  ills,  dedu- 
oibie  merely  from  its  haying  been  ill-exe¬ 
cuted  ?  I  hope  not, 

I  am  very  fenfible,  that  much  mifehief 
has  been  done  by  attempts  to  couch ;  but, 
in  the  firfr  place,  they  have  almoft  always 
been  the  confequence  of  want  of  judgment, 
or  want  of  dexterity,  in  the  operator;  and, 
in  the  next  place,  even  under  the  mofl  ex-  . 
aggerated  reprefentations,  they  are  by  nq 
means  equal  to  what  has  frequently  been 
confequence  of  attempts  to  extrad:, 

'  It 
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It  may  poffibly  be  fuppofed,  that  I  have 
conceived  a  prejudice  againft  the  operation 
of  extradlion.  Of  this  ]  am  not  confcious. 
1  have  fought  and  embraced  every  opportu¬ 
nity  which  a  publick  hofpital,  and  many 
years  pradice,  have  afforded  me  of  opera¬ 
ting  in  both  ways;  and  of  comparing  the 
confequences.  I  have  feen  many  of  the 
patients  of  others,  not  only  of  the  gentle¬ 
men  of  the  profeffion,  but  of  moft  of  the 
itinerant  operators ;  and  am  thereby  con¬ 
vinced,  that  the  greateft  part  of  the  objec¬ 
tions  to  the  operation  of  couching  are  in¬ 
valid  ;  have  not  been  the  relult  of  unpre¬ 
judiced  experience,  or  a  candid  regard  for 
truth ;  that  only  the  fair  and  profperous 
fide  of  the  queftion,  regarding  the  opera¬ 
tion  of  extraction,  has  been  induftrioully 
exhibited,  while  its  manifold  failures  and 
ill  -confequences  have  been  as  induftrioufly 
concealed ;  and  that  upon  a  fair  detail  and 
comparifon  of  all  the  advantages,  and  dif- 
advantages,  conveniences,  and  inconveni- 
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cnees  attending  each,  the  preference  will 
bp  found  juftly  due  to  the  needle. 

Inconveniences  and  difappointments  they 
are  both  too  liable  to  :  I  heartily  w'ifh  they 
were  not :  but,  from  the  mofl:  cool  and 
candid  attention  to  faft,  I  am  convinced, 
that  the  former  are  much  greater,  and  the 
latter  much  more  frequent,  in  the  opera¬ 
tion  of  extraction,  than  in  that  of  depref- 
fipn,  executed  with  the  fame  degree  of 
judgment. 
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ON  T-  H  E 


POLYPUS 


OF  THE 


N  O 


E. 


thefe,  as  in  the  preceding  re- 
j  ^  marks  on  the  catarad,  I  do- 
'  mean  to  enter  into  a  cir- 

cumftantial  hiflory  of  the  dif- 
eafe,  but  merely  to  offer  a  few  pradical 

obfervatlons  on  fuch  parts  of  the  dodrine 
concerning  it,  as  appear  to  me  to  have 

been 
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been  either  inadvertently  or  erroneoufly 
delivered. 

The  polypus  is  a  complaint  which  is  ai¬ 
rways  troublefome,  frequently  painful,  and 
fometimes  hazardous  j  the  firft  of  tbefe 
is,  the  neceflary  confequence  of  the  litu- 
ation  of  the  diftemper  j  the  fecond  arifes 
from  its  peculiar  nature  in  the  individual  ^ 
and  the  lad:,  fometimes  from  its  particular 
nature,  and  fometimes  frorn  the  manner? 
in  which  it  may  have  been  treated. 

Writers  tell  ns,  and  very  truly,  that  it 
is  a  difeafe  of  the  membrana  pituitaria 
narium ;  that  it  has  different  feats,  orU 
gins,  and  attachments ;  that  it  fprings 
from  the  ethmoid  bone,  from  the  offa 
fpongiofa,  from  the  feptum  narium,  and 
even  from  the  antra  maxillaria  i  that  it 
is  hard  or  foft,  pale  or  deep  red,  or 
fometimes  purple ;  that  it  is  equal  in 
its  furface  or  unequaj,  large  or  fmall,^ 
moveable  or  fixed,  fingle  or  multiform,, 
painful  or  indolent ;  that  it  makes  it$ 

appearance 


appearance  fdrward  in  the  noflrils,  or  back^ 
wards  in  the  fauces  behind  the  uvula  | 
and  that  it  may  be  ftrunious,  venereal^ 
or  cancerous.  When  they  have  given  us 
thefe  general,  and  merely  definitive  de- 
fcriptions,  they  immediately  proceed  to 
the  chirurgic  treatment,  or  method  of 
cure;  which,  they  tell  us,  is  either*  by 
extradtion,  or  the  pfe  of  efcharctics,  to 
which  fome  have  added  ligature  :  they  then 
give  a  general  defcription  of  the  manner  of 
ufing  the  forceps,  of  applying  efcharotics, 
or  of  paffing  the  firing  round  it ;  and  ha¬ 
ving  provided  ftyptics  for  the  fuppreffion 
of  haemorrhage,  they  leave  every  thing  elfe 
to  the  reader's  imagination,  and  to  the 

pradlitioner's  choice  and  judgment. 

% 

From  thefe  accounts,  thofe  who  have 
not  had  much  opportunity  of  feeing  for 
themfelves,  and  who  are  thereby  under  a 
fort  of  neceflity  of  forming  their  opinions,- 
and  regulating  their  pradlice  by  books,  are 
induced  to  believe  that,  except  in  fome  few 
•particular  inllances,  where  the  diftemper  is 
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palpably  cancerous,  that  all  others  afl 
equally  objefls  of  chirurgic  treatment! 
and  therefore,  that  if,  in  the  firft  inftancc! 
they  can  lay  hold  of  the  polypus  with  the 
forceps,  and  in  the  fecond,  can  provide 
againft  the  haemorrhage,  which  they  have 
heard  fo  much  of,  they  {hall  have  nothing 
elfe  to  do  or  to  fear. 

I 

To  me  I  muft  acknowledge^  the  matter 
appears  very  differently.  I  cannot  help 
thinkingj  that  there  are  many  polypi^ 
which,  although  they  are  neither  fcirrhous 
nor  cancerous,  are  very  unfit  for  any  chi¬ 
rurgic  treatment  whatever ;  and  that  from 
feveral  circumftances  :  which  circumftan- 
ces  may  ad:  in  different  manners,  though 
equally  prohibitory :  they  may  forbid  an 
attempt  merely  from  the  impoffibility  of  its 
being  fuccefsful;  or  they  may  forbid  it,  be- 
caufe  it  is  more  likely  to  do  harm  than 
good  !  more  likely  to  exafperate  the  difeafe 
than  cure  it  3  to  increafe  the  misfortune, 
than  to  leifen  it. 


The 
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The  diftindive  marks  of  the  diftemper, 
as  laid  down  by  writers,  are,  in  general, 
juft  and  true,  but  they  only  teach  a  young 
praditioner  to  know  the  difeafe  when  he 
may  fee  it ;  they  give  him  no  warning  of 
the  mifchief  he  may  incur  by  attacking  it 
unguardedly ;  nor  inform  him  of  a  very  fe- 
rious  truth,  viz.  that  this  is  a  fort  of  cafe, 
in  which,  when  real  mifchief  has  been 
done,  it  is  fometimes  without  remedy.  ^ 

'As  far  as  my  experience  and  obfervation 
go,  the  polypi,  which  begin  with,  or  are 
preceded  by,  coniiderable  or  frequent  pain, 
in  the  forehead  and  upper  part  of  the  nofe, 
and  which,  as  foon  as  they  can  be  feen,  arc 
cither  highly  red,  or  of  a  dark  purple  co¬ 
lour  ;  they,  which  from  the  time  of  their 
being  firft  noticed,  have  never  been  obfer- 
ved  to  be  fometimes  bigger,  fometimes  lefs, 
but  have  conftantly  rather  increafed;  they 
in  which  the  common  adions  of  coughing, 
fneezing,  and  blowing  the  nofe,  give 
pain,  or  produce  a  very  difagreeable  fen- 

fat  ion 
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ration  in  the  noftril  and  forehead ;  they 
which,  when  within  reach',  are  painful  td 
the  touch,  or  which,  upon  being  flightly 
touched,  are  apt  to  bleed ;  they  which 
feem  to  be  fixed  and  not  moveable  by  the 
adlion  of  blowing  the  nofe,  or  of  deriving 
the  air  through  the  afted:ed  noftril  only 
(where  the  polypus  is  only  on  one  fide) ; 
they  which  are  incompreffibly  hard,  and 
which,  when  preffed,  occafion  pain  in  the 
corner  of  the  eye,  and  in  the  forehead,  and 
which,  if  they  (lied  any  thing,  fhed  blood  ^ 
they  which,  by  adhelionj  occupy  a  very 
confiderable  fpace,  and  feem  to  confift  of 
a  thickening,  or  of  an  inlargement  of  all 
the  membrane  covering  the  feptum  na- 
rium;  they  which  fometimes  fhed  art 
ichorous,  offenfive,  difcoloured  difcharge ; 
and  they  round  vvhofe  lower  part,  withiii 
the  nofe,  a  probe  cannot  eafily  and  freely 
be  paffed,  and  that  to  fome  height,  ought 
not  to  be  attempted,  at  leaft  by  the  for¬ 
ceps  •  nor  indeed  by  any  other  means  with 
which  I  have  the  good  fortune  to  be  ac¬ 
quainted  ^  and  this  for  reafons  obvieufly 

deducible 
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deducible  from  the  nature  and  circtimflan-^ 
(?es  of  the  polypus.  On  the  one  hand,  the 
very  large  extent,  and  quantity  of  adheiion 
will  render  extirpation  impracticable^  even 
if  the  difeafe  could  be  comprehended  with¬ 
in  the  forceps,  which  it  very  frequently 
cannot ;  and,  on  the  other,  the  malign  na¬ 
ture  of  the  diftemper  may  render  all  partial 
removal,  all  unfuccefsful  attacks  on  it,  and 
indeed  any  degree  of  irritation,  productive 
of  the  mofl  difagreeable  confequcnces* 

But  the  polypi  which  are  of  a  palifli  or 
greyidi  light  brown  colour  |  or  look  like  a 
membrane  jufl:  going  to  be  floughy  ;  they 
which  are  feldom  or  never  painful,  nor 
become  fo  upon  being  prefled ;  they  which 
have  appeared  to  be  at  one  time  larger,  at 
another  lefs,  as  the  air  has  happened  to  be 
moifl:  or  dry  s  they  which  afcend  and  de- 
fcend  freely  by  the  aCtion  of  refpiration 
through  the  nofe ;  they  which  the  patient 
can  make  to  defeend  by  flopping  the  no'f- 
*  tril  which  is  free,  or  even  mofl  free,  and 
then  deriving  the  air  though  that  which 
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the  polypus  poffeffes;  they  which  when 
prefied  give  do  pain,  eafily  yield  to  fuch 
preffure,  become  flat  thereby,  and  diftil  a 
clear  lymph  ;  and  they,  round  whofe  lower 
and  vifible  part  a  probe  can  eafily,  and  that 
to  fonie  height,  be  pafled,  are  fair  and  fit 
for  extraftion ;  the  polypus,  in  thefe  cir- 
cumflances,  frequently  coming  away  in¬ 
tire  3  or  if  it  does  not,  yet  it  is  removeable 
without  pain,  haemorrhage,  or  hazard  o£ 
any  kind  ;  the  fecond  of  which  circum- 
fiances  I  can  with  ftrldl  truth  affirm,  I  - 
never  yet  met  with  when  the  difeafe  w'as  at 
all  fit  for  the  operation/^ 

Of 

^  They,  who  are  aiTecled  with  this  fort  of  polypus,  ' 
generally  complain,  and  that  for  a  confiderable  time 
iefore  the  polypus  becomes  vifible,  that  they  are  per¬ 
petually  catching  cold,  more  efpecially  in  moift  or  wet- 
weather  ;  though  they  feldom  have  any  other  fymptoms 
of  fuch  colds  than  the  ftoppage  in  and  difeharge  from  the 
nofe  ;  they  alfo  always  complain,  that  thefe  colds  al¬ 
ways  deprive  them  of  the  fenfe  of  fmelling.  In  moift 
weather,  or  in  a  fudden  change  from  dry  to  wet,  they 
are  alfo  fubjedt  to  frequent  fits  of  fneezing ;  and  when 
the  relaxed  membrane  is  moft  affedled,  to  very  confi¬ 
derable 
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Of  the  benign  kind  of  polypus,  fit  for 
^xtradion,  there  are  two  forts,  whofe 
principal  difference  from  each  other  con«i 
fiffs  in  their  different  origin  or  attachment  ^ 
that  v/hich  is  mo-ft  freely  moveable  within 
the  noffril,  upon  forcible  refpiration,  which 
has  been  found  to  be  moff  liable  to  chanee 

o 

of  fize,  at  different  times  and  feafons^- 
that  which  has  increafed  the  mofl  in  the 
fame  fpace  of  time  ;  that  which  feems  mofl 
limpid,  and  moft  freely  yields  lymph  upon 
preflure,  has  its  origin  mofi:  commonly  by 
a  ffalk  or  kind  of  peduncle,  w^hich  is  very 
fmall,  compared  to  the  fize  of  the  poly-^ 
pus;  while  that,  which  although  plainly 
moveable,  is  ftill  confiderablv  lefs  fo  than 
the  other,  which  has  been  lefs  liable  to  al¬ 
teration  from  air  and  feafons,  and  has  beefi 

E  2  rather 

derable  difeharge  of  thin  mucus  from  the  aiFeded  no- 
ffril.  Nor  do  I  remember  ever  to  have  feen  a  polypus 
of  this  kind,  which  was  not  immediately  fubjedl  to  a 
change,  upon  the  fudden  alteration  of  the  atmofphere, 
from  dry^to  moift ;  that  is,  they  always  become  longer, 
fall  down  lower,  and  look  fuller  and  paler,  and  gene¬ 
rally  deprive  the  patient  of  all  power  of  fmelling. 
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father  flow  in  arriving  at  a  very  trouble- 
fome  fize,  is  moft  frequently  an  elonga¬ 
tion  of  the  membrane  covering  one  of  the 
ofla  fpongiofa :  they  are  both  capable  of  be¬ 
ing  extraded,  and  that  with  no  kind  of 
hazard,  with  very  little  pain,  and  hardly 
any  hemorrhage  at  all  j  but  the  former  re¬ 
quires  the  leaft  force,  and  moft  frequently 
comes  away  ihtire  j  while  the  latter  often 
breaks,  comes  away  piece-meal,  and  ftands 
in  need  of  the  repeated  ufe  of  the  for¬ 
ceps. 

From  the  preceding  obfervations  a  few 
'pradical  inferences  may  be  drawn,  fuch  as 
the  following  : 

Firftj  That  the  polypi,  under  the  firft 
defcription,  very  rarely,  if  ever,  admit  an, 
attempt  toward  extraction,  and  that  not 
merely  from  the  improbability  of  Its  being 
attended  with  fuccefs,  but  becaufe  fuch  at- 
tempt  may  be  the  caufe  of  very  difagree- 
able  confequences. 

Second, 


,  Second,  That  in  thofe  which  do  admit 
an  operation,  or  the  ufe  of  the  forceps,  the 
degree  of  fuccefs  will  depend  principally 
upon  two  cifcumftances,  viz.  the  benig¬ 
nity  of  the  difeafe,  and  the  degree  and 
quantity  of  attachment ;  for  although  the 
nature  of  the  complaint  may  be  perfedlly 
benign,  yet  it  may  happen,  that  a  cure 
may  not  be  attainable,  and  that  merely 
from  the  degree  and  kind  of  attachment. 
And, 

Third,  That  the  haemorrhage  fo  much 
talked  of,  fo  follicitoufly  guarded  againif 
by  writers,  and  fo  much  dreaded  by  young 
practitioners,  will  not  often.  If  ever,  be 
met  with,  in  fuch  cafes  as  fairly  and  pro¬ 
perly  admit  the  operation. 

The  polypus  is  a  difeafe  which,  of  all 
others,  is  faid  to  be  moft  difficult  totally 
and  perfectly  to  eradicate,  and  rnoft  liable 
to  reproduction,  this  is,  in  feme  degree, 
true.  It  is  difficult,  in  many  inftanccs,  to 
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extirpate  It  totally,  and  it  does  often  grow 
again,  more  efpecially  that  fort  which 
fprings  from  the  offa  fpongiofa ;  but  yet, 
that  is  not  fo  often  the  cafe  as  it  is  fuppo- 
fed  to  be.  It  not  infreqiiently  happens,  that 
there  are,  at  the  fame  time,  two,  three,  or 
more  different  polypi,  each  of  which  is 
perfedly  diflind:  from  the  others,  and  has 
a  feparable  diflind  attachment.  When 
this  is  the  cafe,  the  loweft  or  mod  ante-^ 
rior,  having  the  open  noflril  before  it, 
eafily  makes  its  way  down,  uncompreffed, 
while  the  other,  or  others,  are  not  only 
kept  up,  and  out  of  fight,  but  are  alfo  con- 
liderably  comprelfed. 

When  the  one,  which  was  within  fight 
md  reach,  has  been  removed,  the  next 
falls  downward,  and  foon  becomes  vifible  ; 
jf  it  was  large  and  lax,  and  merely  kept 
up  by  what  lay  before  it,  it  is  often  to  be 
feen  immediately,  but  if  it  was  frnall  it 
may  be  out  of  fight,  and  can  only  be  fuf- 
peded  by  the  pafTage  of  air  through  the 
not  being  free,  although  the  poly¬ 
pus. 
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pus,  which  was  removed,  came  away  per« 
fedl  and  intire,  and  when  it  does  appear,  it 
paffes  for  a  reprodu(5tion  from  the  old  ilerii, 
though  it  is  really  another  and  perfectly  di- 
ftindl  polypus,  of  which  the  intire  date  of 
the  inverting  membrane,  and  the  fepara- 
tion  of  the  polypus,  from  its  rtngle  point 
of  attachment,  will,  upon  careful  exami¬ 
nation,  appear  irrefragable  proofs. 

It  may  perhaps  be  remarked  that,  in 
what  I  have  offered  concerning  this  di- 
rtemper,  I  have  confined  myfelf  merely  to 
the  operation  of  extraftion  o'nly  ;  and  have 
faid  nothing  concerning  the  various  me¬ 
thods  and  means  which  have  been  propo- 
fed  for  its  deftrudtion, 

V 

I  am  very  fenfible  that  many  of  our 
books  are  furniflied  with  relations  of  at¬ 
tempts  made  by  efcharotics,  and  by  a  kind 
of  medicated  fetons,  fome  of  which  have 
been  faid  to  be  fuccefsful.  If  I  had  ever 
found  them  fo,  I  rtiould  have  been  glad  to 
have  related  it,  but  I  cannot  fay  that  I 

’  E  4  have  ^ 
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have  ;  on  the  contrary,  all  that  I  have 
done  of  this  kind,  or  have  feen  done  by’ 
others,  has  ferved  more  and  more  to  deter 
me  from  pradfifing  it  again.  When  the 
polypus  is  loofe,  and  fairly  circumflanced 
for  extraelion,  it  is  not  only  the  beft  me- 
thod  of  cure,  but  is  always  advifeable,  and 
very  frequently  fuccefsful  ;  but  when  from 
immobility,  largenefs  of  attachment,  ma¬ 
lignity  of  nature,  or  from  any  other  caiifc,  it 
becomes  unfit  for  the  ufe  of  the  forceps,  it 
is  always,  as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ob- 
ferve,  ftill  more  unfit  for  cauilic ;  nor  in¬ 
deed  do  I  remember  a  fingle  cafe,  which 
has  been  fo  circumftanced  as  to  render  tlie 
ufe  of  the  forceps  abfolutely  unadvifeable, 
where  the  application  of  efcharotics  would 
not  have  been  much  more  fo,  as  experi¬ 
ment,  in  fo  me  of  them,  has  fatally  proved. 
The  flrudlure  and  irritability  of  parts  with¬ 
in'' the  nofe,  and  the  impoflibility  of  con¬ 
fining  the  application,  or  limiting  the  ef- 
feds  of  cauflic  medicines,  in  fuch  a  part 
in  whatever  manner  or  form  applied,  are 
palpable  objeftions  a  priori  ^  and  the  veyy 

diiagreeable 
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jdifagreeable  confequences,  which  have  been 
often  found  to  follow  from  the  inflamma- 
.tion  and  irritation,  of  what  it  was  impofii- 
ble  totally  to  deftroy,  have  been  too  feri- 
ous  to  be  flighted*^ 

-  The  polypus  fometimes,  inilead  of  faU 
ling  down  the  noftril,  makes  its  appearance 
backward  in  the  fauces  behind  the  uvula, 
in  which  cafe,  the  general  method  is  to 
extrad:  it  by  introducing  the  indrument 
into  the  mouth  inftead  of  by  the  nofe. 

This,  though  fometimes  pradicable,  h 
much  more  eafily  defcribed  than  executed ; 
and  in  fome  people  will  be  found  abfolutely 

impracticable. 

^  The  method  by  ligature,  whether  of  filk  or  wire, 
is  not  attended  with  the  inconveniences  of  the  cauftic, 
and  is  certainly  pradticabje  in  fome  inflances,  but  as 
far  as  I  have  feen  of  it,  is  by  no  means  equal  to  that  by 
the  forceps,  either  for  its  general  utility,  or  its  capa¬ 
city  of  perfectly  eradicating  the  excrefcence.  I  know 
fome  ingenious  pradtitioners,  who  approve  of  jt ;  but 
I  cannot  fay,  from  what  has  come  within  my  know¬ 
ledge,  that  it  appears  to  me  in  fg  recc  ramendaW^  i 
light. 


r 
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impradicable.  The  objedlion  arifes  from 
the  great  difficulty  of  keeping  the  tongue 
down  in  fome,  and  in  others  from  their 
incapability  of  permitting  any  thing  to 
touch  the  root  of  that  part,  or  any  part  of . 
the  fauces,  without  immediately  producing 
a  fpafm  :  to  which  might  be  added  that,  in 
fome  cafes,  the  polypus  is  fo  expanded  as 
almoft  to  conceal  the  uvula,  which  is 
therefore  liable  to  be  laid  hold  of  by  the 
inftrument,  to  the  no  fmall  detriment  of 
the  patient.  , 

However  large,  pendulops,  or  expanded 
fuch  polypus  may  be,  its  attachment  always 
is,  and  muft  be,  within  the  cavity  of  the 
nofe,  and  therefore  alv/ays  within  the  reach 
of  a  pair  of  forceps  introduced  that  way, 
efpecially  if  the  forceps  be  fomewhat  cur¬ 
ved  :  and  which,  when  the  excrefcence  ap¬ 
pears  behind  the  uvula,  will  have  one  ad¬ 
vantage  fuperior  to  what  it  has  when  the 
polypus  appears  in  the  nofe,  which  is,  that 
it  will  be  applied  much  nearer  to  the  point 
of  attachment,  and,  therefore,  mod  likely 
to  extirpate  it  perfedtly. 


I  can 


I  cannot  leave  this  fubjefl:  without  caa« 
tioning  the  young  praditioner  to  be  ex¬ 
ceedingly  careful  in  examining  and  inqui¬ 
ring  into  all  the  circumftances  previous  to 
his  undertaking  a  cure,  left  he  fhould  find> 
too  late,  that  he  has  gone  too  far  to  recede. 

For  want  of  fuch  caution,  I  have  feen 
hasmorrhages,  which  have  been  frightful, 
and  inflammations  which  have  proved  fa¬ 
tale  I  have  feen  a  cafe,  wherein  an  unto¬ 
ward  looking  polypus,  and  which  ought 
not  to  have  been  meddled  with,  has  been 
fo  attached  to  a  diftempered  feptum  nafi, 
that  it  has  come  away  with  it ;  I  ■  ave  feen 
the  fame  thing  happen  with  regard  to  al- 
moft  the  whole  of  the  ofla  palati;  and  I 
have  more  than  once  known  a  polypofc 
thickening  of  the  membrane  covering  the 
ofla  fpongiofa,  and  feptum  nafi,  which,  in 
all  probability,  would  have  remained  quiet 
a  great  length  of  time,  fo  irritated  by  rough 
treatment,  and  fuccefslefs  attempts,  as  to 
render  the  remainder  of  the  patients  life 
truly  miferable  to  himfelf,  and  ofFepfive 
to  others. 


\ 
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>  .ss.  .S5;  :0..  .«;  js<.  ,«>;  .is.  <s.  ^ 


GANGER 


S  C  R  o  T  1, 

AM  AZIN  I  has  written  a  book 
^  R  ^  de  morbis  artificum ;  the  Colic 
of'  Poidtou  is  a  well-known  di- 
ftemper,  and  every  body  is  acquainted 
with  the  diforders  to  which  painters^ 
plummerSj  glaziers,  and  the  workers  in 
white  lead,  are  liable ;  but  there  is  a  dif- 

eafe 
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eafe  as.  peculiar  to  a  certain  fet  of  people 
which  has  not,  at  leaft  to  my  knowledge, 
been  publickly  noticed  ^  I  mean  the  chirB- 
ney-fweepers'  cancer. 

It  is  a  difeafe  which  always  makes  its 
firft  attack  on,  and  its  firft  appearance  in 
the  inferior  part  of  the  ferotum  ;  where  it 
produces  a  fuperficial,  painful,  ragged, 
ill-looking  fore,  with  hard  and  rifing  edges. 
The  trade  call  it  the  foot-wart.  I  never 
faw  it  under  the  age  of  puberty,  which  is, 
I  fuppofe,  one  reafon,  why  it  is  generally 
taken,  both  by  patient  and  furgeon,  for 
venereal,  and  being  treated  with  mercurials, 

thereby  foon,  and  much  exafperated  :  in 
no  great  length  of  time,  it  pervades  the 
ikin,  dartos,  and  membranes  of  the  fero¬ 
tum,  and  feizes  the  tefticle,  which  it  in- 
larges,  hardens,  and  renders  truly  and  tho¬ 
roughly  diftempered ;  from  whence  it 
makes  its  way  up  the  fpermatic  procefs  in¬ 
to  the  abdomen,  moft  frequently  indura¬ 
ting,  and  fpoiling  the  inguinal  glands 
when  arrived  within  the  abdomen,  it  af- 

fedts 
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fedls  fome  of  the  vifcera,  and  then  very 
foon  becomes  painfully  deftruftive. 

I 

The  fate  of  thefe  people  feems  fingularly 
hard ;  in  their  early  infancy,  they  are  moft 
frequently  treated  with  great  brutality,  and 
almoft  ftarved  with  cold  and  hunger ;  they  > 

are  thruft  lip  narrow,  and  fometimes  hot 
chimnies,  where  they  are  bruifed,  burned, 
and  almoft  fuffocated ;  ahd  when  they  get 
to  puberty,  become  peculiarly  liable  to  a 
tnoft  noifome,  painful,  and  fatal  difeafe. 

Of  this  laft  eircumftance  there  is  not 
the  leaft  doubt,  though  perhaps  it  may  not 
have  been  fufficiently  attended  to^  to  make  it 
generally  known.  Other  people  have  can¬ 
cers  of  the  fame  parts ;  arid  fo  have  others, 
belide  lead-workers,  the  Poiftou  colic,  and 
the  confequent  paralyfis ;  but  it  is  never- 
theiefs  a  difeafe  to  which  they  are  peculi¬ 
arly  liable ;  and  fo  are  chimney-fweepers 
to  the  cancer  of  the  ferotum  and  tefti- 
cles. 
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If  there  be  any  chance  of  putting  a  flop 
to,  or  preventing  this  mifchief,  it  muft  be 
by  the  immediate  removal  of  the  part  af- 
fedled ;  I  mean  that  part  of  the  fcrotum 
where  the  fore  is,  for  if  it  be  fuffered  to 
remain  until  the  virus  has  feized  the  tefli- 
cle,  it  is  generally  too  late  even  for  caflra- 
tion.  I  have  many  times  made  the  expe¬ 
riment  }  but  though  the  fores,  after  fuch 
operation,  have,  in  fome  inflances,  healed 
kindly,  and  the  patients  have  gone  from  the 
hofpital  feemingly  well,  yet,  in  the  fpace  of 
a  few  months,  it  has  generally  happened, 
that  they  have  returned  either  with  the 
fame  difeafe  in  the  other  tefticle,  or  in  the- 
glands  of  the  groin,  or  with  fuch  wan  com¬ 
plexions,  fuch  pale,  leaden,  countenances, 
fuch  a  total  lofs  of  flrength,  and  fuch  fre¬ 
quent  and  acute  internal  pains,  as  have  fuf- 
ficiently  proved  a  difeafed  ftate  of  fome  of 
the  vilccra,  and  which  have  foon  been  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  painful  death. 

If 
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IF  extirpation  ever  bids  fair  for  the  cure 
6f  a  cancer,  it  feems  to  be  in  this  cafe j  but 
then  the  operation  fhould  be  ini'mediate> 
and  before  the  habit  is  tainted*  The  dif-* 
eafe,  in  thefe  people,  feems  to  derive  its 
origin  jfrom'  a  lodgrnent  of  foot  irl  the 
fugs0  of  the  fcroturh,  and  at  firft  not  to  be 
a  difeafe  of  the  habit.'  In  other  Cafes  of  d 
cancerous  nature,  in  which  the  habit  is  too 
frequently  concerned,  we  have  not  often 
fa  fair  a  profpcfl:  of  fuccefs  by  the  removal 
of  the  diftempered  part ;  and  are  obliged 
to  be  content  with  means,  which  I  wi£h  I 
could  fay  were  truly  palliative ;  but  here 
the  fubjedls  are  young,  in  general  in  good 
health,  at  lead:  at  firft ;  the  difeafe  brought 
on  them  by  their  occupation,  and  in  all 
probability  local ;  which  laft  circumftance 
may,  I  think,  be  fairly  prefumed  from  its 
always  feizing  the  fame  part :  all  this 
malces  it  (at  firft)  a  very  different  cafe 
from  a  cancer  which  appears  in  an  elderly 
man,  whofe  fluids  are  become  acrimonious 
from  time,  as  well  as  other  caufes ;  or  from 

F  2  the 
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the  fame  kind  of  complaint  in  women  w*hcs 
have  ceafed  to  menftruate.  But  be  all  this 
as  it  may,  the  fcrotum  is  no  vital  organ, 
nor  can  the  lofs  of  a  part  of  it  ever  be  at¬ 
tended  with  any,  the  fmallell:  degree  of 
inconvenience  j  and  if  a  life  can  be  prefer- 
ved  by  the  removal  of  all  that  portion 
that  is  difteropered,  it  will  be  a  very  good 
and  ealy  compolition ;  for  when  the  difcafc 
has  got  head,  it  is  rapid  in  its  progrefs, 
painful  in  all  its  attacks,  and  moft  cer¬ 
tainly  deftruflive  in  its  event. 


-JJ- 
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SECT.  I. 

Difeafes  of  the  0?nenfum,  particularly 
Omental  Her  nice* 

H  E  general  dotStrine  regarding 
jgV  I  ^  thefe,  is,  that  although  they 
are  fometimes  troublefome,  from 
their  weight  and  fize,  yet  the  omentum 
being  infenfible,  and  very  little,  if  at  all, 

F  4  neceffary 
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neceffary  to  vitality,  they  do  not  call  for 
our  immediate  affiftance,  and  never  endap- 
ger  thy  patient’s  life. 

That  omental  ruptures  are  not  attended 
with  thofe  immediately-hazardous  circum- 
ftances,  which  neceflarily  accompany  inte- 
ftinal  ones,  is  a  truth  beyond  all  doubt; 
but  that  difpfes  of  the  omentum  are  of 
little  confequence,  or  that  this  kind  of  rup¬ 
ture  is  fo  harmlefs,  as  never  to  bring  the 
life  of  the  patient  into  danger,  and  to  prove 
pofitively,  as  well  as  eventually  fatal,  is  a 
pofition  which  is  by  no  means  true. 

Intedinal  ruptures  are,  primarily  and 
originally  hazardous,  and  this  hazard  ari- 
fes  as  well  from  the  flrudure,  as  from  the 
fundions  of  the  parts  concerned.  The 
tender  membranes  of  the  inteftines,  are 
very  little  able  to  bear  any  confiderable  de¬ 
gree  of  inflammation  ;  and  neither  dige- 
ftion  of  the  food,  propulfion  of  the  chyle 
into,  and  through  the  ladeals,  nor  expul¬ 
sion  of  the  iaeces  from  the  large  guts  (of¬ 
fices 
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fices  abfolutely  neceffary  to  the  very  exi- 
ftence  of  ’the  animal)  can  be  executed, 
while  fuch  ftrifture  is  made  on  any  part  of 
the  inteftinal  canal,  as  either  hinders  its 
natural  motion,  or  renders  its  tube  imper¬ 
vious  ;  confequently,  whenever  this  hap¬ 
pens,  from  whatever  caufe,  the  patient  is 
immediately  difordered,  and  brought  into 
a  ftate  of  hazard. 

The  omentum  is  not  indeed  fo  liable  to 
injury,  either  from  its  ftrudiure,  or  from 
its  office ;  the  diflodgmentof  it  from  its  na¬ 
tural  fituation  within  the  belly,  or  its  en¬ 
gagement  in  a  ftridlure,  feldom  produce  any 
immediate,  or  very  preffing  fymptoms ;  and 
therefore  its  confinement,  within  a  hernial 
fac,  has  feldom  been  regarded  as  a  matter 
of  importance.  Taken  in  a  general  fenfe, 
it  certainly  is  not.  The  difplacement  of  a 
mere  portion  of  caul,  from  its  natural  fitu¬ 
ation,  and  the  detention  of  it  in  the  groin 
or  fcrotum,  will  not,  in  general,  occafion 
any  fuch  interruption  in  any  of  the  func¬ 
tions  of  the  a.nimal,  or  fo  diforder  its  in- 

ternal 
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tcrnal  ©economy,  as  to  produce  a  confider- 
able  degree  of  pain,  or  hazard  :  but  who- 
ever  from  thence  concludes,  that  omental 
ruptures  are  abfolutely  void  of  danger,  will 
find  himfelf  much  deceived  :  a  more  at¬ 
tentive  obfervation  of  the  difeafe,  and  of 
its  effedts,  will  inform  him,  that  very  con- 
fiderable  mifehief  fometimes  attends  them, 
and  that  the  ill  confequences  of  negledl  or 
niifmanagement,  though  perhaps  lefs  fre¬ 
quent,  and  lefs  rapid,  are  not  lefs  real. 

The  ills  which  may  attend  omental  her¬ 
nias,  are  of  two  kinds:  one  of  which  is 
primary  or  original,  proceeds  from  the 
part  which  firft  formed  the  rupture,  and  is 
confined  to  it,  independent  of  any  other ; 

,  the  other  is  fecondary,  or  an  accidental 
confequence,  flowing  indeed  from  the 
fame  original  malady,  but  affedting  other 
parts  alfo. 

The  omentum  is  liable  to  inflammation, 
fuppuration,  gangrene,  mortification,  and 
feirrhus,  while  in  its  natural  fituation  within 


the  cavity  of  the  belly ;  and  each  of  thefe 
ftates  is  often  the  real,  though  moft  com¬ 
monly  unfufpefled  caufe  of  very  alarming 
fymptoms,  and  not  infrequently  of  death* 
It  is  not  only  liable  to  the  fame  morbid  al¬ 
terations,  when  thruft  forth  from  the  ca¬ 
vity  into  a  hernial  fac,  but  the  negledt  or 
mifmanagement  of  it,  when  there,  is  pro¬ 
ductive  of  thefe  and  other  evils,  which, 
for  want  of  a  proper  attention,  have  either 
been  totally  overlooked,  or  fet  to  the  ac-r 
count  of  other  caufes.  Violent,  or  contir 
nued,  preflure  on  it  has  produced  inflam-r 
mation  with  ^  all  its  confequences ;  has 
brought  on  fever  of  a  very  bad  kind,  fup-; 
puration,  flough,  and  fphacelus ;  long 
confinement  of  it,  within  a  hernial  fac,  has 
occafioned  fuch  other  alteration  in  its  form 
and  texture,  as  to  repder  it  truly  a  difeafed 
body,  and  to  produce  many  inconveniences 
from  fuch  its  morbid  ftate  ;  and  an  undue 
or  interrupted  circulation  through  it,  by 
means  of  ftriCture,  occafions,  fometimes, 
fuch  a  collection  of  extravafated  fluid,  in 
the  fac,  as  to  render  it  a  neceffary  objedl  of 
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a  furgeon’s  attention  ;  not  to  mention  that 
the  dragging  down  a  larger  portion  of  the 
caul,  iqto  the  fcrotum,  proves  fometimes 
more  than  merely,  diragreeable,  by  reafoti 
of  its  connection  with  the  abdominal  vif- 
cera. 


Thefe  are  ills^  which  arife  from  omental 
ruptures  primarily,  and  are  dependant 
upon  the  nature  of  the  difeafe,  confidered 
abftraCtedly,  without  any  view  to,  or  con¬ 
nection  with  any  other.  But  there  is  an¬ 
other  which,  although  it  may  be  called  fe- 
condary,  or  be  confidered  as  a  confe- 
quence,  is  both  frequent  and  hazardous. 

When  a  portion  of  the  peritoneum^ 
forming  a  hernial  fac,  has  been  thruft 
quite  down  into  the  fcrotum,  I  believe  I 
may  venture  to  affirm  (notwithftanding 
\vhat  may  have  been  faid  to  the  contrary) 
that  it  feldom  or  neyer  returns  back  into 
the  abdomen  again,  but  becomes  immedi¬ 
ately,  and  wholly,  connected  vyith  the  cel¬ 
lular  membrane,  invefting  the  fpermatic 

yeffcls  I 
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veflels  5  fo  that  whoever  has  onqe  had, 
fueh  fac  fo  protruded,  can  never  haVe  any 
fecurity  againft  the  difcafe,  called  a  rup¬ 
ture,  but  what  is  derived  from  fuch  means 
as  may  render  the  entrance  into  that  bag, 
too  fmall,  to  permit  any  thing  to  pafs  from 
one  cavity  into  the  other.  Upon  this  prin¬ 
ciple,  and  on  this  only,  ftands  the  utility, 
and  indeed  the  neceffity,  of  Trufles  and 
fuch  kinds  of  bandages.  By  thefe  in  in-^ 
fants,  and  in  young  fubjefts,  fuch  a  coarc¬ 
tation,  or  leflening  of  the  entrance  into  the 
fac,  is  produced,  that  a  firm  and  perma¬ 
nent  cure  is  often  obtained ;  but  in  the 
majority  of  adults,  and  in  all  people  far 
advanced  in  life,  fuch  effedl  is  not  to  be 
expedled.  It  does  indeed  happen  to  fome 
few,  but  it  is  to  be  regarded  as  an  acci¬ 
dental  benefit  i  and  the  bandage,  being 
the  only  means,  whereby  a  defcent  can  be 
prevented,  it  ought  to  be  conflanfly  and 
unremittingly  worn. 

Whoever  has  a  juft  idea  of  an  hernial 
fac,  muft  be  convinced,  that  while  a  body, 

or 
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or  fubftance  of  any  kind,  poffefies  that  part 
of  it  which  communicates  immediately 
with  the  belly,  that  fuch  pafTage  can  never 
be  clofed  :  and,  eonfequently,  that  the  one 
point,  in  which  even  the  palliative  cure  of 
a  rupture  confifts,  can  never  be  accom- 
p'liflied. 

» 

A  portion  of  omentum,  although  if 
be  compreffible,  foft,  and  fl'ippery,  will, 
while  it  remains  in  fuch  paffage,  keep  it 
as  conftantly,  and  as  certainly  open,  as 
any  other  body  whatever  ^  and  from  the 
very  circumftances  of  its  being  foft,  flip- 
pery,  and  compreflible,  will  ftill  more 
eafily  let  any  other  body  pafs  by  it  5  a  por¬ 
tion  of  the  inteflinal  canal  is  frequently 
prefled  againfl:  the  mouth  of  this  fac,  and 
that  with  confiderable  force,  the  orifice, 
being  open,  ,  and  the  omentum  affording 
but  little  refiftance,  the  faid  portion  is  of¬ 
ten,  pufhed  into  the  bag,  and  by  this  means 
a  new,-  and  ftill  more  interefting  and  ha¬ 
zardous  complaint  is  added  to  the  old  one. 


This 
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This  happens  much  more  frequently 
than  it  is  fuppofed  to  do :  and  ds,  in  the 
nature  of  things,  fo  probable,  that  no  per- 
fon,  who  has  an  omental  rupture^  can,  for 
any  the  (horteft  fpace  of  time,  be  faid  to 
be  fecure  againft  the  defcent  of  a  portion 
of  inteftine ;  and  confequently  is  always 
liable  to  every  kind  and  degree  of  hazard 
attending  an  inteftinal  one.  • 


C  A  S  E 
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CASE  I. 

Gentleman,  about  forty-three  years 
old  had,  for  fome  time,  been  fubjeft 
to  a  rupture  of  the  omental  kind,  which 
came  down  when  he  was  in  an  efe^S  po- 
fture,  and  went  up  with  great  eafe  when 
he  lay  fupine. 

i  reduced  it,  and  put  on  him  a  trufs^j 
which  anfwered  the  purpofe  very  welh  by 
keeping  the  rupture  up  all  the  while  it  was 
worn  ;  but  the  patient  difliking  the  necef- 
fary  degree  of  prefliire,  and  finding  very 
little  inconvenience  from  his  difeafe,  (it 
being  merely  a  piece  of  caul)  laid  afide  the 
ufe  of  his  bandage,  and  fuffered  his  rup¬ 
ture  to  take  its  own  courfe. 

Being  obliged  to  take  a  long  journey  on 
horfeback,  and  being  apprehenfive  that  his 
complaint  might,  by  exercife  in  hot  wea¬ 
ther,  prove  troublefome,  he  had  a  mind  to 

put 
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put  his  trufs  on  again,  not  doubting  but 
that  he  could  replace  his  rupture  as  eafily 
as  he  had  been  accudcmed  to  do :  he  tried 
feveral  times,  but  could  not  accomplifli  it  s 

he  came  to  me,  I  tried,  and  was  foiled.  I 

1. 

^peated  the  attempt 'again,  and  again,  but 
to  no  purpofe,  ftill  being  clear  that  the  dif- 
cafe  confided  only  of  a  portion  of  omen¬ 
tum,  and  that  not  large. 

From  me  he  Went  to  oile  of  the  adver- 
tifers  5  who  having,  for  a  day  or  two, 
amufed  him  with  anointing  his  groin, 
put  on  him  a  bandage  with  a  large,  hard, 
bolder ;  which  being  buckled  very  tight, 
he  ^was  permitted  to  begin  his  journey, 
and  was  told  that,  long  before  he  returned, 
the  portion  of  caul  would  be  fhrunk  to  no¬ 
thing,  and  his  difeafe  thereby  cured.  He 
fet  out,  and  got  about  twenty  miles,  when 
he  found  himfelf  fo  ill,  and  in  fo  much 
pain,  that  he  determined  to  come  back  to 
London ;  which  he  accompiifhed  with 
great  difficulty. 


G 


I  found 


I  found  him  in  extreme  pain  ail  over  his 
belly,  which  would  hardly  bear  being 
touched;  he  was  incapable  not  only  of  fit¬ 
ting  or  (landing  upright,  but  even  of  ly¬ 
ing  (Iraight  upon  his  back ;  he  could  hardly 
bear  the  weight  of  the  bed-cloatbs ;  and 
the  moft  gentle  prefTure,  toward  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  his  belly,  and  his  groin,  was  into¬ 
lerable.  The  fcrotum,  and  fpermatic  pro- 
cefs,  on  the  ruptured  fide,  were  fwollen, 
tenfe,  and  inflamed  ;  his  (loin  was  hot,  and 
dry  ;  his  pulfe  hard,  and  frequent,  and  he 
had  fuch  a  degree  of  reflleflhefs,  that  al¬ 
though  motion  was  very  painful  to  .him, 
yet  he  could  not  lie  ftill  for  two  minutes. 

1 

Notwithflanding  the  many  opportuni¬ 
ties  which,  before  this  accident,  I  had  had 
of  knowing  the  true  nature  of  his  rupture, 
and  that  I  was  perfedly  convinced,  that  it 
had  always  been  omental  merely,  yet  from 
his  acute  pain,  from  the  inlarged  and  in¬ 
flamed  Hate  of  the  procefs,  and  from  the 
nature  and  rapidity  of  his  fymptoms,  I  was 
much  inclined  to  believe,  that  a  portion  of 

inteftinc 
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i'nteflin’e  had  fome  fhare  in  the  prefent 
mifchief  but  the  patient,  who  was  a  very- 
intelligent  man,  infifted  on  it  that  it  had 
not,  and  that  all  his  prefent  malady  was 
caufed  by  the  preffure  of  the  trufs  on  the 
omentum. 

I  took  away  a  confiderable  quantity  of 
blood,  and;  notwithilanding  the  patient's 
opinion,  directed  a  folution  of  the  fal  rii- 
pell.  in  infuf.  fenas  to  be  taken  immedi¬ 
ately,  and  a  purging  glyfter  to  be  thrown 
Up  as  foon  as  it  could  be  got  ready  j  for  the 
parts  were  in  fuch  a  ilate,  that,  had  there 
been  more  convincing  marks  of  inteftinal 
ftrifturc,  reduction  by  the  hand  was  at 
that  time  impraclicable,  and  unfit  to  be 
attempted.  I  faw  him  in  about  fix  or 
eight  hours.  The  difcharge,  per  anum, 
had  been  fuch  as  to  put  an  end  to  all  fuf- 
picion  of  ftrifture  on  any  part  of  the  inte- 
flinal  tube,  but  his  inflammatory  fymp- 
toms  were  not  at  all  lefTened.  I  took  away 
more  blood,  and  would  fain  have  put  him 
into  a  femicupium,  but  the  dread  of  mo- 

G  2  tion 
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tion  prevented  him  from  complying  with 
it.  His  pain  was  excefilve  ;  and  as  he  had 
now  loft  a  very  confiderable  quantity  of 
blood,  and  had  had  a  very  free  difcharg.e 
by  ftool,  I  threw  up  a  glyfter  of  warm  wa¬ 
ter,  oil,  and  laudanum,  and  gave  him  two 
grains  of  extraft.  thebaic,  by  the  mouth. 
He  pafied  fo  bad  a  night,  that  he  was  glad, 
early  in  the  morning,  to  comply  with  the 
ufe  of  the  bathing  tub,  by  the  repeated 
ufe  of  which,  and  taking  care  to  keep  the 
body  open,  by  lenient,  oily,  remedies,  he, 
at  the  end  of  four  days,  got  to  be  eafy. 

Fomentation  and  poultice  reduced  the 
tumefadlion  in  the  groin  and  fcrotum,  and 
when  they  were  removed,  the  rupture  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  nearly  in  the  fame  ftate  as  be¬ 
fore  the  accident,  only  a  little  larger. 

Two  years  after  this  he  died,  and  was 
opened  3  his  rupture  was  found  to  be  ♦ 
merely  omental,  and  the  portion  of  caul 
vvhich  formed  it  was,  in  its  inferior  part„ 
adherent  to  the  hernial  fac  in  two  places. 

CASE 


[  ^5  ] 


CASE  il. 

A  Young  man,  who  worked  as  a 

neyman  with  a  iilver-fmith  in  Fof- 
ter-lane,  came  to  me  three  or  four  differ¬ 
ent  times,  on  account  of  a  rupture,  which 
appeared  to  have  every  niark  of  being 
merely  omental. 

It  was  large,  and  had,  as  he  faid,  been 
for  fome  years  eafily  reducible  ^  but  it  was 
not  at  all  fo  at  his  laft  vilit  to  me.  By  a 
late  increafe  of  fize  and  weight,  it  was 
become  very  trotiblefome,  as  well  as  very 
vifible.  Finding  reduftion  impradticable, 
I  recommended  to  him  the  ufe  of  a  fuf^ 
penfory  bandage,  and  gave  him  diredtions 
for  his  general  condudt. 

At  the  diftance  of  about  fix  months 
from  his  laft  vifit,  J  was  fent  for  to  St. 
Bartholomew’s  hofpital  in  a  hurry,  to-  a 
perfon  fuppofed  to  labour  under  a  hernia 
with  ftridlure. 

G  2  I  found 


I  found  a  man,  who  was  only  not  dead  5 
he  had  a  dying  countenance,  a  faultring 
pulfe,  a  conftant  hiccough,  and  cold  ex¬ 
tremities. 

As  it  did  not  appear  to  me,  that  it  was 

T 

poffible  for  me  to  do  him  any  fervice,  I 
was  going  away,  but  was  called  back  at 
the  patient’s  particular  requeft.  He  made 
himfelf  known  to  me  to  be  the  perfon  I 
have  juft  mentioned  j  and  a  friend,  who 
was  with  him,  gave  me  the  following  ac« 
count : 

That  a  few  days  before,  having  an  in¬ 
tention  to  marry,  and  believing  that  his 
rupture  would  be  prejudicial  to  him,  he 
had  applied  to  lomebody  wdio  had  been  re¬ 
commended  to  him,  for  relief:  that  the 
perfon  to  whom  he  applied,  having  re¬ 
ceived  from  him  fuch  gratuity  as  he  could 
afford,  at  that  time,  in  part  of  payment, 
had  promifed  to  cure  him  within  a  month  : 
that  he  anointed  him  for  two  or  three  days, 

with 
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with  an  ointment,  and  then  put  on  him  a 
very  firidt  bandage  :  that  he  was  ordered  to 
wear  this  bandage  conftantly,  day  and 
night :  that  when  he  had  worn  it  three 
days,  not  being  able  longer  to  endure  the 
pain  it  caufed,  he  took  it  ofF,  and  went  to 
his  furgcon,  who  feemed  to  be  furprized  j 
and  bad  him  go  home,  apply  to  his  groin 
and  fcrotum  a  poultice  made  of  boiled  tur¬ 
nips  and  hog's-lard,  and  come  to  him  again 
the  next  day  :  that  the  inflammation  and 
fwelling  increafing,  he  was  prevented  from 
fulfilling  the  lafl:  injundlion,  and  therefore 
fent  for  his  operator,  who  came  to  him, 
examined  the  parts,  faid  he  had  got  the 
pox,  and  refufed  to  do  anything  more  for 
him  without  the  depofit  of  another  five 
guineas,  and  that  not  being  able  to  comply 
with  this  demand,  his  friends  had  brought 
him  to  the  hofpitah 

The  fcrotum  had  been  of  confiderable 
fize,  but  was  now  fubfided ;  it  had  been 
very  painful,  but  was  now  eafy^  it  was  in 
many  places  livid ;  and  upon  handling, 
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the  fingers  perceived  that  alarming  crept- 
tuS;,  which  infallibly  denotes  putrid  air 
from  gangrenous  membranes. 

-  When  I  faw  him  in  health,  I  was  per- 
fedly  fatisfied  that  his  rupture  was  merely 
omental  ^  I  was  as  much  fatisfied,  that  his 
prefent  ftate  was  owing  to  his  bandage  ^ 
but  neverthelefs  I  cannot  but  fay,  that  I 
fufpefted  a  piece  of  inteftine  to  have  flip¬ 
ped  down,  and  to  have  occafioned  this  fa¬ 
tality  by  being  preffed  on. 

~  ■  4 

I  inquired  into  his  difcharge  by  ftool, 
and  was  told,  that  he  had  a  large  one  with¬ 
in  the  laft  two  days,  but  having  often  ex¬ 
perienced  how  liable  people  are  to  decep¬ 
tion,  in  thefe  cafes,  I  did  not  give  in  tire 
credit  to  the  account. 

That  evening  he  died,  and  next  morn¬ 
ing  he  was  opened. 

The  fcrotiim  and  hernial  fac  were  com¬ 
pletely  mortified,  and  within  the  latter, 

1  "  -r  * 
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was  a  fmall  quantity  of  a  mofl  exxeedingly 
offenfive  fanies,  together  with  a  large  piece 
of  fphacelated  omentum  only.  The  whole 
inteftinal  tube  was  within  the  belly  per- 
fedlly  found,  and  in  good  order,  but  the 
omentum,  within  that  cavity,  had  par« 
taken  coniiderably  of  the  mifchief  done  to 
that  part  of  it  which  was  in  the  hernia! 
fac,  and  was  gangrenous  throughout. 


CASE 
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'  CASE  III. 

J  W  A  S  delired  to  vlfit  a  gentleman  at 
Hackney,  who  had,  for  fome  years, 
been  afHicted  with  a  rupture,  ivhich,  at 
different  times,  had  been  examined  by  Mr. 
Sainthill,  Mr.  Samuel  Sharpe,  and  others  ^ 
and  had,  by  every  body,  been  deemed  to 
be  merely  omental.  For  fome  years  it  had 
been  kept  up  by  means  of  a  fteel  tru fs ; 
but,  a  few'  months  before  I  ‘faw  him,  he 
had  laid  afide  his  trufs,  and  had  put  on  a 
dimoty  bandage,  with  a’  large  bolder, 
which  he  had  worn  very  tightly  buckled. 
How  he  had  managed  himfelf  in  other  re- 
fpedts,  I  know  not ;  but  I  found  him  with 
his  groin  and  fcrotum  much  fwollen,  and 
very  painful  to  the  touch ;  he  was  hot  and 
feverifh,  and  had  been  two  days  without  a 
ftool.  The  date  of  the  parts  was  fuch,  that 
an  immediate  attempt  to  reduce  the  rup¬ 
ture  by  the  hand  was  impradlicable,  at  lead 
could  not  have  been  attended  with  any 
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probability  of  fuccefs.  He  was  Immedi¬ 
ately  let  blood,  had  a  glyfter,  and  an  ape¬ 
rient  draught.  Next  day  I  found  him 
worfe,  in  more  pain,  with  more  inflamma¬ 
tion,  and  a  greater  degree  of  tumefadion, 
and  had  not  yet  had  a  ftool.  I  was  obliged 
to  depend  upon  the  patient's  own  account 
of  his  cafe  previous  to  this  attack.  He  in- 
fifted  on  it,  that  his  rupture  had  never  been 
inteftinal,  and  that  every  body  who  had 
feen  it,  had  given  him  that  aflhrance.  This 
I  could  not  contradid,  but  was,  at  the 
fame  time,  much  inclined  to  believe,  that 
a  portion  of  inteitine  was  down  now. 
The  cataplafm  was  applied  over  the  whole 
fcrotum  and  groin,  a  flimulating  glyfter 
again  thrown  up,  and  a  purging  mixture 
ordered  to  be  taken,  cochleatim,  every  two 
hours,  until  he  fliould  have  flools,  but  all 

to  no  purpofe. 

$ 

On  the  third  day  he  was  worfe  in  every 
tefped ;  his  belly  exceedingly  tenfe,  his 
pain  great,  his  reftleffnefs  fatiguing,  and 

he 
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he  felt  not  the  leaft  tendency  towards  a 
difcharge  per  anum. 

I  propofed  the  operation,  but  the  pa¬ 
tient  and  his  friends  objeded.  A  glyider, 
of  an  infufion  of  Tobacco,  was  admini- 
ftered.  This  produced  fuch  ficknefs,  and 
languor,  with  cold  fweats,  &c.  as  alarmed 
every  body,  but  produced  no  ftool. 

Late  in  the  evening,  he  fubmitted  to  the 
operation.  The  parts  were  now  fo  altered, 
that  I  guarded  myfelf  with  a  moft  doubt¬ 
ful  prognoftic.  1  made  an  incifion  from 
the  groin,  to  the  bottom  of  the  ferotum  ^ 
the  dcin,  dartos,  and  hernial  fac,  were  all 
gangrenous^  and,  from  the  cavity  of  the 
fac,  I  let  out  a  confiderable  quantity  of  a 
moft  offenfive  fanies,  and  with  it,  a  large, 
putrid  Hough,  which  appeared  to  have 
been  a  part  of  the  omentum.  I  examined 
the  opening  in  the  abdominal  mufcle,  and 
was  fatlslied  that  it  was  in  a  natural  flate, 
and  that  nothing  from  the  abdomen  was 
engaged  in  it.  On  which  account  I  did 
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not  meddle  with  it,  but,  having  dreffed 
the  wound  fuperficially,  put  on  his  poul¬ 
tice  again.  Dr.  de  la  Cour  was  prefect  at 
the  operation,  and  diredted  for  the  patient. 
Another  day  paffed  without  ftool,  and  this 
I  thought  muft  have  been  his  laft  day,  but 
on  the  fifth  he  had  a  mofl  plentiful  dif- 
charge,  and  was  thereby  relieved  from  the 
tenfion  of  his  belly,  and  his  moft  trouble- 
fome  fymptoms. 

The  fore  was  a  long  time  crude  and  un¬ 
kindly,  but  by  means  of  the  bark,  and 
proper  diet,  all  difficulties  were  furmouu'* 
ted,  and  the  patient  got  well. 

Had  a  piece  of  intefline  been  in  the  fac, 
it  muft,  I  think,  have  neceffarily  partaken 
of  the  ftate  in  which  both  it  and  the 
omentum  were  ;•  and  although  the  patient 
might  poffibly  have  furvived,  yet  a  dif- 
charge  of  foeces  through  the  wound  muft^, 
at  leaft  for  a  time,  have  been  the  confe- 
quence ;  but  here  was  nothing  of  that 
kind,  nor  any  reafon  after  the  conftipation 

was 
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was  removed,  to  fuppofe  that  the  inteftihe 
had  ever  fuftained  any  injury,  or  had  any 
fhare  in  the  complaint. 

CASE  IV. 

M  A  N,  about  fifty-five  years  old^ 
afked  my  opinion  concerning  a  hard 
fwelling,  which  he  had  on  each  fide>  both 
in  the  groin  and  fcrotum. 

To  the  eye  they  appeared  like  omental 
hernias ;  but,  upon  examination,  they  were 
not  only  Unequal  in  their  furface,  but 
traggy,  and  incomprefiibly  hard. 

The  patient  faid,  that,  at  the  time  of 
handling  them,  they  gave  him  very  little 
oneafinefs,  but  that  fuch  handling  always 
made  them  painful  for  fome  time  after: 
that  he  was,  at  times,  attacked  with  acute 
pain  darting  through  his  belly,  up  into  his 
loins,  and  that  fuch  attack  was  frequently 
attended  with  a  naufea,  and  an  inclination 
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to  vomit :  that  he  had  been  fub]e£l  to  a 
painful  cholic,  attended  generally  with 
conftipation  .of  belly  :  that  an  ered:  pofture, 
if  continued  for  any  length  of  time,  was 
very  irkfome :  that  thefe  fwellings  were, 
for  feveral  years,  foft  and  eafily  returnable 
into  the  belly  :  that  while  they  were  fo, 
he  had,  by  the  advice  of  Mr.  Samuel 
Sharpe,  worn  a  fleel  trufs,  but  that  being 
engaged  in  a  buftling,  active  kind  of  life, 
and  the  trufs  not  always  doing  its  duty,  he 
had  left  it  off  for  fome  years.  That  for 
the  laft  two  years,^  he  had  never  been  able 
to  return  either  of  them,  lince  which  they 
had  altered  very  much  :  that,  in  their  pre- 
fent  ftate,  he  had  confulted  feveral  of  the 
profeffion,  and  fome  quacks :  that  by  fome 
they  had  been  deemed  fcirrhous  tefticles, 
by  others,  fcirrhi  of  the  fpermatic  procef- 
fes  :  that  he  had  gone  through  a  courfe  of 
mercurial  inundlion  ;  had  taken  freely  of 
the  folution  of  fublimate  cu.  decofl:.  rad. 
farfiparillae,  and  had  (in  his  own  phrafe) 
fwallowed  a  wheel-barrow  full  of  cicuta  ^ 
that  he  had  been  promifed  a  cure  by  ha«» 


viog 


■[  96  ] 

ving  them  laid  open,  to  which  he  had  fuS- 
mitted,  had  not  the  operator  been  too  la- 
vhh  in  his  promifes,  and  too  exorbitant  in 
his  demands ;  and  that  frequent  attempts 

had  been  made  to  foften  them  by  fomen- 

¥ 

tation,  poultice  &e.  but  all  to  no  pur- 


He  had  a  fallow  complexion,  a  languid 
fatigued  look,  a  weak,  irregular  pulfe,  too 
much  heat  and  thirft,  and  too  little  urine  : 
upon  the  whole,  he  feemed  a  very  impro¬ 
per  fubjed;  for  any  chirurgic  treatment,  if 
any  could  have  been  rationally  propofed  ,* 
but  as  it  did  not  appear  to  me  that  any¬ 
thing  of  that  kind  could  be  done. for  him, 
I  advifed  him  to  keep  his  ferotum  fuf- 
pended,  and  to  confult  a  phyfician  on  ac¬ 
count  of  his  general  flate; 

Not  long  after^  his  legs  fvvelled,  he  lofl: 
his  appetite,  and  his  urinary  fecretion  al- 
moft  totally  ceafed.  The  confequence  of 
which  was,  a  general  anafarca,  and  death. 


In 
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In  each  groin,  and  on  each  fide  in  the 
fcrotum,  was  a  hernial  fac,  bearing  all  the 
inarks  of  antiquity  :  in  each  of  thefe  was  a 
hard,  knotty,  irregular  kind  of  body, 

i  * 

whofe  furface  was  covered  with  vaticous 
velfeis, 

Thefe  bodies  palled  from  the  cavity  of 
the  belly,  through  the  opening  in  the  ab¬ 
dominal  mufcle,  were  continuations  from 
the  ernentum,  and  were  truly  cancerous. 


C  A  s  i  V, 

H  A  T  the  refidence  of  a  portion  of 
omentum,  in  an  open  hernial  fac, 
mull  render  the  patient  conftantly  liable  to 
the  defeent  of  a  portion  of  inteftine,  is  fo 
felf-evident,  that  it  cannot  admit  the 
fmalleft  doubt,  but  the  follov/ing  cafe  be¬ 
ing  rather  remarkable,  I  have  inferted  it. 


H 
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A  drunken,  idle,  fellow,  who  lived  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  St.  Bartholomew’s^, 
ufed  to  come  frequently  to  the  furgery  for 
pledgits  for  broken  heads,  &c.  He  had 
alfo  a  fmall  omental  hernia,  as  fairly  and 
decifiveiy  charaaerifed  as  poffible.  My^- 
felf,  and  all  the  furgeons  had,  at  different 
times,  replaced  it  for  him,  and  the  hofpital 
had,  once  or  twice,  given  him  a  trufs ; 
but  being  much  oftener  drunk  than  fober, 
he  feldom  w^ore  it  at  all,  and  when  lie  did;^ 
it  was  feldom  in  the  right  place. 

One  day,  Vvdille  I  w^as  at  the  hofpital,  he 
was  brought  in  with  an  immenfe  fwelling 
of  the  ferotum,  and  all  the  fymptoms  of 
a  hernia  with  ftfifture,  and  thofe  fo  far 
advanced,  that  he  had  no  chance  but  from 
the  operation,  which  I  therefore  performed 
immediately. 

In  the  fac  was  a  confiderable  portion  of 
the  ileum,  and  a  large  piece  of  the  colon 
with  the  appendic'ula  vermiformis,  toge¬ 
ther 


f 
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their  with  the  fmall  piece  of  omentum^ 
which  had  conflituted  the  original  rupture* 
The  parts  were  mortified^  and  the  man 
died.  , 


’  Unlefs  it  can  be  fiippbfed^  that  fo  large 
a  quantity  of  intefline  could,  by  every 
body,  be  miflaken  for  a  fmall  one  of 
omentum  only,  it  rauf  be  clear,  that  the 
refidence  of  that  fmall  piece  of  oinentum 
gave  the  opportunity  for  the  formation  of 
the  inteftinal  hernia,  and  coil  the  poor 
man  his  life ;  more  efpecially  if  it  be 
noted,  that  the  increafe  of  tumefadion, 
and  attack  of  bad  fymptoms,  were  the  im¬ 
mediate  confequence  of  an  exertion  of 
ftrength. 


CASE 
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CASE  VL 

H  I  L  E  I  was  correcting  thefe  pam¬ 


pers  for  the  prefs,  I  was  de fired  to 
go  dowMi  to  St.  Katherine^s  to  fee  a  patient, 
who  was'fyppofed  to  be  afflicted  with  an 
incarcerated  hernia. 

I  found  a  man  between  fixty  and  fe- 
venty,  whofe  fcrotum  was  large  and  full, 
and,  as  I  thought,  contained  both  omen» 
turn  and  inteftine, 

* 

It  was  the  third  day  fince  he  had  had  a* 
flool,  although  gentle  cathartics  had  been 
given  each  day.  His  pulfe  was  rather  full, 
but  otberwdfe  not  much  amifs  5  he  had  now 
and  then  an  inclination  to  vomit,  and  his 
belly  was  very  tenfe ;  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  he  had  neither  the  fenfation  of  ge« 
neral  or  local  pain,  either  upon  being  exa¬ 
mined,  or  put  into  motion,  which  perfons 
labouring  under  a  fcriCture,  mod:  com¬ 


monly 
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nionly  have  ^  neither  had  the  fpeniiatic 
procefs  the  feel  which  it  ofually  has  in  lucii 
cafes, 

I  could  not  fay  that  I  thooglit  him  m 
immediate  hazard^  altliough  the  irredoci- 
bility  of  his  rupture^  and  the  length  of 
time  which  had  pafled  lince  he  had  a  ftooh 
were  certainly  unfavorable  circumftances, 
1  directed  a  tobacco-glyfter  to  be  given  irn- 
mediately,  and  five  grains  of  extraQiim 
catharticuai  to  be  taken,  alternis  horis, 
until  he  fhoold  have  a  flooL  The  glyfier 
was  adniiniftered  and  repeated,  and  the 
pills  v/ere  taken,  and  I  vifited  the  patienf: 
early  the  next  morning. 

He  had  not  had  any  difcharge  per  aniim, 
his  belly  was  become  much  more  tenfe, 
and  I  thought  him,  upon  the  whole,  fo 
much  worfe,  that  I  propofed  the  opera¬ 
tion,  and  the  patient  fubmitted  to  it. 

In  the  hernial  fac  was  a  large  piece  of 
ornentum,  or  rather  of  what  had  been 

H  3 


omen- 
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omentum,  but  which  was  now  hardened 
into  a  large,  flat,  cake,  as  incompreffible 
as  cold  bees>w’ax,  and  about  the  fize  of  a 
large  mangoe  ^  it  diilended  all  the  upper 
part  of  the  fac,  and  was  adherent  to  the 
lower  part  of  it  :  behind  this  large  body 
lay  a  portion  of  the  inteflinum  ileum,  and 
below  this,  that  part  of  the  colon  which  is. 
annexed  to  it :  the  colon  was  confiderably 
diftended  with  flatiis,  and  the  ileum  was 
fo  wedged  in  and  prefTed,  by  the  altered 
omentum,  that  nothing  could  poflibly  pafs 
through  it :  wdien  the  portion  of  omentum* 
was  removed,  the  tendon  made  fo  little 
flridure  on  the  gut,  that,  had  it  not  been 

^  I 

for  the  great  diflention  of  the  colon,  ir 
might  have  been  returned  into  the  belly 
wdthout  divifion. 

In  Ihort,  the  cpnflipation  of  belly,  and 
tnifehief  proceeding  from  thence,  feemed 
to  arife  intirely  from  compreffion  made  by 
the  hardened  omentum,  and  not  from  a 
ilricture. 

In 

.  *  - 
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In  my  general  treatife  on  ruptures,  I 
have  ventured  to  diiient  from  the  com- 
monly-received  doftrine  concerning  the 
propriety  of  tying  the  omentum,  previous 
to  its  extirpation,  v/hen  it  may  be  found 
nocelTary  to  remove  a  part  of  it ;  and  have 
faid,  that  I  thought  it  not  only  unnecef» 
fary,  but  pernicious. 

Perhaps  I  may  have  conceived  an  unrea- 
fonable  prejudice  againft  this  practice,  and 
it  may  not  appear  to  others  fo  hazardous, 
or  fo  improper,  as  it  does  to  me  j  perhaps 
the  cafes,  which  follow,  and  v/hich  are 
fome  of  thofe  that  have  furniflied  me  with 
my  objedions,  may  not  be  thought  cafes 
in  point;  and  the  mifcarriages  in  them, 
may  be  thought  to  be  deducible  frotn  other 
caufes :  all  I  can  fiy  is,  that  it  appeared  to 
me,  that  the  patients  fuffered  principally, 
if  not  merely,  from  this  caufe ;  and  that 
as  I  am  by  repeated  experience  convinced, 

•  chat  a  portion  of  the  omentum,  however 

H  4  large. 
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large,  may'  be  extirpated  with  perfedl 
fafety,  without  being  previoufly  tied,  I 
iliali  never  pradife,  or  advife  the  ligature. 


CASE 


VII. 


A  N,  about  thirty  years  old,  was 
taken  into  St,  Bartholomew’s  hofpi- 
tal  for  a  ccnfiderable  fwelling  of  the  groin 
and  fcrotum. 


The  account  he  gave  of  himfelf  was  as 
follows:  ‘That  he  had  had,  for  feveral 
years,  a  rupture,  which  many  furgeons,- 
who  had  feen  it,  had  deemed  to  be  merely 
omental :  that  he  had  formerly  had  a  tru fs, 
but  whether  from  its  being  ill  made,  of 
from  his  injudicious  manner  of  uncaring  it, 
it  had  never  kept  his  rupture  properly  up,' 
and  he  had  long  difufed  it ;  and  that  the 
day  before  he  was  brought  into  the  hofpi- 
tal,  a  horfe  had  kicked  him  in  the  groin, 
and  brought  on  that  increafe  of  pain  and 
fwelling  of  which  he  now^  complained'. 
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It  was  Mr.  Nourfe’s  week  for  accidents. 

I  ^ 

y 

and  he  confequently  took  the  care  of  him. 
He  was  let  blood,  had  a  glyfter,  and  a 
poultice  was  applied. 

The  next  day  the  fv^elljiig  was  the  fame, 
and  the  man  had  not  had  any  ftooL  A 
purge  was  ad  min  if  red,  which  he  ejedled 
by  vomit  ;  and  another  giyiter  was  injec¬ 
ted  in  the  evening.  Ob  the  third  day, 
finding  that  nothing  had  pafled,  Mr. 
Nourfe  fufpecfed,  that  the  inteftine  was 
concerned  :  he  bled  tiie  man  again  largely, 
and  ordered  two  fpoonfuls  of  a  purging 
mixture  to  be  given  every  tv/o  hours,  until 
he  ihould  have  fools.  That  evening  he 
vomited  two  or  three  times,  and  next 
mornin?,  beinp  fill  without  a  fiool,  Mr, 

LB 

Nourfe  determined  upon  the  operation. 

The  hernial  fac  was  found,  thick,  and 
tough,  and  contained  a  portion  of  omen¬ 
tum,  and  fome  bloody  water.  Mr.  Nourfe 
and  my  felt  both  examined  the  omeotunig 

carefully. 


carefully^  upon  a  fuppolitlon  *that  we 
fliould  find  fome  intefiine  within  it.  It 

i 

w^as  perfedly  found,  but  its  veffels  were 

confiderabiy  dilated  :  there  was  no  inte- 

ftine,  nor  did 'the  tendon  bind  upon  the 

omentum.  As  there  was  no  gut  down, 

and  as  the  portion  of  caul  was  now  too 

*  ' 

large  to  repafs  the  ring,  Mr.  Nourfe  made 
a  firidf  ligature  on  it,  juft  on  this  fide,  and 
ciit  it  off. 

Soon  after  the  operation,  the  man  had 
ftools,  but,  during  that  night,  got  little 
or  no  fieep,  and  complained  of  much  pain. 
The  next  day  he  was  w^orfe,  was  feverifh, 
complained  of  great  pain  about  his  navel, 
and  that  he  could  not  fit,  or  ftand  upright, 
but  had  two  loofe  ftools. 

On  the  third  day  he  was  full  worfe, 
that  is,  had  more  fever,  complained  that 
his  pain  in  his  belly  was  exceflive,  and 
could  keep  nQthing  on  his  ftomach.  On 
the  fourth  day,  toward  evening,  his  pain 
fuddenly  left  hiai,  and,  early  the  next 
morning,  he  died,  Mr, 
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Mr.  Nourfe,  who  was  Hill  appreheniive 

»  / 

that  the  inteftinal  canal  was  fome  way  or 
other  concerned  in  the  mi^'hief^  delired 
me  to  open  the  body. 

The  abdominal  tendon  was  found  and 
unhurt,  nor  ¥;as  there  any  fuch  appearance, 
about  the  wound  as  always  accompanies 
mifchief  proceeding  from  thence  :  the  in- 
teftines  were  perfedlly  free  from  blemifii, 
inflammation,  or  obflrudion,  nor  was  there 
any  appearance  of  difeafe  of  any  kind  on 
or  about  any  of  the  vifcera,  except  the 
omentum,  which  was  gangrenous  through 
its  whole  extent. 

s 

ri 

What  iliare  the  inflammation  of  the 
omentum  might  have  in  preventing  a  free 
paflTage  through  the  inteftines  I  know  not, 
nor  to  what  other  caufe  fach  obftrudion 
might  poffibiy  be  owing ;  but  that  the 
omentum  was  found,  at  the  time  of  the 
operation,  and  gangrenous  when  the  pa¬ 
rent  died,  is  beyond  all  doubt. 


CASE 
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CASE  VIII. 


M  A  N  about  forty  years  old,  who 


had  for  feveral  years  been  afflidled 
with  a  rupture,  which  had  always  been 
deemed  to  be  merely  omenta!,  was 
brought  into  St.  Bartholomew's  hofpi- 
tal,  labouring  under  all  the  fymptoms 
of  an  inteftinal  hernia,  with  ftridiire ; 
and  thofe  fo  preffing,  that  the  operation 
immediately  performed  was  his  only 
chance. 


Upon  dividing  the  fac,  a  large  piece  of 


omentum  (which  was  confiderably  thick- 
ned  in  its  texture,  and  whofe  vefiek  w^ere 
confiderably  diftended)  prefented  itfelf; 
This  was  carefully  expanded,  as  far  as 
it  would  admit,  and  laid  firfi:  on  one  fldeJ^ 
and  then  on  the  other,  but  no  other  body 
difeovered.  The  incifion  being  continued 
higher  up,  in  order  to  get  at  the  ring,  as 
it  is  called,  a  portion  of  intelline  was  dif-^ 


covered ; 
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covered  ;  it  was  fo  fmall,  as  hardly  to  con- 
lift  of  the  whole  diameter  of  the  gut,  but 
begirt  very  tightly.  I  had,  when  the  im 
teftine  v/as  fairly  in  view,  a  mind  to  try 
whether  I  could  not  return  it  without  divi¬ 
ding  the  tendon,  and  fucceeded  in  the  at¬ 
tempt.  When  this  was  done,  the  confi- 
deration  was,  what  to  do  with  the  omen¬ 
tum.  It  was  fo  large,  and  fo  affedted  by 
ftridlufe,  that  it  could  not  repafs  the  abdo¬ 
minal  tendon  without  divifion  :  as  the  gut 
was  returned,  it  feemed  a  pity  to  divide 
the  tendon  merely  on  account  of  the  caul : 
it  was  therefore  determined  to  tie  it,  and 
cut  it  off. 

The  man  had  a  plentiful  ftool  in  an 
hour  after  the  operation,  but  toward  even¬ 
ing,  and  during  the  night,  was  much  out 
of  order.  Next  morning  he  was  hot  and 
reftlefs,  had  a  frequent  and  full  pulfe, 

<  complained  of  great  pain  about  his  navels 
and  all  over  his  belly,  which  was  much  too 
tenfe,  and  he  was  now  and  then  very  fick. 


Blood 
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Blood  was  drawn  from  him  freely^  liS 
had  an  oily,  laxative,  glyfcer,  and  Dr. 
Pitcairn  direded  for  him.  On  the  third 
day,  all  his  febrile  fymptoms,  and  his  pain, 
were  much  cxafperated,  notwithftanding 
he  had  three  or  four  ftools. 

I  think  I  may  venture  to  fay,  that  both 
the  phyfician  and  myfelf,  did  every  thing 
in  our  power  for  him,  but  on  the  fourth 
evening  he  died. 

As  the  cafe  had  given  me  fome  concern^ , 
upon  a  fuppofition  that  the  man  might 
have  had  a  better  chance,  had  the  tendon 
been  divided  for  the  return  of  the  gut.  I 
opened  him  as  foon  as  I  had  notice  of  his 
death.  I  examined  the  whole  inteftinal 
canal,  and  found  it  free  from  blemidi,  the 
peritoneum  was  unaltered  ;  but  all  that  was 
left  of  the  omentum  was  gangrenouSi 


CASE 
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CASE  IX. 

A  MAN,  about  thirty-fix  years  old, 
was  a  patient  in  St.  Bartholomew's 
for  a  fore  leg.  While  he  was  there,  he 
defired  me  to  look  at  a  rupture,  which  he 
had  long  had,  and  which  was  clearly 

omental  and  irreducible. 

/ 

When  his  leg  was  well,  he  defired  me 
to  cut  him,  as  he  called  it ;  alledging,  that 
his  rupture  was  fo  troublefome,  that  it 
prevented  him  from  following  his  bufinefs. 
I  refufed  it,  and  direded  him  to  wear  a 
fufpenfory  bag. 

He  follicited  me  again  and  again,  and, 
at  laid,  overcame  by  his  importunity,  I 
performed  the  operation.  The  fac  was 
thin,  and  the  piece  of  omentum  not  large, 
nor. at  all  altered,  nor  was  there  anything 
elfe  in  the  bag.  I  made  a  ligature,  and 
cut  it  off  without  meddling  with  the  ten¬ 
don. 
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don.  From  the  time  of  tho  operation,  M 
was  in  conftant  pain  all  over  his  belly. 

f 

Bleeding,  laxative  medicines,  glyfters, 
&c.  were  adminiftered;  biit  to  ho  purpofe. 
On  the  fourth  day  he  died,  and  had  no  ap¬ 
pearance  of  mifchief  about  him,  except  ^ 
highly  inflamed  omentum. 


[  ] 


Intejlindl  Hernice, 

a  portion  of  inteftine,  which 
has  paffed  out  from  the  cavity  of 
the  abdomen  through  the  opening  in  the 
oblique  mufcle,  is  fo  begirt  as  not  to  be 
capable  of  executing  its  proper  office,  the 
perfon,  to  whom  this  happens,  may  be 
faid  to  be  in  immediate  danger. 

s  « 

The  general  offices  of  the  inteftinal 
tube  are,  digeftion  of  the  food,  formation 
of  chyle,  impulfion  of  it  into  the  ladleals, 
and  expulfion  of  the  faeces  forth  from  the 
body.  If  thefe  fo  neceffary  fundions  are, 
for  any  confiderable  time,  fufpended,  or 
prevented,  the  confequence  is  too  ob¬ 
vious  to  need  mentioning :  fortunately 
for  mankind,  this  cannot  happen  un¬ 
known  to  us.  Whenever  fuch  ftridure 
is  made,  fymptoms  and  complaints  arife 
which  warn  us  of  our  danger:  pain, 
tumefadion,  and  incapacity  of  going  ta 

I  ftool. 
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flool,  are  the  firft  and  moft  immediate 
effeds ;  if  the  cafe  be  negleded,  or  no 
proper  remedy  ufed,  inflammation,  fe¬ 
ver,  ficknefs,  and  vomiting,  foon  follow ; 
and  thefe  are  often,  in  a  fhort  fpace  pf 
time,  fucceeded  by  hiccough,  gangrene, 
and  mortification.  Whoever  confiders, 
what  the  firft  of  thefe  are  indications  of, 
and  knows  what  will  inevitably  be  the 
confequence,  if  they  be  not  obviated, 
mufi:  be  fenfible,  that  the  very  flighted: 
attack  of  this  kind  ought  to  put  us  on  our 
guard,  and  excite  us  to  ufe  our  utmofl:  enr* 
deavours  to  prevent  farther  mifchief.  How  ^ 
long  the  firfl,  and  feemingly  flighteft  fymp- 
toms  may  continue,  before  material  injury 
be  done,  no  man  can  pretend  to  fay ;  this 
muft  depend  upon  a  variety  of  circum- 
ftances,  and  will  be  different  in  different 
cafes ;  but  as  no  man  can  be  duly  and  in¬ 
timately  acquainted  with  thefe  circum- 
ftances,  and  as  the  change  from  the  mofl 
flight,  to  the  mofl:  hazardous^  is  fome- 
times  very  rapid,  no  one  can  be  vindicated 


IE 
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in  fuffering  the  fmalleft  portioii  of  time  to 
be  loft  by  waiting  a  few  hours. 

The  firft  thing  to  be  done  Is,  to  attempt 
the  reduction  of  the  inteftine  ;  if  this  fails, 
our  next  endeavour  muft  be  to  relieve  the 
fymptoms^  ^  and  thereby  remove  the  ob- 
ftrudtion  td  fuch  redudlion. 

H'  , 

The  means  preferibed  for  this  purpofe 
are,  phlebotomy^  glyfters,  cathartics,'  a 
femicupium,  or  warm-bath,  fomentation, 
embrocation,  and  eataplafm ;  and  thefe, 
by  the  generality  of  bur  writers  of  fyftems 
and  inftitutes,  are  ordered  indiferiminate- 
ly,  as  if  their  efficacy  were  nearly  equal, 
and  it  was  a  matter  of  indifference  which 
a  pradlitloner  made  ufe  of.  This  I  cannot 
conceivd  to  be  true ;  fome  of  them  are  re¬ 
ally  ufeful ;  but  others,  as  far  as  my  expe¬ 
rience  goes,  of  little  or  no  ufe  at  all ; 
among  the  former,  I  reckon  phlebotomy, 
cathartic-medicines,  glyfters,  and  the  warm 
bath }  among  the  latter,  embrocation,  fo¬ 
mentation,  and  poultice  ;  the  former  have 

I  2  fayed 
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faved  many  a  life  ;  from  the  latter,  I  neve? 
faw  any  material  benefit,  though  1  havg 
often  and  often  tried  them ;  and  I  am 
much  inclined  to  believe,  that  the  ufe  of 
them  has  coft  many  a  perfon  dear,  by  oc- 
cafionlng  a  lofs  of  that  time^  which  ought 
to  have  been  otherwife  employed.  The 
inflammation,  and  diftention  of  the  inte- 
ftine,  can  never  be  removed  while  it  is  be¬ 
girt  by  the  tendon  of  the  abdominal  muf- 
cle  j  whatever  may  be  the  original  caufe  of 
the  ftridlure,  the  effedf  muft  be  the  fame ; 
the  tendon  lies  out  of  the  reach  or  influ¬ 
ence  of  a  greafy  poultice ;  the  external 
fkin  may  indeed  be  relaxed  by  it^  and  fome 
fmall  part  of  the  uneafinefs  may  thereby 
be  relieved,  but  this  is  of  no  importance 
toward  appealing  the  fymptoms,  lefTening 
the  hazard,  or  affording  a  remedy  for  the 
original  evil :  the  mere  relaxation  of  the 
fkin  will  not  affedt  the  ftricture  made  by 
the  tendon,  the  warmth  of  the  poultice 
will  increafe  the  diftention,  and  the  inte- 
ftine  will  become  gangrenous^  notwith- 

Handing 


[ 


1 


T  117  ] 

ftanding  a  final!  part  of  the  external  in¬ 
flammation  may  feeni  to  be  appeafed.’^' 

If  the  fymptoms  are  neither  fiich,  nor 
fo  preffing,  as  to  require  the  chirurgic 
operation  5  or  if  the  fears  and  apprehen- 
fions  of  the  patient^,  or  of  friends,  pre¬ 
vent  fuch  operation,  however  neceffary  it 
may  be,  the  moft  powerful,  and  moft  effi¬ 
cacious  means  of  obtaining  relief  are, 
phlebotomy,  warm-water,  and  the  exhi¬ 
bition  of  fuch  medicines  as  are  likely  to 
produce  (tools :  by  the  firft  we  reduce  the 
ftrength  of  the  patient,  leffen  the  velocity 
of  the  circulating  fluids,  moderate  the  fe¬ 
brile  heat,  and  take  the  chance  of  a  deli- 
quium  /  by  the  fecond  we  endeavour  to  re¬ 
lax  the  tendinous  opening  by  which  the 
intefline  is  begirt ;  and  by  the  third,  the. 

I  3  difeharge 


*  Cold,  difeutient,  applications,  bid  much  fairer  to 
retard  the  hafty  progrefs  of  the  inflammation,  than 
warm  ones  5  and  will  be  found  to  anfwer  the  purpofe 
much  better.  Such  as  folutions  of  fal  ammoniac, 
crud.  in  vinegar,  the  fp.  mindereri,  the  acet.  lythar- 
girit,  and  fuch  like. 
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difchargaof  fa3ces,  through  the  mteftinal 
f:anal^  is  attempted.  The  power  of  the 
two  firft  is  clear  and  undoubted,  but  I 
cannot  help  thinking,  that  we  are,  iri 
fome  degree,  wrong  about  the  laft.  Ca¬ 
thartic-medicines  have,  in  all  times,  been 
prefcribed  in  the  cafe  of  hernia  with  flric- 
turej  but  the  true  intention,  which  ought 
by  their  means  to  be  aimed  at,  does  not 
feem  to  have  been,  in  general,  clearly  un- 
derftood ;  this  perhaps  is  the  reafon  why 
pra6litioner§  and  writers  difagree  fo  much 
about  the  kind  of  medicines  which  they 
think  moil:  proper ;  fome  advifing  thofe 
which  are  of  the  lenient  unirritating  kind^, 
others  prefcribing  thofe  which  are  moft  fti- 
mulating :  both  cannot  be  right,  and 
therefore  it  may  be  worth  while  to  en-^ 
quire,  what  ihoiild  be  the  point  aimed  at, 
and  which  are  the  moft  likely  means  to  ac« 
Complifh  fuch  end. 

Is  a  difchargCj,  per  anum,  the  primary 
view,  and  therefore  the  lirft  object  of  at-*? 
tendon  ?  or  is  fuch  difeharge  to  be  regarded 

only 
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S  , 

only  as  a  neceffary,  or  natural  confequencc 
of  the  removal  of  the  intefline  from  its  pri- 
fon  ?  If  the  former  be  the  cafe,  it  is  clear, 
that  in  the  circumftances  in  which  fuch 
patient  muft  be,  ftools  cannot  be  procured 
too  foon,  or  by  means  which  are  too  eafy ; 
and  that  fuch  medicines  as  are  moil:  likely 
to  flip  through  without  ftimulus,  or  irrita¬ 
tion,  mufl:  be  the  mofl;  proper,  and  moil: 
likely  to  anfwer  the  end  :  but  if.  the  cafe 
be  otherwife,  if  the  firft  view  fbculd  be  to 
extricate  the  gut  from  its  ftridlure,  and 
the  difcharge  of  freces  is  to  be  regarded 
only  as  a  neceflary  confequence  of  fuch  re¬ 
moval,  then,  I  think,  it  is  as  clear,  that 
fuch  lenients  are  unfit,  becaufe  unequal  to 
the  talk ;  and  that  a  power  or  faculty  of 
flimulating  or  irritating  the  mufcular  coat 
of  the  inteftinal  canal,  ought  to  be  the 
property  of  whatever  is  adminiftred. 

That  a  depletion  of  that  canal  is  a  great 
and  immediate  relief  to  the  patient,  by 
unloading  the  belly,  and  lefibning  the  ten- 
lion,  is  beyond  a  doubt  y  and  it  is  as  true, 

I  4  that 
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that  without  fuch  difcharge,  the  patien? 
mud  perifli,  even  though  the  ftriiture  be 
taken  off;  but  dill  the  two  objeds  are  di- 
dindl  and  di&rent,  and  the  removal  or 
extrication  of  the  imprifoned  piece  i^ 
clearly  the  fird.^ 

When  purgative  niedicines  of  any  kind 
are  given  by  the  mouth,  in  the  cafe  of  a 
drangulated  hernia,  and 'do  not  fucceed  in 
removing  the  intedine  from  the  drifture, 
they  are  either  rejeded  by  vomit  or  by  de- 
’  ’  ■  '  riving 

^  It  may  not  improperly.  In  this  place,  be  afked, 
v^hether  the  operation  of  a  purging  medicine  may  not 
be  different  from  either  of  thefe  ?  and  whether  it  may 
not  be  in  an  incarcerated  hernia  what  it  fometimes  is 
in  an  Ileus,  where  it  often  feems  to  adl  by  overpower¬ 
ing  that  fp'afm  which  had  begun  to  excite  inflamma¬ 
tion,  and  would  foon  brins;  on  mortification  ?  What 
Hill  adds  force  to  this  method  of  reafoning  is,  the  con- 
fideration  of  the  great  relief  always  obtained  from  a 
warm  bath.  Whether  this  be  generally  true  or  not,  it 
is  certainly  well  worth  confideration.  May  not  from 
this  alfo  be  inferred,  the  reafon  why  opium,  joined 
with  purgatives,  is  fometimes,  in  the  fame  difeafe, 
fpund  to  render  the  operation  of  the  'latter  more  fuc- 
^efsfi|h 


giving  an  increafed  quantity  of  acrimo¬ 
nious  fecal  matter  downward,  add  to  the 

I 

pain  and  tenfion  of  the  belly. 

This  is  a  very  material  objeSion  to  the 
ufe  of  all  cathartics,  given  by  the  mouth, 
and  more  efpecially  to  thofe  v/hofe  bulk,  or 
quantity  is  at  all  large,  and  renders  the  ap¬ 
plication  of  fuch  kind  of  medicines,  to  that 
part  of  the  intedinal  canal  which  is  below 
^he  ftridture,  much  preferable. 

1 

Indeed  the  fuperior  advantages  of  lli- 
mulating  medicines,  given  per  anum,  are. 
In  this  cafe,  many  and  great ;  they  give 
much  lefs  difturbance  to  the  flomach,  they 
pccafion  no  pain  in  the  belly,  nor  do  they 
at  all  increafe  the  load  or  tenfion ;  they 
may  be  repeated  frequently,  and,  what  is 
of  the  mpfe  confequence,  they  may  confift 
of  fuch  rnaterials  as  cannot  properly,  or, 
indeed,  fafely  be  given  by  the  mouth. 
All  thefe  are  manifeft  advantages,  but  the 
laft  circumftance  is  peculiarly  fo,  for  the 
tobacco-fmoke  cannot  poffibly.be  (wal- 

'  V 

lowed. 
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lowed,  nor  would  any  man  in  his  fenfes, 
think  of  putting  the  infulion  into  the  fto- 
mach,  although  it  is  well  known,  not 
only  that  both  may  be  very  fafely  admini- 
fired  in  the  form  of  glyfter,  but  that  they 
are  the  moft  powerfully  efficacious,  and 
the  mod:  ufeful  medicines  we  are  acquain¬ 
ted  withji  for  fuch  purpofe. 

I  have  mentioned  the  fmoak  and  the  in- 
fufion  of  tobacco,  as  being  equally  ufeful, 
and  have,  from  repeated  experience,  found 
them  fo, 

Where  a  proper  machine  is  at  hand,  or  * 
can  eafily  be  procured,  I  fliould  certainly 
prefer  the  fmoak  to  the  infufion  ;  becaufe, 
the  effefts  which  both  are  apt  to  produce 
on  the  nervous  fyftem  of  the  patient  are,  I 
think,  lighter  in  the  former,  than  in  the 
latter ;  but  where  fuch  machine  has  not 
been  at  hand,  nor  could  be  procured  with-^r 
out  a  lofs  of  time,  which,  in  thefe  cafes, 
is  always  precious,  I  have  frequently  ufed 
the  infufion,  and  generally  very  fuccefs- 

fullyo 
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fully.  The  fymptoms  arlfing  from  the  In-p 
toxicating  quality  of  the  tobacco,  the  lan¬ 
guor,  the  cold  fweat,  &c.  which  this  weed 
caufes,  more  efpecially  in  thofe  who  have 
not  been  accuftomed  to  it,  are,  as  I  have 
faid,  I  think,  rather  more  from  the  ipfu- 
fion  than  from  the  fmoak ;  but  though  I 
have  often  ufed  it,  I  do  not  remember  ever 
to  have  feen  any  ill  effect  from  it ;  it  gene¬ 
rally  makes  the  patient  very  fick,^  and  pro¬ 
duces  a  fainting  and  a  cold  fweat,  w^hich, 
to  thofe  v/ho  do  not  immediately  reueeft  on 
the  intoxicating  quality  of  tobacco,  and  the 
fymptoms  of  fuch  intoxication,  may  appear 
alarming ;  but  whether  it  be  from  the 
fwooning,  or  from  the  Irritation  made  in 
the  inteftinal  canal,  or,  which  is  much 
mofl  likely,  from  both  conjointly,  I  have, 
feveral  times,  feen  ruptures,  which  have 
relifted  all  attempts  by  the  hand,  return  of 
themfelves,  untouched,  during  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  fuch  glyfter. 

Many 


^  The  infulion,  which  I  have  always  ufed,  has  been 
made  by  pouring  one  pint  of  boiling- w^ter  on  one 
drachm  of  tobacco. 
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Many  other  ftimulatiog  applications  to 
the  recftum,  I  have,  at  different  times, 
made  trial  of,  but  never  found  any  at  all 
equal,  in  ^ecl,  to  the  tobacco  ;  nor  did  I 
ever  fee  any  of  them  produce  that  convul- 
'  live  motion  o^^  the  mufcles  of  the  abdo-' 
men,  which  nioft  frequently  accompanies 
the  ficknefs  attending  the  ufe  of  this 
weed,  and  which,  although'  fatiguing  and 
troublefome  while  it  lafts,  yet  is  certainly 
one  of  the  means  whereby  the  extrication 
of  the  portion  of  intefline  is  accompli^ 
Ihed, 

I  have  alfo  feveral  times  feen  them  both 
fail,  after  fair  and  repeated  trial.  Who-, 
ever  expedts  infallibility  in  medicine,  will 
be  difappointed ;  but  I  can,  with  truth, 
affirm,  that  I  have  feen  both  the  fmoak  and 
the  infufion  fucceed  much  oftener,  than 
any  thing  elfe,  and  fometimes  in  very  de- 
fperate  cafes. 


CASE 
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C  A  S  E  X. 

T  W  A  S  defired  to  vlfit  a  ruptured  pa^ 
^  tient  with  Mr.  James,  then  furgeon  to 
St.  Luke's  hofpital. 

The  patient  was  a  flout,  healthy  man, 
about  thirty ;  the  rupture  was  large,  hard, 
painful,  and  beginning  to  be  inflamed  oh 
the  outfide;  no  ftbol  had  pafled  for  two 
days ;  the  man  had  great  pain  all  over  his 
belly,  and  a  frequent  vomiting.  Mr.  James 
had,  many  times,  tried  to  reduce  it ;  he 
had  bled  him  freely,  and  had  given  both 
purges  and  glyfters,  but  all  without  ef- 
fedt; 

The  fcrotum  was  exceedingly  tenfe,  and 
the  paih  which  attended  the  moft  gentle 
handling  was  fo  exquifite,  as  not  only  to 
render  all  attempts  for  redudtion,  by  the 
hand,  improper,  but  hazardous. 


It 
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It  Was  about  noon  when  I  faw  the  mah, 
every  thing  except  the  tobacco  had  beeii 
tried  ;  the  fymptoms  were  advancing  ha- 
and  the  operation  was  proposed  and 
fubmitted  to;  but  while  our  things  were 
getting  ready,  we  thought  we  might  as 
well  try  the  fmoke-glyfter, 

*  *  * 

Orie  ounce  of  tobacco  was  expended 
without  any  efFeft  at  all,  either  general  or 
Jocah  but  toward  the  confumption  of  an« 
other^  the  patient  became  fick  and  faints 
and  complained  of  a  ftrange  kind  of  mo¬ 
tion  in  his  belly,  and  alfo  in  his  rupture^ 
Upon  turning  the  bed-clothes  back,  the 
motion  was  not  only  to  be  felt  within  the 
ferotum,  but  was  even  vifible ;  this  mo¬ 
tion  continued  about  two  minutes,  when 
the  inteftine,  without  being  touched,  re¬ 
turned ;  the  man  became  immediately 
eafy;  and,  in  half  an  hour,  had  a  plenti¬ 
ful  difeharge  per  anum. 


CASE 


I 
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CASE  XL 

TN  the  month  of  September,  1767,  I 
^  was  fent  for  in  a  hurry  to  fome  little 
diftance  from  London,  in  order  to  perform 
the  operation  for  the  bubonocele. 

I  found  a  very  large  rupture^  on  the 
fight  fide,  and  that  in  fo  painful  ar-ilate,  as 
not  to  permit  the  mofl:  gentle  handling. 
The  patient  had  been  treated  with  the 
greateft  propriety ;  had  been  freely  and  re¬ 
peatedly  let  blood,  had  taken  purging  me¬ 
dicines,  glyfters,  &c.  and  had  been  feveral 
\ 

times  in  a  bathing-tub :  his  vomiting  w^as 
frequent,  he  had  a  tendency  to  a  hiccough, 
and  he  could  not  bear  to  extend,  in  the 
fmallefi;  degree,  the  thigh  on  the  ruptured 
fide. 

The  operatiofi  had  been  confented  to, 
before  I  had  been  fent  for ;  but  upon  my 
alking  the  gentleman  who  attended  if  he 

had 


had  a  machine  for  giving  the  tobacco^^- 
fmoak  glyfter,  and  being  anfwered  in  the 
affirmative,  we  determined  to  try  it  firfl. 

When  about  hdf  an  hour  had  been 
fpent  in  the  continual  impulhon  of  the 
fmoak>  the  man  cried  out,  My  rupture  is 
going  up ;  and,  in  the  fpace  of  two  or 
three  minutes,  it  did  fo,  with  a  noife 
which  was  heard  by  every  one  in  the 
room* 

'  •  -f  ^  f 

.  u 

I 

CASE  XIL 

( 

A  Gentleman,  whom  I  had  long  known*, 
had  often  ffiewed  me  a  rupture, 
which  he  had  laboured  under  as  long  as  he 
could  remember,  and  which  was  now  and 
then  troublefome  to  him;  becaufe  he  could 
not  w^ear  a  trufs  to  keep  it  within  the  ab¬ 
domen.  It  w^as  of  the  congenial  kind, 
that  is,  the  fac  of  the  hernia  w^as  formed 
by  what  ffiould  have  been  the  tunica  vagi¬ 
nalis  teftis,  but  his  tefticle,  on  that  fide, 

had 
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had  never  defcended  from  the  groiiij  but 
lay  juft  on  the  outfide  of  the  abdominal 
opening>  neither  had  the  portion  of  inte- 
ftine  got  any  lower^  fo  that  both  of  them 
lay  together,  on  which  account  he  not 
only  never  could  wear  a  trufs,  but  even  the 
waiftband  of  his  breeches,  if  buttoned 
tight,  was  troublefome. 

This  gentleman  was  fuddenly  feized 
with  the  fymptoms  of  a  ftriiture,  and 
thofe  not  flight,  even  at  the  firft  attack* 
The  piece  of  inteftine,  though  always  in 
the  groin  when  he  was  in  an  eredt  pofture, 
had  always  gone  up  upon  his  going  to  bed, 
and  was  always  returnable  when  he  was 
fupine*  He  tried  now  to  reduce  it  as  ufuaL 
He  fent  for  me,  and  all  my  attempts  were 
equally  fuccefslefs*  His  belly  was  very 
hard,  he  began  to  vomit,  and  the  tefticle 
became  very  painful  to  the  touch. 

All  the  circumftances  were  difagreeable, 
the  fymptoms  advanced  with  uncommon 
rapidity,  the  portion  of  gut  wasfmall,  the 

K  tefticle 
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teftide  inflamed,  and  fomewhat  Inlarged^ 
an  operation  might  become  neceflary,  but 
could  not,  in  fuch  circumftances,  be  de- 
lirable. 

He  was  bled  freely,  even  to  fwooning, 
purging  medicines  were  given,  and  imme¬ 
diately  rejedled,  glyfters  had  no  effedl,  but 
were  as  immediately  returned,  and  the  pa¬ 
tient,  knowing  his  own  fituation,.  was 
much  alarmed. 

Dr.  de  la  Couf,  who  was  his  phyfician, 
was  called  in  1  and  having  tried  the  to-^ 
bacco-fmoak,  ineffedually,  we  agreed  to 
throw  up  a  pint  of  the  infufion,  made  as 
before  related.  It  foon  made  him  exceed*^ 
ingly  fick,  and  faint,  and  caufed  a  large 
difcharge  of  wind,  upward  and  .  down¬ 
ward,  from  which  I  expeSed  a  return  of 
the  gut,  but  in  vain.  At  the  diftance  of 
an  hour  or  two,  the  infufion  was  repeated, 
with  the  fame  effed  of  faintnefs  and  fick- 
nefs,  during  which,  he  was  put  into 
warm  water,  and  when  he  had  been  in 


It 
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it  a  few  minutes,  the  flightefl  appHcatiotl 
of  the  hand  obtained  immediate  redudion^ 
and  flools* 


■  ^  C  A  S  E  XIIL 

H  E  late  Mr.  Fullager,  defired  me  to 
go  with  him  to  fee  a  wine-merchant 
in  Billiter^lane,  who  had  all  the  fymptoms 
of  ftrangulation  in  the  cafe  of  a  fcrotal 
hernia,  and  whofe  rupture  he  had  ineffec¬ 
tually  endeavoured  to  reduce.  I  tried,  and 
Was  alfo  foiled i  The  fymptoms  were  ra¬ 
ther  prefling.  Mr.  Smith,  in  Cheapfidc, 
who  had  been  the  apothecary  to  Mr. 
James's  patient,  was  alfo  apothecary  here. 
It  was  determined,  that  I  fhould  meet  Mr. 
Fullager  again,  in  about  three  hours,  in 
order  to  perform  the  operation  5  and  that, 
in  the  mean  time,  Mr.  Smith  fhould 
throw  up  the  tobacco- fmoak.  At  the  ap¬ 
pointed  time,  we  met,  and  found  Mr. 
Smith  employed  as  we  had  defired ;  I  laid 
my  hand  on  the  rupture  to  examine  the 
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ftate  of  it,  and  It  was  wond,erful  witli  wimt 
facility  it  went  up. 

The  fame  thing  exadly,  happened  to  me 
with  a  coachman  of  the  late  Dr.  Nicol  of 
the  Charter-houfe :  but  the  fame  man, 
upon  a  return  of  the  complaint,  at  about 
two  years  diftance,  was  not  agaiu  fo  fortu¬ 
nate,  the  fmoak  and  infufion  both  failed,: 
and  the  operation  was  performed  y  but  too 
late. 


It  is  as  yet,,  with  many,,  a  difputed 
point,  in  the  cafe  of  incarceration  of  a 
portion  of  inteftine  in  a  hernia,  whether 
the  ftridure,  made  by  the  tendon,  be  ori¬ 
ginal  or  confequential ;  or,  in  other  words, 
whether  the  difeafe  be  not  originally  in  the 
inteftine,  and  the  ftrlfture  a  mere  effed:  of 
its  diflodgment,  and  diflention.  The  argu¬ 
ments  ufed  in  fupport  of  the  latter  opi¬ 
nion  are  by  no  means  void  of  force,  but, 
at  the  fame  time,  I  cannot  think  them 
Gondufive.  The  perfect  health  and  eafe 

of 
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of  many,  nay,  of  every  body,  immedi¬ 
ately  before  a  fudden  defcent,  the  very  pref¬ 
ling  and  alarming  fymptoms  with  which 
fuch  defcent  is  often  attended  almoft  in- 
llantaneoufly,  and  the  relief,  which  reduc- 
tion  immediately  produces,  in  the  majority 
of  fuch  cafes,  together  with  the  immediate 
and  total  removal,  or  diffipation  of  all  the 
evils  occaiioned  by  the  confinement^  feem 
to  prove  the  general  opinion  to  be  true. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  perfedlly  quiet, 
eafy,  and  uncomprefled  date  of  the  parts, 
in  many  inftances,  immediately  previous 
to  the  invafion  of  bad  fymptoms,  in, cafes 
where  there  has  been  no  exertion  of 
ftrength,  nor  any  apparent  acceflion  of  a 
larger,  and  new  portion  of  gut,  are  cir- 
cumftances  which,  added  to  the  incapacity 
of  the  tendon  to  contract,  are  well  worth 
weighing,  as  they  certainly  give  force  to 
the  former  fuppofition. 

As  a  mere  point  of  fpeculation,  it  is  not 
perhaps  a  matter  of  very  great  importance, 
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but,  when  confidered  as  applied  to  prae^ 
tice,  and  influencing  our  condudl  with  re-*-, 
gard  to  the  chirurgic  operation,  it  becomes 
very  interefting  indeed. 

When  the  hand  and  the  common  means 
.  for  redudlion  fail,  the  operation  is  our  only 
refource,  and,  if  applied  to  in  time,  very 
feldom  fails ;  fo  feldom  that,  I  believe  I 
might  venture  to  fay,  not  one  in  fifty  ^  dies 
of  it,  if  timely  and  judicioufly  executed  ; 
and  when  it  becomes  abfolutely  neceffary,  it 

is  the  unicum  remedium.  This  confidera- 

\  \  ■ 

tion  renders  it  a  matter  of  flill  more  im-. 
portance  j,  for,  as  in  cafes  where  it  be~. 
comes  neceflary,  and  ovir  only  hope,  it 
ought  always  to  be  propofed ;  for  the  fame 
reafons,  iri  cafes  where  it  is  not  neceflary, 
it  ought  not  to  be  thought  of  5  and  where 
it  cannot  be  of  ufe,  it  ought  not  to  bq, 
done, 

.■  i 

•  i 

The  inteflinal  tube,  whether  within  the 

behy  in  its  natural  fltuation;  or  thrufl;  forth 

from 
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I  mean  of  the  cperalicn  confidered  abftrai^edly^ 
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from  it  in  the  form  of  hernia,  is  llabl-e  to 
difeafes  whofe  fymptoms  are  peculiar  to  it- 
felf.  Wher-e  there  is  no  hernia,  nobody 
doubts  concerning  the  nature  of  the  cafe ; 
but  where  there  is  one,  from  the  fimilarity 
of  the  fymptoms,  it  always  takes  the 
blame ;  often  defervedly,  fometimes  much 
the  contrary. 

In  the  cafe  of  old,  unreduced  hernias, 
there  is  no  reafon  why  the  portion  of  inte- 
ftine,  forming  fuch  complaint,  fiiould  be 
exempt  from  fuch  diftempers  as  the  canal 
is  liable  to ;  on  the  contrary,  it  is  reafon- 
able  to  fuppofe,  that  by  fuch  unnatural  fi- 
tuaticn  and  confinement,  it  would  become 
rather  more  liable.  But,  be  this  as  it  may, 
certain  it  is,  that  inflammation  of  the  inte- 
fline,  violent  difiention  of  it,  with  lofs  of 
periftaltic  motion,  and  fioppage  of  ftools, 
is  fometimes  the  cafe  in  a  hernia  where  the 
abdominal  tendon  has  no  fiiare  in  the  mif-> 
chief ;  and  as  certain  it  is,  that,  in  fuch 
cafe,  the  operator  can  do  no  good.  In  fome 
inftances  this  may,  by  attentive  inquifi- 
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tion,  be  learned,  and  the  operation  thereby 
preferved  from  a  difgrace :  in  others,  it 
can  only  be  known  by  its  proving  unfuc-. 
cefsful. 

When  the  difeai'e  is  the  mere  confer 
quence  of  ftridture,  and  the  gut,  previous 
to  fuch  ftridlure,  was  free  from  diftemper, 
it  feldom,  I  might  almoft  venture  to  fay 
never  happens,  but  that  the  fetting  it  free 
is  followed  by  a  difcharge  per  anum ;  efpe^ 
daily  if  fuch  intention  be  properly  af= 
fjfted  :  but  when  the  difeafe  was  originally 
in  the  inteftine,  and  the  inteftine  either 
not  bound  by  any  ftridlure,  or  a  ftridture 
the  mere  confequence  of  the  previous  di- 
ftemper  of  the  gut,  it  moft  frequently 
happens,  that  fuch  difcharge  does  not  fol¬ 
low  the  operation,  nor  is  obtainable  by 
any  means  after  it.  This  I  have  always 
regarded  as  a  charadteriftic  mark  of  the 
true  nature  of  the  malady  j  to  which  I  think, 
from  what  I  have  feen  of  thofe  cafes,  I 
might  add  another,  which  is  the  great  dif¬ 
ficulty,  and  in  fbme  cafes,  impoffibility  of 

keeping 
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keeping  the  reduced  inteftine  (after  the 
operation)  within  the  belly.  A  circum- 
ftance  which  I  have  feen  fometimes  to  be 
abfolutely  impoffible.  In  the  cafes  where 
all  the  mifchief  arifes  from  the  mere  pro- 
lapfus  and  ftridlure,  the  returned  inteftine 
becomes  immediately  pervious, -and  enjoy¬ 
ing  its  periftaltic  motion  keeps  its  place, 
and  does  its  ofBce  ;  but  w^hcre^  by  previous 
diftemper,  it  is  rendered  impervious,  and 
deprived  of  its  motion,  it  cannot  execute 
its  office,  it  remains  violently  diftended, 
and  is,  with  great  difficulty,  kept  within 
the  belly,  of  which  I  could  give  many  in- 
fcances.  This  is,  on  feveral  accounts,  a 
matter  of  importance,  both  to  patient  and 
furgeon  :  with  regard  to  the  former,  it  is 
not  merely  the  alarm,  anxiety,  horror, 
and  pain,  which  neceflarily  attend  an  ope¬ 
ration  of  fuch  kind,  and  of  fuch  ferious 
confequence,  and  w’hich,  of  themfelves, 
are  furely  enough ;  but  the  diftemper  not 
refiding  in,  nor  being  produced  by  the 
ftridlure,  the  neceflary  fymptomatic  fever, 
attending  fuch  an  operation,  muft,  in  the 

nature 
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nature  of  things,  be  a  circumftancc  of  ad¬ 
ditional  hazard  :  and,  with  regard  to  the 
furgeon,  the  difficulty  of  returning  the  di- 
ftended  intelline,  and  of  keeping  it  in  the 
belly  after  it  has  been  returned,  together 
with  the  mod;  frequent,  and  indeed  mod: 
probable  event  of  fuch  cafe,  render  it  very 
unpleafant,  and  what  every  man  would 
choofe  to  avoid.  No  man  can  command 
fnccefs,  but  every  man  would  wi£h  to  bs 
in  the  way  of  it. 


Conge^ 
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Congenial  Hernitz. 

\ 

H  E  difference  between  thefe  and 
other  ruptures,  is  not  a  matter  of 
mere  anatomical  fpeculation,  there  are  in 
the  former  feveral  particularities  which  re¬ 
quire  a  practitioner's  very  ferious  attention, 
and  which  an  operator  ought  always  to  be 
'  gware  of. 

The  fac  of  a  common  hernia,  every 
one  knows,  is  formed  by  the  protrufion  of 
the  peritoneum,  through  the  natural  open¬ 
ing  in  the  tendon  of  the  external,  oblique, 
mufcle  of  the  abdomen.  This  fac,  at  firff, 
extends  no  farther  than  the  groin,  but  is, 
by  means  of  its  contents,  gradually  puffed 
lower  and  lower  until  it  gets  into  the  fero- 
tum.  It  always  lies  anterior  to  the  fper-^ 
rnatic  veffels,  and  is  enveloped  in  the  cel¬ 
lular  membrane,  which  makes  the  tunica 
communis  of  the  faid  veffels,  forms  a  ca- 
yity  perfectly  didinCt  from  the  tunica  vagi¬ 
nalis 


I 


[  HO  I 

nails  tcftis,  and  never  does,  or  can  contain, 
the  tefticle  within  it. 

In  the  congenial  hernia,  the  cafe  is  dif¬ 
ferent  ;  in  this,  the  fac  is  not  formed  by  the 
unnatural  protruiion  of  a  portion  of  the 
peritoneum,  which  ought  to  have  remained 
within  the  belly,  but  is  made  by  the  un-- 
dofed,  vaginal  coat  of  the  tefticle ;  confe- 
quently  the  faid  fac,  conftantly  and  neceA 
farily,  contains  within  it,  the  tefticle,  to¬ 
gether  with  whatever  elfe  may  have  pafled 
from  the  abdomen  toconftitute  the  hernia, 
and  which  parts  muft  therefore  be  in  coti-^ 
tad;  with  the  tefticle. 

From  this  particularity  rcfult  fome  cir- 
cumftances  very  neceflary  for  a  prad:itioner 
to  be  acquainted  with.  Such  are  the  fol- 

I  ft.  It  fometimes  happens  that,  in 
infants,  a  portion  of  inteftine  flips  down 
along  with  the  tefticle,  prevents  the  clofing 
of  the  tunica  vaginalis,  and  thereby  con- 
ftitutes  the  difeafe. 
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2d.  It  fometimes  happens,  that  a  por¬ 
tion  of  gut  only  comes  down,  the  tefticle 

* 

never  paffing  forth  from  the  abdomen,  or 
remaining  in  the  groin,  and  falling  no 
lower. 

3d.  In  this  fpecies  of  hernia  a  ftrldure, 
or  ftridlures,  arc  fometimes  met  with^ 
which  ar^  formed  merely  by  the  contrac¬ 
tion  or  coardtation  of  the  neck  of  the  va¬ 
ginal  coat  or  fac,  independant  of  the  abdo¬ 
minal  tendon.  And, 

4th.  The  parts  contained  in  a  common^ 
hernia,  are  liable  to  contradt  cohefions  with 
each  other,  or  with  the  fac,  but  in  the 
congenial,  both  omentum  and  gut  are  li¬ 
able  to  become  connedted  with  the  tefticle  ; 
which  connedlion  will,  fometimes,  de¬ 
mand  all  the  judgment,  and  all  the  dexte¬ 
rity,  of  an  operator.  So  that,  nice  and 
,  delicate  as  the  operation  of  a  bubonocele  is 
in  the  moft  Ample  and  common  cafe,  it 
becomes  much  more  fo  in  the  congenial 
rupture,  CASE 
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CASE 

A  BOY,  about  fourteen  years  old,  was 
taken  into  St.  Bartholomew’s  hofpi^ 
tal  for  a  ftrumous,  lumbal,  abfcefs,  the 
matter  of  which  had  made  its  way  out  in 
the  upper  part  of  the  thigh.  The  dif- 
charge  was  great,  and  the  boy  finking 
apace. 

( 

While  he  lived,  I  took  notice  of  a  par¬ 
ticular  appearance  on  one  fide  of  the  fcro- 
tum. 


The  fpermatic  procefs,  at  its  exit  from 
the  belly,  was  large  and  full,  and  plainly 
contained  fometfiing  which  fhould  not  be 
there,  immediately  below  the  fulnefs,  the 
procefs  was  of  little  more  than  its  natural 
fize,  but  juft  above  -  the  tefticle,  it  w^as 
again  confiderably  inlarged,  and  had  the 
fame  feel  as  above. 
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The  true  ftate  of  the  cafe  remained  in 
doubt  till  the  boy  died,  at  which  time 
both  the  fwellings  were  become  mani- 
feftly  lefs  than  they  had  been. 

I  opened  his  body,  and  examined  the 
parts  with  fome  care.  The  tunica  vagi- 
>  nalis  teftls  was  open  to  the  abdomen,  and 
contained  a  confiderable  portion  of  omen¬ 
tum,  which  portion  reached  quite  down 
to  the  tefticle,  but  did  not  adhere  to  it : 
in  the  midway  between  the  abdominal 
opening  and  the  teftis,  the  hernial  fac  was 
fo  contradlcd,  that  the  piece  of  caul,  em¬ 
braced  by  the  contradlion,  was  not  extri- 
cablc  by  any  force,  and  was  prefled  into  a 
firm,  hard,  fubftance ;  above  and  below,  it 
was  foft  and  expanfile,  but  void  of  fat  as 
in  all  emaciated  fubjedls.  This  hernia, 
therefore,  added  to  its  other  particularities, 
muft  have  been  incapable  of  redudlion 
withowt  an  operation, 

V  Much 
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Much  about  the  fame  time,  Mr.  Reiley, 
a  very  ingenious  gentleman,  who  was  then 
under  me  at  St.  Bartholomew's,  fhewed 
me  a  congenial  hernia  jn  a  child  he  had 
then  in  diffedion,  and  in  which  a  portion 
of  inteftine  was  begirt  in  the  fame  man-* 
ner  fo  as  to  be  perfedly  inextricable ;  but 
by  divifion  of  the  part. 

Had  the  child  lived,  and,  at  any  time, 
been  under  a  necellity  of  fubmitting  to  the 
operation  for  a  bubonocele,  this  flridure, 
made  by  the  fac  only,  and  independant  of 
the  abdominal  tendon,  might  have  proved 
a  very  embarrafling  circumflance  in  the 
operation,  and  have  occafioned  a  difficulty 
which  might  not  have  been  forefeen  ^  in* 
deed,  upon  a  view  of  it,  after  death,  it 
appeared  wonderful,  how  the  inteftine  had 
executed  its  office  during  the  child’s  fhort 
life. 


CASE 
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CASE  XV. 


O  MA  S  Levefj  a  lad  about  feven-^ 
teen  years  old,  was  fent  to  St.  Bar-  - 
.  tholomew’s  by  Mr.  Gray,  of  Colchefler* 
His  complaint  was  a  rupture  which  pre¬ 
vented  his  getting  his  bread,  and  which 
no  body  in  the  country  had  been  able  to 
reduce.  ^  • 


The  account  he  gave  of  himfelf  was  as 
follows  :  That  he  had  had  the  rupture  as 
long  as  he  could  'remember ;  that  it  had 
always  been  down  in  the  day,  and  up  in 
the  night,  until  within  about  fix  months 
part,  when  he  had  been  thrown  over  a 
horfe's  head,  and  bruifed  againft  the  pum¬ 
mel  of  the  faddle ;  that  the  blow  gave  him 
fo  great  pain,  at  the  time,  as  to  occafion 
his  fwooning ;  that  the  pain  continued 
fome  hours,  and  was  followed  by  inflam¬ 
mation  and  fwelling,  W'hich  lafted  fome 
days  ;  and  that,  from  that  time,  be  had 
never  been  able  to  get  his  rupture  up. 

L  The 
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The  fcrotum  was  large  and  full,  but 
not  at  all  tenfe ;  it  plainly  contained  a 
portion  of  inteftine,  but  there  was  no 
fymptom,  nor  any  appearance  of  the  fmall- 
efl  degree  of  ftridture.  Upon  attempting 
redudion,  fome  part  of  the  gut  pafied  ea- 
fily  and  freely  into  the  abdomen,  but  a 
conhderable  portion  of  it  remained,  nor 
could  by  any  means  be  made  to  follow. 
The  tefliicle  was  very  diflinguilhable  be¬ 
low,  and  feemed  to  be  of  its  natural  fize, 
and  in  a  natural  ftate,  except  that  from  the 
epidydimis  there  proceeded  a  fmall,  hard, 
body,  which  body  became  tight,  when  the 
returnable  part  of  the  gut  went  into  the 
belly,  and  feemed  to  be  what  hindered  the  re¬ 
turn  of  the  whole.  The  boy  was  in  perfedt 
^health,  had  no  obllrudlion  to  his  difcharge 
per  anum,  nor  any  complaint  relative  to 
the  ihteftinal  canal.  A  part  of  the  inte- 
fiine  was,  as  I  have  already  faid,  return¬ 
able  with  the  greateft  eafe  s  but  even  this 
would  not  remain  a  moment  after  the  fin¬ 
ger  which  returned  it  was  removed,  not 

even 
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even  in  a  fupine  pofture.  A  compleat  re- 
duilion  was  found  impradlicable,  the  parts 
were  in  fuch  a  date,  that  no  benefit  could 
be  propofed  from  evacuation  of  any  kind. 
To  put  a  trufs  on  was  not  only  ufelefs, 
but  mifchievous ;  and  to  leave  a  boy  of  fe- 
venteen,  who  w^as  to  get  his  bread  by  hard 
labour,  with  his  fcrotum  loaded  with  inte- 
ifine,  liable,  by  every  exertion,  to  be  in- 
creafed,  and  by  any  inflan:»mation  to  be¬ 
come  ftrangulated,  could  not  be  thought 
of. 

It  was  therefore,  after  very  mature  deli¬ 
beration,  deemed  advifeable,  to  give  him 
the  very  probable  chance  of  a  cure  by  an 
operation. 

The  very  eafy  return  of  part  of  the  gut 
into  the  belly,  convinced  me,  that  I  mud 
not  expedl  to  find  any  fluid  in  the  fac,  and 
the  boy's  own  account  fatisfied  me  that  the 
hernia  was  congenial,  and  had  the  tunica 
vaginalis  for  its  fac. 

L  2 
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I  made  my  incifion  very  cautloufly,  and 
found  both  thefe  circumftances  to  be  true. 
In  the  bag  was  a  fmall  portion  of  the 
ileum,  and  that  part  of  the  colon  called' 
the  caecum,  with  its  appendicula  vermi- 
formis  >  the  former  was  loofe,  but  the  lat¬ 
ter  was  adherent  to  the  epididymis  and  te- 
fticle,.  it  took  fome'  little  time  to  feparate 
thefe  Gonnedions  in  fuch  manner,  as  to 
injure  neither  of  the  parts,  but  when  that 
was  accompliflied,  a  very  fmall  divifioh  of 
the  tendon  ferved  to  obtain  a  compleat  re- 
dudion  of  the  whole,  and  the  boy  went 
heme  well  in  about  fix  wxeks^ 

If  this  lad  had  not  undergone  the  ope¬ 
ration  at  the  time  he  did,  and  inflamma¬ 
tion  with  ftridure  had,  at  any  future  time, 
attacked  him,  his  chance  of  prefervation 
would  have  been  but  fmall.  The  adhe- 
fion  would  have  rendered  redudion  im* 
pradicable ;  but  this  not  being  known, 
would  have,  at  leafl:,  occafioned  a  wafte  of 
time  in  unneceflary,  fruitlefs  attempts, 

&c. 
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&c.  unlefs  It  may  be  fuppofed  that^  after 
fach  attack,  the  intefline  could  be  ren¬ 
dered  pervious  and  capable  of  executing 
its  office  by  means  of  purging,  and  ftimii- 
latiug  medicines  (which,  in  tliis  fituation 
of  things,  I  am  not  much  inclined  to  be¬ 
lieve)  it  is  clear,  that  nothing  but  the  ope¬ 
ration  could  have  ferved  him ;  which  operas 
tion  (the  circumftance  of  adhefion  not  be¬ 
ing  known)  would  not,  in  all  probability, 
have  been  propofed  one  minute  too  foon. 
Befides  which,  when  all  the  parts  were  got 
into  a  iiate  of  inflamimation,  the  feparation 
of  the  cohefion  might  not,  perhaps,  have 
teen  executed  fo  readily^ 

A  cafe,  in  fome  degree  like  to  this,  was 
in  St.  Bartholomew's  about  a  year  ago  un¬ 
der  the  care  of  Mr.  Younge.  It  was  in  a 
boy  about  eleven  years  old.  His  fcrotum 
was  much  inlarged,  and  contained  fome- 
thing  of  confiderable  fize  ;  but  there  was 
neither  pain,  inflammation,  tenfion,  nor 
impediment,  in  going  to  ftool :  notwith- 
ifanding  the  abfence  of  all  bad  fymptoms, 

L  3  .ffie 
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the  boy,  from  the  mere  fize  of  the  tunior^ 
was  prevented  from  doing  any  thing  either 
hy  way  of  exercife  or  work. 

The  operation  was  performed,  the  her¬ 
nia,  which  was  congenial,  was  both  inte- 
flinal,  and  omental.  I  am  fure  I  am  with¬ 
in  the  truth  when  I  fav,  that  there  were 
ten  different  adhefions  of  the  omentum  to 
the  fac,  and  two  to  the  tefticle  :  nor  was 
vthis  all,  for  the  upper  part  of  the  fac  was 
fo  narrow^  that  it  might  well  have  been 
iniftaken  for  a  dridture  made  by  the  ten¬ 
don, 

.  Had  the  portion  of  inteftine,  in  this 
cafe,  been  at  any  time  increafed,  fo  as  to 
have  produced  a  llridlure,  bad  fymptoms 
would  foon  have  come  on,  and  what  trou¬ 
ble  might  not  have  been  expedted  from 
parts  fo  circumftanced  ;  not  one  of  which 
could  have  been  knowm  previoufly  to  the 
operationi 


A 
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A  flidden  attack  of  great  pain  in  the 
belly,  attended  with  ficknefs  and  vomiting, 
and  an  incapacity  of  going  to  ftool,  imply 
the  probability  of  a  rupture  being  the 
caufe  i  efpecially  if  the  perfon  fo  attacked 
either  has  at  that  time,  or  has  had  one. 

Pain  in  the  belly,  naufea,  vomiting, 
and  conflipation,  are  the  general  fymptoms 
of  an  obfiru^lion  in  fome  part  of  the  inte- 
flinal  canal,  and  denote,  among  other 
things,  a  perverfion,  alteration,  and,  per¬ 
haps,  fometimes,  ceffation  of  its  perlftaltic 
motion.  They  do  not  indeed  point  out 
what  the  particular  caufe  may  be ;  but  let 
it  be  what  it  may,  if  it  be  not  foon  re¬ 
moved,  the  patient  muft  fink. 

An  incarcerated  hernia,  as  it  is  called,  is 
a  difeafe  caufed  by  fuch  flrifture  made  on  a 
part  of  the  inteflinal  canal,  as  not  only 

L  4  fiops 
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flops  its  proper  motion,  and  prevents  thq 
pailage  of  the  faeces  through  it,  but  alfo 
hinders  the  circulation  of  blood  through 
its  veflels,  and  veryfoon  induces  a  morti¬ 
fication. 

The  fame  fymptoms  have  fometimes 
been  produced  by  an  inflammation,  or  hy 
a  fpafmodic  affedlion  of  the  fame  part  in 
perfons  who,  if  they  have  had  a  hernia, 
have  not  had  any  flridlure  in  it/  and  alfo 
in  perfons  w^ho  have  had  no  hernia  at  all. 

The  great,  and  material  diiference  be-r- 
tw^een  the  two  cafes  is,  that  in  the  one  the 
fymptoms  are  occafioned  by  an  affeftion  of 
a  part  of  the  inteftinal  tube  thruft  forth 
from  its  natural  fituaiion  within  the  belly, 
and  begirt  hy  a  ftrifture ;  and  in  the  other, 
they  arife  from  an  afFedlion  of  a  part  of 
the  fame  canal,  not '  begirt,  nor  thruft 
forth,  but  remaining  in  its  proper  place. 
The  general  complaints  attending  each  of 
thefe  difeafes  are  fo  alike,  and  are  fo  very 
difficult  to  be  dffiffiguifhed  fromf  each 

other. 
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other,  that  whenever  they  appear  to  any 
violent  degree,  the  places  in  which  hernia 
make  their  appearance,  ought  always  to  be 
inquired  into  of  examined,  more  efpecially 
in  women ;  for  althougti  the  fymptoms  re- 
femble  each  other  fo  much,  the  caufes  of 
them  are  materially  different,  and  render 
one  an  objeft  of  furgery,  while  the  other 
is  not  at  all  fo.  Whoever  reflefts  on>thefe 
fadts,  muft  fee  the  propriety,  or, -indeed, 
the  neceffity  of  fuch  inquiry  as  may  deter¬ 
mine  the  true  nature  of  the  malady  1  that 
a  rupture,  if  it  be  the  caufc,  may  be  im¬ 
mediately  reduced ;  or  that  not  being  the 
cafe,  that  the  p^ffio  iliaca  may  be  properly 
treated, 

* 

Thefe  circumflances  are  fuch,  that  the 
hazard  or  fafety  of  the  patient  often  de¬ 
pends  upon  them,  and  therefore  require 
the  very  ferious  attention  of  the  pradi- 
tioner  :  but  material  as  they  are,  they  are 
not  all,  there  are  ethers  which  equally  de¬ 
mand  his  regard.^  A 

^  The  obfervation  of  Platner,  who  fays,  Nec  fa- 
cile  inveniuntur  notae  quae  oftendunt  ex  qua  occa- 
fione  inteflina  laborant^’^  is  flridlly  juft  and  true. 
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A  rupture  doth  not  preclude  or  prevent 
inflammation,  or  fpafm,  or  whatever  elfe 
may  be  the  caufe  of  mifchief  from  attack¬ 
ing  any  other  part  of  the  inteflinal  canal 
not  included  within  the  hernial  fac ;  nei¬ 
ther  doth  it  prevent  the  fame  kind  of  evils 
from  falling  on  that  part  of  the  inteftinc 
which  is  wdthin  the  fac,  and  thereby  pro¬ 
ducing  mifchief  independant  of  the  rup¬ 
ture,  although  afFedihg  the  part  within, 
or  caufing  it  :  And  it  alfo  fometimes  hap¬ 
pens,  that  perfons  afflidted  with  unredu¬ 
ced,  or  irreducible  ruptures,  are  rendered 
incapable  of  difcharging  their  faeces  per 
anum,  by  caufes  which  have  not  the  lead 
connection  with,  or  dependance  upon  the 
rupture,  or  the  inteftine  contained  within 
it.  Thus  it  becomes  a  furgeon's  carq^  to 
endeavour  to  be  able,  not  only  to  know 
wdien  a  hernia  is  the  caufe  of  bad  fyrnp- 
toms,  but  alfo  when  it  is  not;  as  his  con¬ 
duct  upon  thefe  different  occaflons,  mud 
be  very  materially  different :  for,  on  the 
one  hand,  if  the  mifchief  arifes  from  the 

intedine 
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intcftine  being  bound  by  a  flridure,  no¬ 
thing  but  the  redudion  of  it  by  the  hand, 
or  the  fetting  it  free  by  the  chirurgic  ope¬ 
ration,  can  preferve  the  patient ;  but,  on 
the  other,  if  the  fymptorns  proceed  from 
another  caufe,  even  though  the  portion  of 
inteftine  within  the  hernia  fliould  be  the 
immediate  feat  of  the  evil,  the  attempts 
for  redudion  will  be  painful  and  vain, 
the  operation  at  beft  ufelefs,  and  moft  pro¬ 
bably  prejudicial ;  and  if  the  feat  and  caufe 
of  the  mifchief  be  not  within  the  rupture, 
both  the  laft  mentioned  attempts  become 
thereby  ftill  more  improper,  more  ufelefs, 
and  more  pernicious. 


CASE 


XVI. 


A  N  old  gentleman,  who  had  for  many 
years  had  an  irreturnable  rupture  of 
the  mixed  kind,  and  which  I  had  often 
feen,  was  feized  with  the  fymptorns  of  an 
obftrudion  in  the  inteftinal  canal. 


He 
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He  complained  of  great  pain  in  his 
whole  belly,  bat  particularly  about  his  na¬ 
vel  j  he  was  hot  and  refllefs,  and  had  a  fre-- 
quent  inclination  to  vornit ;  his  pulfe  was 
full,  hard,  and  frequent ;  and  he  had  gone, 
contrary  to  his  ufual  cuftom,  three  days 
without  a  ftooL 

I  examined  his  rupture  very  carefully  ’ 

,  the  procefs  was  large  and  full,  as  ufual, 
but  not  at  all  tenfe  or  painful  upon  being 
handled ;  his  belly  was  much  fwollen  and 
hard,  and  he  could  hardly  bear  the  light 
preffure  of  a  hand  about  his  navel.  Upon 
mature  confideration  of  the  whole  I  was  of 
opinion,  that  his  rupture  had  no  fhare  in 
his  prefent  complaints.  But  as  fome  of 
his  fymptoms  refembled  thofe  of  a  flric- 
ture,  I  delircd  that  more  advice  might  be 
had.  A  phyfician*  and  furgeon  were  cal¬ 
led  :  I  gave  them  account  of  what  1  had 
feen  of  the  cafe,  of  my  opinion  concern¬ 
ing  the  irreducibility  of  the  rupture,  and 
that  it  had  no  fliare  in  the  prefent  com¬ 
plaint  i 


[  ^57  ] 

plaint  5  at  the  fame  time  defiring  my  col¬ 
league  to  examine  for  himfelf.  We  tried 
at  redudion  without  fuccefs,  but  he 
thought  that  there  was  ftill  a  ftridure.  The 
Dodor  ordered  bleeding,  glyfters,  and  ca¬ 
thartics,  the  laft  were  immediately  rejeded 
by  vomit,  and  the  glyfter  came  away  with¬ 
out  any  mixture  of  feces.  Bleeding  was 
repeated  ad  deliquium,  the  tobacco-fmoak 
was  injeded,  but  all  to  no  purpofe.  The 
operation  was  propofed,  but  as  the  cafe  did 
not  appear  to  me  to  require  it,  I  could  not 
fecond  the  motion  3  it  was,  however,  men¬ 
tioned  to  the  patient,  who  would  not  con- 
fent  unlefs  I  would  fay  that  I  thought  it 
neceffary,  and  believed  it  would  be  fuc- 
cefsful :  I  could  not  fay  either,  becauie  I 
believed  neither.  Every  thing  elfe  that  art 
could  fuggeft  or  pradife  was  tried ;  but, 
on  the  fixth  day  he  died. 

As  it  had  been  fuppoftd, '  that  I  was 
wrong  and  pofitive,  I  was  very  glad  that 
his  friends  chofe,  to  have  him  opened. 


/ 
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The  hernial  fac  was  thick  and  hard,  and 
contained  a  large  portion  of  omentum,  a 
piece  of  the  ileum,  and  a  portion  of  the 
colon,  all  perfedtly  found,  free  from  in¬ 
flammation  or  ftridure,  and  irreturnable 
only  from  quantity.  But  the  intefline  je¬ 
junum,  v/as  greatly  diftended,  highly  in¬ 
flamed,  and,  in  fome  parts,  fphacelated. 

'  •  C  A  S  E  xvn. 

JOHN  DE\yELL,  a  man  about  thirty, 
was  brought  into  St.  Bartholomew’s, 
labouring,  as  was  fuppofed,  under  an  in-* 
carcerated  hernia.  He  had  not  had  a  ftool 
for  three  days,.. although  he  had  taken  both 
purges  and  glyfters  s  he  vomited  almoft  in- 
ceffantly,  his  pulfe  was  hard  and  frequent, 
but  not  full,  and  his  countenance  befpoke 
death. 

I 

He  had  a  rupture  3  it  was  on  the  right 
fide,  was  clearly  inteftinal,  was  foft,  eafy, 

occafioned 
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occafioned  no  pain  upon  being  bandied, 
and  feemed  to  be  capable  of  redudion  ; 
but,  after  many  trials,  I  found  that  I  could 
not  accomplifli  that  end,  notwithftanding 
I  ufed  my  utmoft  endeavours ;  .all  which 
gave  the  man  no  uneafinefs,  and  therefore 
fatisfied  me,  that  his  fymptoms  did  not 
arife  from  his  hernia,  which  was  alfo  the 
patient's  own  opinion. 

Mr.  Nourfe  coming  into  the  ward,  I 
defired  him  to  look  at  the  man :  He 
thought,  that  notwithftanding  the  feem- 
ingly  quiet  date  of  the  rupture,  that  a 
fmall  portion  of  gut  might  be  fo  engaged, 
as  to^caufe  his  prefent  mifchief,  and  there¬ 
fore  that  the  operation  was  warrantable 
and  proper. 

Suppofing  it  to  be  right  at  all,  it  could 
not  be  done  too  foon,  and  therefore  we  fet 
about  it  immediately. 

The  rhernial  fac  was  formed  »by  ’the  tu¬ 
nica  vaginalis,  it  contained  a  portion  df.in- 

teftine 
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teftine  ileum,  which  had  contracted  a  flight 
cohefion  with  the  teflicle,  but  was  fo  per¬ 
fectly  free  from  flridiure  that,  when  we 
had  loofened  it  from  its  connection,  we  re¬ 
turned  it  into  the  belly  without  dividing 
the  tendon. 

I  waSj  Indeed,  afraid  that  the  man 
would  have  died  before  we  could  have  got 
him  to  bed,  but  he  lived  till  the  next 
day. 

A  portion  of  the  colon,  within  the 
belly,  had  been  in  a  ftate  of  inflamma^ 
tion,  was  now  plainly  mortified^  and  qui|a 
black. 


CASE  XVIIL 

t 

J  W  A  S  delired  to  be  preftnt  at  the 
opening  of  the  body  of  a  gentleman, 
whofe  difeafe  and  death  had  occafioned 
fome  altercation  among  thofe  who  had  at¬ 
tended  him. 


The 
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The  account  given  of  him  while  living 
was,  that  to  the  age  of  56,  he  had  enjoyed 
an  uninterrupted  ftate  of  health. 

A 

That,  at  the  age  of  forty,  he  difcovered 
a  rupture,  for  whieh  he  immediately  took 
advice,  and  put  on  a  trufs  :  that  the  trufs 
not  anfweriog  the  purpofe,  hefoon  threw  k 
afide,  and  fuffered  his  rupture  to  take  its 
courfe.  That  it  gradually  increafed  until 
it  became  both  vilible  and  troublefome. 
That  he  then  applied  to  Mr.  Sainihill, 
and  Mr.  Samuel  Sharpe,  both  of  whom 
endeavoured  to  reduce  it,  but  in  vain,  and 
both  advifed  him  to  wear  a  fufpenfory  bag, 
which  he,  from  that  time,  had  conftantly 
done.  That,  from  that  time,  he  had  ne^ 
ver  complained  of  any  uneafinefe  but  what 
was  occafioned  ^by  its  mere  weight.  That 
he  very  feldom  miffed  having  a  ftool  every 
morning.  That,  about  two  years  before 
his  death,  he  began  to  complain  of  fre¬ 
quent  pain  about  his  bladder  and  funda- 
jlient.  That  thefe  pgins  had  affected 
i.  .  M  near 
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near  three  months  before  he  found  any  al¬ 
teration  in  his  faecal  difcharge,  but  that, 
from  that  time,  he  had  been  conftantly 
coftive ;  and,  for  the  laft  fix  months^ 
had  never  paffed  a  ftool  without  a  very  fti- 
mulating  purge,  and  even  then,  with  great 
difficulty.  That  he  had  frequently  taken 
advice,  had  a  variety  of  medicines  pre^ 
feribed,  from  none  of  which  he  ever 
reaped  any  other  than  the  temporary  be¬ 
nefit  of  purging.  That,  in  all  this  time, 
no  alteration  had  ever  been  found>^ 
ceived  in  his  rupture,  either  regarding  its 
fize,  or  any  other  circumftance,  That, 
for  feven  or  eight  weeks  before  his  death, 
he  had  worn  a  very  morbid  afpeft,  was 
become  exceedingly  emaciated,  and  had 
totally  loft  all  appetite,  his  pains  alfo  be¬ 
ing  more  frequent,  and  more  acute.  And 
that,  for  the  laft  week,  he  neither  had, 
nor  could  obtain  any,  the  fmalleft  degree-^ 
of  ftool. 

This  fymptom  had  been,  by  thofe  who 
were  called  to  him  laft,  attributed  to 

his 
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his  hernia ;  and  the  operation  had  been 
much  prefled  on  one  fide,  and  objeded  to 
on  the  other. 

The  hernial  fac  was  old,  large,  and 
thick,  its  contents,  omentum,  much  har-  ' 

»  •  -4  ;  ■ 

dened,  and  a  confiderable  portion  of  the 
intefiine  ileum  both  perfedlly  found  and 
unaltered,  and  not  hound  by  the  fmalleft 
degree  of  llridure,  the  fliomach,  liver,' 
fpleen,  and  fmall  intellines,  without  ble- 
mifhy  but  confiderably  diftended ;  but 
about  five  inches  of  that  part  of  the 
colon  neareft  to  the  redtum  was  lb  con- 
traced,  that  it  was  '  quite  impervious, 
and  fo  hardened,  that  it  was  like  nothing 
fo  little  as  a  portion  of  gut,  ‘ 


CASE  XIX. 

A  MAN,  about  forty,  was  brought  to 
St.  Bartholomew's  with  a  fuppofed 
incarcerated  hernia. 


M  3; 


He 
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He  had  a  very  fwollen,  tight,  belly,  a 
frequent  pain,  and  vomiting,  and  no  flools ; 
and  this  had  been  the  cafe  for  three  days, 
during  which  time,  very  proper  attempts  had 

|)een  made  both  for  redudtion  and  palTage. 

* 

/ 

Neither  the  fcrotum,  nor  the  parts  about 
the  groin,  feemed  to  indicate  that  the  feat 
of  the  eyil  was  there,  although  the  part^ 

'  were  certaudy  too  t^nfe,  and  a  portion  of 
intefline  vvas  palpably  in  a  hernial  fac.  It 
was  Mr.  Crane’s  week,  who  was  out  of 
London,  and  Mr.  Edmund  Pitt,  who 
adted  for  him,  defired  me  to  affift  in  the 
operation  3  which  was  thought  necelTary,  a^ 

po  difcharge  per  anum  could  be  procured. 

<  .  * 

The  hernial  fac  w'as  of  the  congenial 
|dnd,  and  contained  a  portion  of  fmall  in- 
teftine,  which  did  not  feem  much,  if  at 

‘  *  3  '■  '  '  '  I*  ^ 

all,  bound  by  the  tendon,  but  it  was  fo 
ftrongly  and  univerfally  adherent  to  the 
|ieck  of  the  fac,  that  it  was  impoffible  to 
think  of  feparating  it.  A  very  unpleafant 

-circumftancc 

V.  4  *  k.  V  .  C  • 


tirciimftance  this.  '  All  that  could  he  dohe 
Was,  to  fet  it  free  from  ail  poffible  ftric- 

ture,  and  if  ftools  could  be  procuredi  td 

* 

adl  afterwards  as  might  be  neceffary,  ' 

Every  means^  of  purge,  glyfler,  &c.  was 
ufed,  but  no  paffage  procured  ;  and,  on 
the  fourth  day  from  that  of  his  admiffion 
he  diedi 

The  piece  of  inteftine,  in  the  hernia^, 
was  that"  part  of  the  ileum  neareft  to  the 
coldn,  and  which  was  in  good  order,  only 
adherent 5  but  higher  «p  toward  thejeju^ 
num,  it  was  abfolutely  impervious  for 
more  than  three  inches  in  lengthi 

I  have  feen  twd  other  cafes  fo  nearly  li*^ 
milar,  that  I  need  not  repeat  them^ 

The  following  tafe  has  fome  cifcum-^ 
fiances  which  may  poffibly  be  worth  the 
reader’s  notice. 
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CASE  XX. 

t 

^HOMAS  MARSHALL,  aged  fifty- 
•  four,  was  brought  into  St.  Bartho¬ 
lomew’s  hofpital,  on  the  25th  of  May, 
1764,  with  a  large,  painful,  tumefied, 
fcrotum.  The  account  which  he-  gave  of 
himfelf  was. 

That,  in  his  childhood,  he  had  been 
afflided  with  a  gut-rupture,  for  which  he 
had  worn  a  trufs  until  the  rupture  was 
fuppofed  to  have  been  cured.  That  he 
had  always  been  a.regular,  temperate,  and 
hard-w'orking  man.  That,  on  the  23d  of 
April,  he  felt,  while  he  was  at  work,  a 
fudden,  violent,  attack  of  a  colic-pain, 
which,  in  a  few  hours,  was  followed  by 
a  flight  purging.  That,  his  pain  not 
ceafing,  he  took  fome  tindure  of  rhu¬ 
barb,  from  which  he  had  three  or  four 
more  motions.  That,  in  the  evening  of 
the  fecond  day,  he  found  a  confiderable 

fwelling 
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fwelliilg  in  his  groin  and  fcrotum,  on  the 
fide  where  his  rupture  had  formerly  been. 
That,  on  the  third,  he  went  to  work 
again,  although  he  had  much  pain  in  his 
belly,  and  a  purging.  That,  on  the 
fourth,  he  took  fomething  of  the  cordial 
kind,  given  him  by  a  neighbour,  and  ftaid 
at  home  all  that  day,  and  the  next,  during 
which  he  was  pretty  eafy,  but  had  feveral 
loofe  ftools.  That,  on  the  feventh  day 
from  that  of  his  being  firft  taken  ill,  he 
went  to  work  again,  biit  was  again  at¬ 
tacked  with  fevere  pain,  and  frequent  vo¬ 
miting,  immediately  after  which  he  found 
the  Iwelling  in  his  fcrotum  confidcrably 
increafed.  That,  from  this  time,  he  was 
fo  much,  and  fo  conftantly  uneafy",  as  to 
be  obliged  to  keep  his  bed,  it  being  the 
only  place  in  which  he  could  put  himfelf 
in  a  tolerably  eafy  pofture.  And  that  du¬ 
ring  the  whole  time,  from  the  29th  of 
April  to  the  25th  of  May,  he  had  very 
feldom  had  lefs  than  two  ftools  every  day, 
often  more. 

M  4  The 
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The  man  was  much  emaciated,  had  i 
quick  pulfe,  a  hot  Itin,  and  confiderable 
thirft  :  the  fcrotum  was  now  very  much  on 
the  ftretch,  began  to  put  on  a  purple  kind 
of  colour,  and  had,  at  the  fame  time,  a 
watry  load  in  its  cellular  membrane,  but 
palpably  contained  a  large  quantity  of  fluid 
in  the  tunka  vaginalis  teflis.  The  whole 
tumor  had  a  pyriform  kind  of  figure ;  the 
fpermatic  procefs  was  hard  and  large,  and 
clearly  contained  fomething  which  palTed 
into  it  from  the  belly,  but  which  fome¬ 
thing  did  not  defcend  below  the  upper  part 
of  the  fcrotum,  while  the  lower  part  of 
the  fame  was  fo  diftendcd,  as  to  be  half 
way  down  the  thigh,  and  was  palpably 
filled  by  a  fluid  • 

The  ftate  of  the  parts  were  fuch,  that  it 
became  neeeflary  to  do  fomething,  lert 
they  fliould  mortify.  I  made,  with  all 
poflTible  caution,  an  incifion  through  the 
loaded  integuments  into  the  cavity  of  the 
tunica  vaginalis,  and  gave  difeharge  to  near 
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a  quart  of  the  moft  offenfive  brown  liquor  : 

.  upon  the  difcharge  of  this,  the  lower  part 
all  fubfided ;  but  the  upper  remained  the 
fame.  I  then,  with  a  crooked  probe- 
pointed  knife,  divided  the  whole  from  be¬ 
low  upward,  and  found  that  the  bag  con¬ 
taining  the  fluid  was  a  congenial  hernial 
fac,  whofe  internal  furface  had  all  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  being  mortified,  and  that  the 
body,  in  its  upper  part,  was  a  portion  of 
inteiline.  This  portion  had,  on  its  fur- 
face,  feveral  black,  and  truly-fphacelated 
fpots,  fome  larger,  and  fome  fmaller  i  but 
the  gut  was  ftill  intire,  and  appeared  mo-^ 
derately  diftended  with  wind.  I  paflTed 
my  finger  through  the  opening  in  the  ab¬ 
dominal  mufcle,  and  could  not  find  that  it 
made  the  fmallefl:  degree  of  ftridlure,  but 
found,  at  the  fame  time,  that  the  inteftine 
was  fo  firmly  adherent  to  the  fac  that,  in 
its  prefent  date,  it  was  equally  impoflibic 
to  return,  as  to  detach  it.  That  night 
the  man  had  two  good  ilools,  and  next 
morning,  when  I  expedted  to  have  found 
him  dead,  he  was  confiderably  better. 

I  again 
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I  again  examined  the  parts,  to  fee  whe¬ 
ther  the  inteftine  could  be  returned,  but 
again  found  that,  had  it  been  advifeable, 
it  was  impradicable.  The  third  day  he 
was  ftill  better,  and  had  a  figured  ftooL 

As  it  appeared  highly  improbable,  that 
the  mortified  fpots  on  the  gut  fhould  caft 
off  without  leaving  a  breach  in  the  inte¬ 
ftine;  I  thought,  that  the  beft  that  could 
happen,  would  be  a  difcharge  of  fasces 
through  the  wound,  at  leaft  for  a  time ; 
but  I  was  miftaken,  for  at  the  end  of  five 
days,  during  which  he  had  taken  the  bark 
freely,  all  the  efchars  caft  off,  by  a  florid, 
good,  incarnation,  and  leaving  no  breach 
at  all,  the  man  became  eafy,  chearful,  and 
began  to  take  nouriihment. 

From  this  time,  the  portion  of  inteftine 
in  the  groin,  feemed  daily  to  retire  up¬ 
ward,  and  become  lets  vifible,  and  I  began 
to  entertain  hope  that  we  fhould  fee  a  very 
fortunate  termination  of  this  very  mifer- 

able 
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able  cafe.  For  the  fpace  of  ten  days  he 
took  the  bark  freely,  and  feemed  every  day 
better  and  better ;  but,  at  the  end  of  that 
time,  he  became  again  feverifh  and  lan¬ 
guid  ;  inftead  of  his  ufual  freedom  of  flool, 
none  could  be  procured,  and  he  died. 

/ 

The  prolapfed  gut  had  retired  fo  much, 
that,  had  the  man  lived,  I  make  no  doubt 
that  it  w^ould  have  been  included  within 
the  fore,  and  been  firmly  healed  over :  the 
places,  which  had  been  fphacclated,  were 
quite  healed ;  but  about  four  inches  of 
that  part  of  the  inteftine,  which  was  juft 
within  the  belly,  was  fo  contrafted  as  to 
become  quite  impervious,  and  perfedly 
fcirrhoiis. 

The  intelligent  will,  I  make  no  doubt, 
remark  on  fome  parts  of  this  cafe,  and 
therefore  I  fhall  trouble  him  with  one 
only,  which  is,  that  fphacelated  fpots  on 
the  furface  of  an  inteftine,  are  not  always 
and  abfolutely  a  prohibition  againfl  return¬ 
ing  fuch  inteftine  into  the  belly. 


CASE 
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case  XXL 

A-  L 

■1 

J  WAS  defired  to  meet  Dr;  DeValangiri^ 
Mr.  Godman,  and  Mr.  Boigue,  in  the 
cafe  of  a  hernia  with  ftridlure. 

The  patient  was  a  man  about  the  mid^ 
die  of  life,  his  rupture  was,  I  think,  on 
his  left  fide,  and  when  I  faw  him  he  had 
not  had  a  ftool  for  feveral  days,  though  the 
ufual  means  had  been  ufed.  Upon  exami¬ 
ning  the  parts,  they  made  as  bad  an  ap¬ 
pearance  as  poffible :  they  had  been  tumid, 
fullj  and  inflamed,  they  were  how  funk, 
flaccid,  and  completely  mortified,  not- 
withftanding  which  I  could  not  fay,  that 
the  man  appeared  fo  near  to  death,  as  fuch 
an  appearance  would  indicate,  but,  at  the 
fame  time,  fo  materially  ill,  that  I  could 
not  fuppofe  that  he  could  receive  any  be¬ 
nefit  from  the  art  of  furgery. 

.  .  . .  ■  ‘  *  The 
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The  true  Intent  of  the  operation,  that  of 
fetting  the,  gut  fr^e  from  the  ftridlure,  was 
of  no  confideration  here  ;  the  ftrifture  had 
done  all  its  mifchief ;  if  the  man  was  to 
live,  the  mortified  parts  muft  caft  off*;  and 
if  he  was  to  die,  I  thought  it  was  better 
that  we  ftiould  not  even  appear  to  have  a 
fliare  in  his  death,  by  an  operation,  which 
I‘  thought  could  not  be  ferviceable,  and 
plight  be  mifconftrued. 

This  was  truly  my  opinion,  and  I  gwe 
as  fuch.  But,  overcome  by  the  importu¬ 
nity  of  the  patient’s  wife,  and  to  avoid  feem-r 
ing  to  be  either  carelefs  or  brutal,  I  was  pre¬ 
vailed  on  to  divide  the  parts.  The  fcrb~ 
turn,  integuments  in  the  groin,  and  her¬ 
nial  fac,  were  completely,  and  truly  morr 
tified  ;  the  portion  of  inteftine,  which  cer¬ 
tainly  was  not  lefs  than  three  inches,  was 
in  the  fame  ftate,  funk,  empty,  (having 
burft)  and  as  black  as  a  coal  s  the  offence 
was  terrible,  but  the  man  fuffered  no  pain, 

as 
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as  the  parts  were  totally  void  of  fen- 
fation, 

I  contented  myfclf  with  merely  dividing 
the  ferotum,  and  hernial  fac,  and  left  the 

t 

rotten  inteftine  as  it  was,  lying  in  the  groin 
on  the  outfide  of  the  ring,  concluding  that 
avery  iliort  fpace  of  time  would  determine 
'  the  poor  man's  fate,  and  that  not  favora¬ 
bly.  The  gentlemen  whom  I  had  met,  con¬ 
tinued  to  attend,  and  to  take  care  of  him : 
the  mortified  parts  caft  off,  he  difeharged 
his  faeces  through. his  wound  for  fome  time, 
but  that,  in  no  great  length  of  time,  cea- 
fed,  and  within  the  fpace  of  a  month,  I 
faw  him  in  very  good  health,  difeharging 
all  his  faeces  per  anum,  and  having  only  a 
fmall,  clean,  and  healing  fore,  where  his 

wound  had  been.  How  the  faeces  palTed 

% 

from  the  ileum  to  the  colon  after  the  mor¬ 
tified  parts  were  thrown  off,  I  am,  confi- 
dering  the  fize  of  the  portion  of  gut,  re¬ 
ally  at  a  lofs  to  account  for ;  but  very  fure 
I  am,  that  if  the  advice  given  by  all  wri¬ 
ters. 
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ters,  in  thefe  cafes,  to  cut  off  the  piece  of 
mortified  inteftine,  and  faften  the  found 
part  to  the  upper  part  of  the  wound,  had 
been  followed,  the  man*  would  have  paffed 
the  remainder  of  his  life  in  a  much  more 
unpleafant  manner. 


coco  0000 
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Hernia  ’veficce  urinarice^ 


A  Hernia  formed  by  a  protrufion  of  a 
portion  of  the  urinary  bladder,  thro’ 
the  opening  in  the  abdominal  mufcle  ipto 
the  groin  or  ferotum  is  a  difeafe,  fojhew 
times,  but  not  very  frequently,  met  with. 

It  has  been  taken  notice  of  by  many 
writers  of  charafter,  and  .  has  been  accu¬ 
rately  deferibed  by  Monf.  Verdier,  an4 
Mr.  Samuel  Sharpe. 

Whoever  is  acquainted  with  the  ftruc- 
ture  and  difpofition  of  the  peritoneum, 
without  which  knowledge  he  cannot  un- 
derftand  a  hernia  at  all,  knows  that  the 
bladder  is  only  covered  in  part  by  that 
membrane,  and  that  its  inferior  and  lateral 
parts  lie  on  the  outfide  of  it,  in  the  tela 
gellulofa. 

1 

That 
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That  portion  of.  the  bladder,  which  Is 
liable  to  this  protrufion,  is  not  covered  by 
the  peritoneum,  confequently  when  it  is 
thruft  forth  it  does  not  carry  with  it  any  part 
of  the  faid  membrane ;  and,  therefore, 
cannot  have,  what  is  called,  a  hernial  fac ; 
in  which  it  differs  from  every  other  kind 
of  hernia. 

The  two  following  are  the  only  cafes  I 
ever  met  with, 

CASE  XXIL 

A  Poor  fellow,  who  worked  with  a  far¬ 
mer  at  Iflington,  came  to  St.  Bar¬ 
tholomew’s  with  a  large,  troublefome, 

I  {  ;■  f  ‘  ^ 

fwelling  in  his  ferotum.  The  tumor  was 
large,  tenfe,  of  a  pyriform  figure,  palpably 
contained  a  fluid,  gave  no  pain  but  from 

if.  l  .  .9  s  ■ 

its  weight  when  full,  and  had  every  mark 

■  j  ■  ‘  ^  f .  ■ 

of  a  hydrocele,  except  that  the  tefticle  was 
perfeilly  diflinguifhable  at  its  bottom. 

N  '  While 
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while  I  u^as  hefitating  concerning  this 
circumftance,  the  man  faid,  Sir,  I  can  get 
rid  of  it  all  by  pifTing,  but  it  fills  again  in 
a  few  hours,  efpecially  if  I  drink. 

Upon  my  feeming  to  difbelieve  what  he 
faid,  he  took  up  his  fcrotum,  and  fqueezing 
it  together  with  fome  violence,  difcharged 
the  whole  by  the  urethra. 


CASE,  XXIIE 

A  B  O  Y,  about  fix  years  old,  was 
^  feized  with  an  acute  pain  about  the 
region  of  the  pubes ;  it  lafted  near  an  hour 
and  half,  and  fuddenly  ceafing,  he  became 
perfedtly  eafy.  During  the  time  his  pain 
lafted  he  could  not  difeharge  a  drop  of 
water,  though  he  endeavoured  fo  to  do, 
but,  as  it  ceafed  he  pilled  freely.  In  a  few 
days  after,  a  fmall  tumour  was  difeovered 
about  the  fize  of  a  pea,  in  the  fpermatic 
procefs,  juft  below  the  groin:  it  gave  the 

child 
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child  no  pain,  and  therefore  no  notice  was 
taken  of  it.  By  flow  degrees  it  defcended 
lower  and  lower,  and,  as  it  defcended,  it 
feemed  to  increafe  in  flze :  when  it  had  got 
to  the  upper  part  of  the  fcrotum,  it  was  ob~ 
ferved  to  be  confiderably  inlargcd  ;  and  the 
boy  now  found  himfelf  more  frequently 
urged  to  make  water ;  but  without  pain  or 
difficulty.  He  was  examined  by  a  pradli- 
tioner  or  two  in  his  neighbourhood,  who, 
not  knowing  what  to  make  of  it,  advifed 
the  letting  it  alone.  Within  the  fpace  of 
five  years  it  got  down  to  the  bottom  of 
the  fcrotum,  and  v/hen  it  was  there  it  was 
obferved  to  increafe  much  falter  than  it  had 
done  before.  The  boy  was  at  a  confider- 
able  diftance  from  London,  and  it  ill- 
fuited  his  friends  to  fend  him  thither,  fo 
that  another  year  paffed  before  he  was  fent 
up  5  which  was  done  at  the  age  of  thir¬ 
teen,  the  fwelling  being  now  troublefome 
upon  any  motion. 

Some,  who  firfl:  faw  him,  deemed  it  a 
fcirrhous  tefticle,  and  advifed  calfration,  to 

N  2  which 
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which  the  friends  of  the  boy  would  not 
fubmit. 

From  the  moft  careful  examination  I 
could  make,  I  could  not  think  that  it  was 
formed  by  the  tefticle  j  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  I  could  not  find  any  tefticle  on  that 

fide. 

The  fwelling  was  perfedtly  equal  in  its 
furface,  was  indolent,  had  a  ftony,  incom— 
preftible  kind  of  hardnefs,  was  trouble- 
fome  from  its  weight,  but  never  occafioned 
pain  in  the  back  or  loins  :  it  had  all  the 
appearance  of  being  dependant  from  the 
fperm.atic  procefs  j  which  procefs,  though 
it  had  neither  the  feel,  nor  the  appearance 
of  being  difeafed,  yet  was  larger  than  it 
fhould  be,  and  than  that  on  the  other  fide. 
The  perfea  equality  of  the  tumor,  its  be¬ 
ing  perfectly  free  from  pain,  even  when 
prefled  hard,  and  its  extreme  incomprefli- 
biiity,  led  me  to  believe  it  was  not  the  te¬ 
fticle  ;  but  this  was  micrely  negative  infor¬ 
mation,  The  trouble  it  now  gave  the 

boy. 
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boy,  and  its  difpolition  to  increafe,  ieemed 
to  authorife  its  removal,  and  the  ftateboth 
of  the  part,  and  of  the  child,  were  no 
prohibitions.  I  therefore  propofed  and  un¬ 
dertook  it.  I  made  an  incifion  through 
the  fkin  and  cellular  membrane,  the  whole 
length  of  the  procefs  and  fcrotum,  by 
means  of  which  I  difcovered  a  firm,  white, 
inembranous  bag,  or  cyft,  connefted  loofely 
with  the  cellular  membrane  in  the  fame 
manner  as  a  hernial  fac.  I  differed  all 
the  anterior  part  of  this  bag,  quite  clean, 
and  found  that,  as  I  .traced  it  upward,  it 
became  narrower,  and  feemed  ,  to  proceed 
from  the  upper  part  of  the  groin.  This 
determined  me  to  try  if  I  could  not  clear 
it  from  its  pofterior  connedlion  ^  in  doing 
which  I  difcovered  a  tefticle  which  lay  im¬ 
mediately  behind  the  body  forming  the  tu¬ 
mor,  and  was  fmall,  flat,  and  comprefled. 

The  difTedlion  of  this,  and  of  the  fper- 
matic  chord,  from  the  bag  and  from  its 
neck,  which  I  was  obliged  to  do  in  order 
to  preferve  the  tefticle,  took*  up  fome  time, 

N  3  and 
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and  save  me  feme  trouble  ;  but,  when  I 
had  finifhed  It,  I  found  that  the  cyft  was 
dependant  from,  and  continuous  with,  a 
membranous  dudt  about  the  breadth  of 
the  largeft  wheat-ftraw,  or,  what  it  was 
more  like  to,  a  human  ureter,  which  paf- 
fed  out  from  the  abdomen  through  the 
opening  in  the  mufcle. 

When  I  had  perfedly  cleared  this  dud 
from  all  connedion  with  the  fpermatic 
chord,  I  cut  it  off  immediately  above  the 
tumor,  and  upon  the  divifion,  there  iffued 
forth  about  four  ounces  of  a  clear  liquor, 
and  the  mouth  of  the  cyft,  expanding  it- 
felf,  difclofed  a  flone,  exadly  refembling 
what  is  found  in  the  human  bladder. 

As  there  was  not  the  leaft  appearance  of 
fluid,  either  in  the  bag  or  in  its  neck,  be¬ 
fore  the  divifion,  its  immediate  effufion, 
and  the  appearance  of  the  fione,  induced 
me  to  believe,  that  the  cafe  was  a  hernia 
cyfl:ica.  In  order  to  be  certain,  I  ftaid 
fome  time  ;  and  when  I  thought  that  fome 

quantity 
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quantity  of  urine  might  have  pafTed  from 
the  kidnies,  I  defired  the  boy  to  try  to 
make  water  :  he  did  fo,  and  a  large  ftream 
of  urine  ficwlng  through  the  wound,  in- 
ftead  of  the  urethra,  put  the  matter  out  of 
all  doubt. 

He  was  drefied  fuperficially,  had  no  one 
bad  fymptom,  though  a  portion  of  the 
bladder  was  totally  removed :  _  his  urine 
came  through  the  wound  in  his  groin  for 
about  a  fortnight ;  but  as  that  wound 
healed,  it  refumed  its  natural  courfe,  and 
the  patient  has  remained  free  from  com¬ 
plaint  ever  fince,  except  that  the  natural 
fize  of  his  bladder  being  lefTened  by  the 
extirpation  of  a  part,  he  is  obliged  to  dif- 
charge  his  urine  rather  more  frequently. 


CASE 
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CASE  XXIV. 

jln  Ovarian  Hefyiia^ 

^  Healthy  young  woman  about  23,  was 
^  taken  into  St.  Bartholomew’s  liofpi* 
tal  on  account  of  two  fmall  fwellings,  one 
in  each  groin,  which  for  fome  months  had 
been  fo  painful,  that  (he  could  not  do  her 
work  as  a  fervant,  ^ 

♦ 

The  tumors  were  peifedly  free  from  in¬ 
flammation,  were  foft,  unequal  in  their 
furface,  very  moveable,  and  lay  juft  on  the 
outfide  of  the  tendinous  opening  in  each 
of  the  oblique  mufcles,  through  which 
they  feemed  to  have  palTcd. 

The  woman  was  in  full  health,  large 
breafted,  flout,  and  menftruated  regularly^ 
had  no  obftrudlion  to  the  difcharge  per 
anum,  nor  any  complaint  but  what  arole 
from  the  uneafinefs  thefe  tumors  gave  her, 

when 
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when  ihe  {looped  or  moved  fo  as  to  prefs 
them. 

* 

She  was  the  patient  of  Mr.  Nourfe.  He 
let  her  blood  and  purged  her,  and  took  all 
'poffible  pains  to  return  the  parts  through 
the  openings  through  which  they  had 
clearly  paffed  out. 

He  found  all  his  attempts  frultlefs,  as 
did  Mr.  Sainthill  and  myfelf,  and  the  wo¬ 
man  being  incapacitated  from  getting  her 
bread,  and  defirous  to  fubmit  to  any  thing 
for  relief,  it  was  agreed  to  remove  them. 

The  fkin  and  membrana  adipofa  being 
divided,  a  fine  membranous  bag  came  into 
view,  in  which  was  a  body  fo  exadlly  re- 
fembling  a  human  ovarium,  that  it  was 
impoflible  to  take  it  for  any  thing  elfe^  a 
ligature  was  made  on  it,  clofe  to  the  ten¬ 
don,  and  it  was  cut  off.  The  fame  opera¬ 
tion  was  done  on  the  other  fide,  and  the 
appearance,  both  at  the  time  of  operating, 

and 
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and  in  the  examination  of  the  parts  remo¬ 
ved,  were  exadtly  the  fame. 


She  has  enjoyed  good  health  ever  fince, 
but  is  become  thinner  and  more  apparently 
mufcular ;  here  breafls,  which  were  large, 
are  gone  ;  nor  has  die  ever  mendriiated 
fince  the  operation,  which  is  now  fome 
years. 
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OBSERVATIONS 


ON  THE 


MORTIFICATION 


OF  THE 


TOES  and  feet. 


H  E  powers  and  virtues  of  the 
^  T  ^  Peruvian  bark  are  known  to  al- 
moft  every  practitioner  in  phy- 
fick  and  furgery.  Among  the  many  cafes  in 
which  its  merit  is  particularly  and  juftly 
celebrated,  are  the  diftempers  called  gan¬ 
grene  and  mortification  ^  its  general  power 

of 
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of  flopping  the  one,  and  refifling  the  other, 
have  made  no  inconfiderable  addition  to 
the  fuccefs  of  the  chirurgic  art ;  but  ftili 
there  is  a  particular  fpecies  even  of  thefe, 
in  which  this  noble  medicine  mofl  fre¬ 
quently  fails  :  I  mean  that  particular  kind, 
which^  beginning  at  the  extremity  of  one 
or  more  of  the  fmall  toes,  does,  in  more  or 
lefs  time,  pafs  on  to  the  foot  and  ancle,  and 
fometimes  to  a  part  of  the  leg,  and  in 
Ipite  of  all  the  aid  of  phyfick  and  fur- 
gery,  mofl  commonly  deflroys  the  patient. 

It  is  very  unlike  to  the  mortification 
from  inflammation,  to  that  from  external 
cold,  from  ligature,  or  bandage,  or  to  that 
which  proceeds  from  any  known  and  vi- 
lible  caufe,  and  this  as  well  in  its  attack  as 
in  its  procefs.  In  fome  few  inftances  it 
makes  its  appearance  with  little  or  no  pain ; 
but  in  by  much  the  majority  of  thefe  cafes, 
the  patients  feel  great  uneafinefs  through 
the  whole  foot  and  joint  of  the  ancle,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  the  night,  even  before  thefe 
parts  Ihow  any  mark  of  diftemper,  or  be¬ 
fore 
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fore  there  Is  any  other  than  a  fmall  difeo- 
loured  fpot  on  the  end  of  one  of  the  little 
toes.  •  ^  , 

► 

It  generally  makes  its  firfi:  appearance  on 
the  in  fide,  or  at  the  extremity  of  one  of 
the  fmaller  toes  ^  by  a  fmall,  black,  or 
bluifh  fpot ;  from  this  fpot  the  cuticle  is 
always  found  to  be  detached,  and  the  fldn 
under  it  to  be  of  a  dark  red  colour. 

If  the  patient  has  lately  cut  his  nails,  or 
corn,  it  is  moft  frequently,  though  very 
unjuflly,  fet  to  the  account  of  fuch  opera¬ 
tion. 

Its  progrefs  In  different  fubjedls,  and 
under  different  circumftances,  is  different; 
in  fome  it  is  flow  and  long  in  paffmg  from 
toe  to  toe,  and  from  thence  to  the  foot  and 
ancle  ;  in  others  its  progrefs  is  rapid,  and 
horridly  painful  :  it  generally  begins  on 
the  infideof  each  fmall  toe,  before  it  is  vi- 
lible  either'  on  its  under  or  upper  part ; 
and  when  it  makes  its  attack  on  the  foot, 

the 
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the  upper  part  of  it  firft  fhows  its  diftem- 
pered  ftate,  by  tumefadlion,  change  of  co^ 
lour,  and  fometimes  by  velication,  but 
wherever  it  is,  one  of  the  firft  marks  of  it 
is  a  feparation  or  detachment  of  the  cu¬ 
ticle. 

Each  fex  is  liable  to  it ;  but  for  one  fe¬ 
male,  in  whom  I  have  met  with  it,  I 
think  L  may  fay,  that  I  have  feen  it  in,  at 
leaft,  twenty  males.  I  think  alfo  that,  I 
have  much  more  often  found  it  in  the  rich 
and  voluptuous,  than  in  the  labouring 
poor ;  more  often  in  great  eaters,  than  free 
drinkers.  It  frequently  happens  to  perfons 
advanced  in  life,  but  is,  by  no  means, 
peculiar  to  old  age.  It  is  not,  in  general, 
preceded  or  accornpanied  by  apparent  di- 
ftemperature  either  of  the  part,  or  of  the 
habit.  I  do  not  know  any  particular  kind 
of  conftitution  which  is  more  liable  to  it 

*  I 

than  another ;  but,  as  far  as  my  obferva- 
tion  "goes,  I  think  that  I  have  moft  fre¬ 
quently  obferved  it  to  attack  thofe  who 
have  been  fubjedl  to  flying,  uncertain, 

pains 
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pains  In  their  feet,  which  they  have  called 
gouty,  and  but  feldom  in  thofe  who  have 
been  accullomed  to  have  the  gout  regularly 
and  fairly.  It  has,  by  fome,  been  fuppo- 
fed  to  arife  from  an  offification  of  veffels  ^ 
but  for  this  opinion  I  never  could  find  any 
foundation  but  mere  conjedlure. 

The  common  method  of  treating  this 
diflemper  is,  by  fpirituous  fomentations, 
cataplafms  actually  and  potentially  warm, 
^  by  dreffings  of  the  digeftive  kind,  as  they 
arc  called,  animated  with  warm,  pungent, 
oils  and  balfams,  &c.  and,  internally,  by 
the  Peruvian  bark. 

I  wifli  I  could  fay  that  this,  which,  with 
little  alteration,  has  been  the  general  prac¬ 
tice,  had  been  moft  frequently,  or  even  of¬ 
ten  fuccefsful  i  but  I  am,  from  long,  and 
repeated  experience,  obliged  to  fay,  that  it 
has  not. 

I  am  fenfible  that  many  of  my  readers 
will  be  furprized  at  my  affirming,  that  the 

O  Pe  ruvian 
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Peruvian  bark  will  not  flop  a  mortificatiorijr 
a  diftemper  in  which,  for  fome  years,  ,  it 
has  been  regarded  as  fpecific ;  but  I  muft 
beg  not  to  be  miftinderftood  :  I  mean  to 
confine  my  obfervation  and  my  objedion 
to  this  particular  fpecies  of  mortification, 
which  I  regard  as  being  fui  generis  :  and 
under  this  reflridion  I  muft  repeat,  that  I 
have  feldom,  if  ever,  feen  the  bark  fuc- 
cefsful  :  in  all  other  cafes,  wherein  it  is 
ufed  or  recommended,  no  man  has  a 
higher  opinion  of  it  ;  but  in  this  I  cannot 
give  it  a  praife  which  it  does  not  deferve. 

I  believe  I  may  venture  to  fay,  that  I 
have  tried  it  as  fairly,  as  fully,  and  as  vari- 
oufly,  as  any  man  has,  or  can  :  I  have 
given  it  in  the  largeft  quantity,  at  the 
fliortefi:  intervals,  and  for  the  longed  pof- 
fible  fpace  >  that  is,  as  long  as  the  patient’s 
life  would  permit :  I  have  given  it  by  itlelf 
in  decodion,  extrad,  and  fubftance ;  I 
have  combined  all  thefe  together  3  I  have 
joined  it  with  nitre,  hi  abfynth.  with 
inakeroot,  with  con  fed.  cardiac,  with  vo¬ 
latile 
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latile  faJts,  and  with  mufk^  as  different 
circumfiances  feemed  to  require,  or  ad¬ 
mit  :  I  have  ufed  it  as  fomentation;  as 
poultice,  as  dreffing ;  I  have  afilfled  it 
with  every  thing  which  has  been  ufudly 
thought  capable  of  procuring,  or  affifting 
digeftion  ;  flill  the  difiemper  has  continued 
its  courfe,  perhaps  a  little  more  flowly,  but 
ftill  it  has  ended  in  death, 

I  am  forry  to  rob  one  of  our  great  medi¬ 
cines  of  any  part  of  its  fuppofed  merit, 
but,  as  on  the  one  hand,  its  claim,  in  this 
inflance,  is  unjuftj  and  as,  on  the  other,  I 
hope  to  add  as  much  to  the  character  of  an¬ 
other,  the  res  medica  will  be  no  fufferer. 

Some  time  ago,  I  had  a  patient  labour¬ 
ing  under  this  complaint,  who,  from  an¬ 
tipathy,  obftinacy,  or  fome  other  caufe, 
could  not  be  prevailed  on  to  take  bark  in 
any  form  whatever.  I  made  ufe  of  every 
argument,  but  to  no  purpofe:  fomenta¬ 
tion,  poultice,  and  the  ufual  dreffings, 
were  applied  in  the  ufual  manner ;  the  dif- 

O  2  cafe 
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eafe  advanced  fome  days  more,  fome  d:aya 
lefs,  and,  at  the  end  of  a  fortnight,  the 
fmall  toes  were  all  completely  mortified,, 
the  great  one  become  blackifh,  the  foot 
much  fvvollen,  altered  in  colour,  and  the 
difeafe  feeming  to  advance  with  fuch  hafly 
ifrides,  that  I  foppofed  a  very  few  days 
would  determine  the  event.  The  pain  in 
the  foot  and  ancle  was  fo  great,  and  fo  con¬ 
tinual,  as  totally  to  deprive  the  patient  of 
fleep.  On  this  account,  and  merely  to 
procure  feme  remilTion,  I  gave  tw^o  grains 
of  opium  at  night,  which  not  having  the 
defired  effedt,  I  repeated  it  in  the  morn¬ 
ing.  Findings,  during  the  following  day,, 
fome  advantage,  I  repeated  the  fame  dofe 
night  and  morning,  for  three  days ;  at  the 
end  of  which  time  the  patient  became 
quite  eafy,  and  the  appearances  on  the  foot 
and  ancle  were  vifibly  more  favourable. 
Encouraged  by  this,  I  increaled  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  the  medicine,  giving  one  grain 
every  three  or  four  hours,  taking  care  to 
w^atch  its  narcotic  effedl,  and  to  keep  the 
belly  empty  by  glyiters.  In  nine  days 

from 
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from  the  firfl:  adminiftration  of  the  opium, 
all  the  tumefadion  of  the  foot  and  ancle 
totally  fuhiided,  the  iTcin  recovered  its  na¬ 
tural  colour,  and  all  the  mortified  parts 
plainly  began  to  feparate ;  in  another  week 
they  were  all  loofe,  and  calling  off,  the 
matter  was  good,  and  the  incarnation 
florid. 

During  the  whole  of  this  time,  I  conti¬ 
nued  the  ufe  of  the  opium,  varying  its 
quantity,  as  circumflances  required,  but 
never  gave  lefs  than  three  or  four  grains  in 
twenty-four  hours. 

When  the  floughs  were  all  caft  off,  the 
bones  feparated,  and  1  had  only  a  clean  fore 
to  drefs  and  heal,  I  gradually  left  oft'  the 
medicine. 

I  am  very  willing  to  acknowledge,  that 
however  well-pieafed  I  might  be  with  the 
event  of  this  cafe,  yet  I  really  regarded  it 
as  accidental ;  fo  much  fo,  that  having  very 
foon  after  another  opportunity,  I  did  not 

O  3  care 
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care  to  trufl;  to  opium  alone,  but  joined  the 
bark  with  it.  The  event  was  equally  for- 
lunate.  But  although  I  had  joined  the 
cortex  with  the  extraclum  thebaicum,  and 
did  therefore  attribute  the  fuccefs  to  their 
united  powers,  yet  the  effedfc  was  fo  very 
unlike  to  what  I  had  ever  feen  from  the 
bark  without  opiutn,  that  I  could  not  avoid 
ferioufly,  and  often  refledling  on  it,  and 
determining  to  ufe  it  by  itfelf,  whenever 
another  opportunity  {hould  offer.  I  did  fo, 
and  fucceeded  in  the  fame  happy  manner, 
though  under  the  very  difigreeable  cir- 
cumflances  of  feventy  years  of  age,  a 
broken,  diilempered  conftitution,  and  the 
difeafe  making  a  hally  progrefs. 

To  relate  cafes  which  are  nearly,  or  at 
leaft  materially  fimilar,  is  of  no  ufe  ;  I 
fhall  therefore  only  fay,  that  every  oppor¬ 
tunity,  which  I  have  had  fince  of  making 
the  experiment,  has  dill  more  and  more 
convinced  me  of  the  great  value  and  uti¬ 
lity  of  this  medicine,  and  of  its  power  of 
refeuing  from  deffrudtion,  perfons  under 
this  afflidlion.  I  can- 
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I  cannot' fay  that  it  has  never  failed  me. 
It  certainly  has ;  but  then  it  has  been  un¬ 
der  fuch  circumftances,  as  I  think  would 
fairly  account  for  the  failurCo 

I  fhould  be  exceedingly  forry  to  be  mif- 
underftood  ;  I  fhould  be  ftill  more  fo  to 
miflead  any  body,  and  therefore  I  beg  it 
may  be  noticed,  that  I  do  not  propofe  the 
extraftiim  thebaicum,  in  this  cafe,  as  an 
univerfal,  infallible  fpecific  ^  I  know,  from 
experience,  that  it  is  not;  but  as  I  alfo 
know,  from  repeated  experience,  that  it 
v/ill,  under  proper  management  and  direc¬ 
tion,  do  rnore  than  any,  or  than  all  other 

medicines ;  and  that  I  have,  by  means  of 

% 

it,  faved  fome  lives,  which,  I  am  very 
fure,  would,  under  the  common,  and 
inofi:  approved  method  of  treatment,  with¬ 
out  it,  have  been  loft,  I  could  not  anfwer 
to  myfelf  the  not  communicating  what  I 
had  obferved. 


\ 
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If  this  was  an  experiment,  in  which  the 
life  or  limb,  or  health  of  the  patient,  was 
in  any  degree  endangered,  or  by  which  the 
perfon,  on  W'hom  it  may  be  tried,  could, 
in  any  degree,  be  injured,  I  fhould  have 
withheld  what  I  now  pubiith,  until  a 
greater  length  of  time,  and  more  experi¬ 
ence,  had  rendered  it  ftill  more  abfolutely 
certain  j  and  I  /hould  have  thought  mylelf 
ftridly  vindicable  in  fo  doing  ;  but  as  this 
is  a  medicine,  whofe  general  effedts  are  well 
known,  and  which  is,  at  the  fame  time, 
io  capable  of  diredlion  and  management, 
that  It  IS  almoft  impofhble  for  any  perlon 
who  deferves  to  be  truiled  with  medicine 
at  all,  to  do  any  material  harm  with  it,  I 
thought  it  would  be  wrong  and  unjud:  to 
conceal  what  had  occurred  to  me,  left  I 
might  thereby  deprive  tbe  afflidied  of  an 
^  ft  nee  ^vlticli,  I  verily  believe,  is  not  to 
be  obtained  from  any  other  quarter. 

In  fliort,  from  what  I  have  feen  and 
^one,  I  am  perfe^Sly  convinced  that,  by 
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its  means,  and  by  its  means  folely,  I  have 
faved  lives  whigji,  without  it,  mull  have 
been  loft, 

I 

If  it  preferves  a  few  of  thofe,  who  are 
fo  unfortunate  to  labour  under  this  nafty, 
painful,  lingering,  and  deftru(ftive  diforder, 
to  which  we  are  all  liable,  and  which  has 
hitherto,  moft  frequently,  foiled  all  at¬ 
tempts  of  art,  I  fhall  be  fincerely  glad  to 
have  contributed  to  fo  good  an  end  :  if  it 
{hould  prove  in  other  hands  as  fuccefsful  as 
it  has  with  me,  I  ftiall  be  ftill  more  fo; 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  if,  after  feveral  ' 
times  giving  me  reafon  to  believe,  and 
hope  that  it  would  prove  an  inftrument  for 
the  prefervation  of  many,  it  ftiould,  upon 
more  repeated  trial,  be  found  to  fail,  I 
fhall  be  forry  for  the  event,  but  fiiall  ftill 
think,  that  I  did  right  in  communicating 
what  I  had  fcen,  and  thereby  endeavouring 
p  be  ufeful  to  mankind. 

Hoc  opus,  hoc  ftudium,  parvi  pronere-! 
mus  et  ampli, 

patjis  volumus,  fi  nobis  vivcre  cari. 

If 
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If  I  am  ri?ht  in  mv  conieclure  concern- 
ing  this  hazardous  and  dellrudlive  malady  ; 
and  if  the  method  which  I  have  propofed 
and  pradlifed,  (hould  prove  as  fuccefsful  in 
the  hands  of  others  as  it  has  in  mine,  I 
cannot  helo  thinkino:,  that  the  external  or 
chirurgic  treatment  of  the  diforder  might 
be  amended ;  that  is,  might  be  made  to 
coincide  more  than  it  does  at  prefent  with 
fuch  foothing  kind  of  plan. 

Since  I  have  had  reafon  to  embrace  this 
opinion,  and  to  adt  in  conformity  to  it,  I 
have  found  more  advantage  from  fre-r 
quently  foaking  the  foot  and  ancle  in  warm 
milk,  than  from  any  fpirituous,  or  aro¬ 
matic  fomentations  whatever;  that  is,  I 
have  found  the  one  more  capable  of  alle¬ 
viating  the  pain,  which  fuch  patients  al- 
moft  always  feel,  than  the  other  ;  which 
circumftance  I  regard  as  a  very  material 
one.  Pain  is  always  an  evil,  but  in  this 

particular 
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particular  cafe^  I  look  upon  it  as  being 
fingularly  fo.  Whatever  heats,  irritates^ 
ftimulates,  or  gives  uneafinefs,  appears  to 
me  always  to  increafe  the  diforder,  and  to 
add  to  the  rapidity  of  its  progrefs ;  and, 
on  the  contrary,  I  have  always  found,  that 
whatever  tended  merely  to  calm,  to  ap- 
peafe,  and  to  relax,  at  leaft  retarded  the 
mifehief  if  it  did  no  more. 

The  whole  plan  of  the  chlriirglc  treat¬ 
ment  of  this  difeafe,  is  founded  on  a  gene¬ 
ral  idea  of  warming,  invigorating,  ftinaii- 
lating,  and  reiiftipg  putrefaction,  and  the 
means  generally  made  ufe  of  are  very  pro¬ 
per  for  fuch  purpofe  :  but  I  mufl  own  that 
I  think  the  purpofe,  or  intention,  to  be 
UTiproper. 

Upon  this  principle,  the  old  therlaca 
Londinenfis,  and  the  prefent  cataplafma  e 
Cymino,  have  been,  and  dill  are,  fo  freely 
ufed  on  this  occafion.  A  compofition  of 
this  kind,  if  it  does  anything,  muft  heat 
^nd  dimul^te,  and  it  is  by  heating  and  di- 

mulatlng 
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molating  the  fkin,  to  which  it  is  applied, 
that  it  fo  frequently  does  that  inifchief 
which  I  am  confident  it  often  does,  tho* 
fuch  mifchief  is  fet  to  the  account  of  the 
nature  of  the  diforder.  Cafes  exadlly  fi- 
miiar,  in  all  circumftances,  are  not  to  be 
met  with  every  day,  but  I  a?n  from  expe¬ 
rience  convinced,  that  of  two,  as  nearly 
fimilar  as  may  be,  in  point  of  pain,  if  the 
one  be  treated  in  the  ufual  manner,  with  a 
warm,  itimulating,  cataplafm,  and  the 
other  only  with  a  poultice  made  of  the 
fine  farina  feminis  lini,  in  boiling  milk  or 
water  mixed  with  ung.  fambuc.  or  frefh 
butter,  that  the  pain,  and  the  progrefs  of 
the  diftemper,  will  be  much  greater  and 
quicker  in  the  former  than  in  the  latter. 

When  the  black,  or  mortified  fpot  has 
fairly  made  its  appearance  on  one  or  more 
of  the  toes,  it  is  the  general  pradlice  to 
fcarify  or  cut  into  fuch  altered  part  wdth 
the  point  of  a  knife  or  lancet.  If  this  in- 
cifion  be  made  merely  to  learn  whether 
the  part  be  mortified  or  not,  it  is  altoge¬ 
ther 


205 


ther  unneceffary,  the  detachment  of  the 
cuticle,  and  the  colour  of  the  fkin,  render 
that  a  decided  point :  if  it  be  not  made 
quite  through  the  efchar,  it  can  ferve  no 
purpofe  at  all ;  if  it  be  made  quite  thro'^ 
as  there  is  no  confined  fluid  to  give  dif- 
charge  to,  it  can  only  ferve  to  convey  fuch 
medicines  as  may  be  applied  for  the  pur¬ 
pofe  of  procuring  digeftion  to  parts  capa¬ 
ble  of  feeling  their  influence,  and  on  this 
account  they  are  fuppofed  to  be  beneflcial, 
and  therefore  right. 

When  the  upper  part  of  the  foot  begins 
to  part  with  its  cuticle  and  to  change  co¬ 
lour,  it  is  a  pradlice  with  many  to  fcarify 
imm.ediately ;  here,  as  in  the  preceding 
inftance,  if  the  fcarifications  be  too  fuper- 
flcial,  they  muft  be  ufelefs,  if  they  be  fo 
deep,  as  to  caufe  a  flight  haemorrhage,  and 
to  reach  the  parts,  which  have  not  yet  loft 
their  fenfibility,  they  muft  do  what  indeed 
they  are  generally  intended  to  do,  that  is, 
give  the  medicines,  which  ftiall  be  applied, 
an  opportunity  of  adting  on  fuch  parts. 
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^he  medicines  moft  frequently  made  iifd 
of  for  this  purpofe  are,  like  the  theriaca^ 
chofen  for  this  fuppofed  adlivity  ;  and  con-  - 
lift  of  the  warm,  pungent,  oils  and  bal- 
fams,  whofe  adtion  muft  neceilarily  be  to 
ftimulate  and  irritate  :  from’  thefe  qualities 
they  moft  frequently  excite  pain,  which, 
according  to  my  idea  of  the  difeafe,  is  dia¬ 
metrically  oppofite  to  the  proper  curative 
intention  ;  and  this  I  am  convinced  of 
from  repeated  ..experience. 

The  dreffings  cannot  confift  of  materials 
which  are  too  foft  and  lenient ;  nor  are 
any  fcarifications  neceffary  for  their  appli¬ 
cation.  Bat  I  would  go  farther  and  fay, 
that  fcarifications  are  not  only  ufelefs,  but 
in  my  opinion,  prejudicial,  by  exciting 
pain,  the  great,  and  chiefly  to  be  dreaded 
evil,  in  this  complaint.  The  poultice 
fhould  be  alfo  foft,  fmooth,  and  unirrita¬ 
ting  ;  its  intention  fhould  be  merely  to 
foften  and  relax ;  it  diould  comprehend 
the  whole  foot,  ancle,  and  part  of  the  leg  ; 

and 
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and  fliould  always  be  To  moifti  or  gteafy  as 
not  to  be  likely  to  become  at  all  dry  or 
hard,  between  one  dreffing  and  another. 

^  ■ 

I  will  trouble  the  reader  with-  only  one 
remark  more. 

When  the  toes  are,  to  all  appearance, 
perfedlly  mortified,  and  feem  fo  loofe  as  to 
be  capable  of  being  eahly  taken  away,  it  is, 
in  general,  thought  right  to  remove  them. 
However  rotten  and  loofe  they  may  feem  to 
be,  or  really  are,  yet  while  they  hold  on, 
they  hold  by  fomething  which  is  dill  en¬ 
dued  with  fenfation,  as  may  always  be 
known,  if  they  be  bent  back  or  twided 
with  any  degree  of  violence. 

I  will  not  enter  into  a  difpute  about  the 
fenfibility  or  infenfibility  of  ligaments,  nor 
undertake  to  determine  whether  they  be  li¬ 
gaments  or  any  other  kind  of  parts  which 
dill  maintain  the  connexion  of  the  toes  with 
theirown  refpedlivejoints,  or  with  the  meta- 
tarfal  bones ;  it  is  fufficient  for  me  to  know, 

and 
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and  to  inform  the  young  praditioner,  that 
however  loofe  they  may  feem,  yet  if  they 
be  violently  twilled  oiF,  or  the  parts,  by 
which  they  hang,  be  divided,  a  very  con- 
fiderable  degree  of  pain  will  moft  com¬ 
monly  attend  fuch  operation,  which  there¬ 
fore  had  much  better  be  avoided  ;  and  that 
I  have  fcen  this  very  pain  thus  produced, 

K’'  * 

bring  on  frelh  ihifchief,  and  that  of  the 
gangrenous  kind. 

If  the  patient  does  well,  thefe  parts  will 
certainly  drop  off,  if  he  does  not,  no 
good  can  arife  from  removing  them. 


F 


INIS. 


